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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

 

PRESIDENT SELWYN GOUGH 01773 874638 

CHAIRMAN DOMINIC BOOTH 0782 1464483 

HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

 
WEBMASTER 

 
DOMINIC BOOTH 

 
0782 1464483 

 
GUIDANCE OFFICER 

 
ROGER BATES 

 
01246 276629 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

 
RAY PARKER 

 
01246 206959 

SOCIAL SECRETARY  
SIL KINDER 

 
01246 557979 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 

MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
PERSON (ALP) 

 
PAUL DALY 

 
07984 722777 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS WITHOUT 

PORTFOLIO 

JOHN NORTH 
TONY POPE 

 

E-Mail Contacts 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

GUIDANCE OFFICER  rogsbates@hotmail.co.uk 

GROUP iamchesterfield@gmail.com 

EDITOR ymstone@aol.com 

                                                                    

DATA PROTECTION ACT  
PLEASE NOTE - Details that members have supplied to the group are held a 
database for Groups use. If you object to your details being held this way, please 
inform the Secretary in writing. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that 
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 
arrange a drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cosford Air Museum Trip 

Proposed trip to Cosford Air Museum on  

Saturday 22nd July. 

Please contact Sil Kinder for details. 

 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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COMET FLASHER 
 
Last week I took the Comet bus to Derby to view the Ceramic Poppy display 
at the Silk Mill and it was very good. 
 
Returning on a later bus we headed into Swanwick and paused at the traffic 
lights, before proceeding through the village which is plagued with parked 
vehicles.  The road width had decreased but an approaching taxi decided not 
to contest with the Comet and pulled in to his left and flashed the lights 
whereupon the Comet driver accelerated between the parked vehicles.   
 
Neither driver saw the parked vehicle facing the Comet whose driver was 
looking in his mirror saw the car behind flash so decided to pull out.  OOPS!  
did not look forward with the Comet baring down on him.  In the Comet the 
driver did not quite do an emergency stop, but braked hard enough to throw 
most of the passengers forward uncomfortably.  Some sharp words were 
spoken but nobody was hurt. 
 
Who was at fault??  Comet, Taxi or Parked Vehicle?  
 
Rule No. 110 Highway Code. 
Only flash headlights to let other road users know you are there.  Do not 
flash your headlights to convey any other message or intimidate other road 
users. 
 
Rule No. 111 
Never assume that flashing headlights is a signal inviting you to proceed. Use 
your own judgement and proceed carefully. 
Ps. I gave up my seat to a blind person in the bus. That is how I lost my job as 
a bus driver. 

Selwyn, President 
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The Eckington Motor Show 2017 
 
Our attendance at this event has become a regular in our calendar and again 
proved an enjoyable experience for our members, Although the recruitment 
success is hard to measure as many people go away and do not immediately 
act on information provided.   
 
On arrival we were directed to park under the trees, similar to the position 
last year but since this was on sloping ground Tony objected and we were 
repositioned in a more open area adjacent to the bike park – a mixed 
blessing as it turned out.  We set up between 12.00 and 12.30 and although 
the show was not due to open until 3.00 there were large numbers milling 
about from the outset and we did our best to attract their interest.   
 
One of the many things we discussed during the afternoon was how we can 
change the image we present at these events such that we can at attract 
visitors and questions that give us an opening into pushing the IAM message. 
Further work is needed in this area. 
 
We received a number of enquiries during the afternoon but the majority 
were for bikes. Whether this was due to our position near the bike park or 
not we cannot say but Matlock Group got a lot of mention. We even had one 
enquiry about electric cycles but were unable to point the gentleman 
towards any local group. 
 
Our position allowed us good view of the arriving and departing bike traffic 
and there were some impressive examples (and a few unnecessarily loud 
examples in my view) mixed in with the ordinary. As the afternoon 
progressed the number of people and bikes both rose steadily such that 
people watching became harder – the hot weather meant a lot of flesh was 
on show, often covered with tattoos.  
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Attendance was so high that the bike park became clogged and the 
organisers started to use any available grass space, hence we had four bikes 
parked beside the van, including the Ducati shown here.  
   

                
  
 
Due to the support we had in ‘manning’ the van we were all able to take a 
short break and get an ice cream/food and check out the exhibits whilst also 
topping up our suntans. My thanks therefore go to Tony Pope (and for 
towing the van to and from the venue), Sil Kinder, Colin Wilkinson, Paul Daly, 
Kathy Beninati and Michelle Young for help provided. 
 

Bob Stone 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ASHOVER CAR AND BIKE SHOW 

Rectory Fields, Milken Lane, Ashover, S45 0BA 
SUNDAY 23 JULY 2017 

10 AM – 4 PM 
 

Show cars and bikes: £5  to include 2 passenger adults. 

Public: £5  over 12 years, under 12 free with an adult. 

HELP REQUIRED 
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Lunch at the Hardwick Inn 

Lunch Group 

This month will be at the Grouse and Claret at Rowsley, DE4 2EB, 
1.00pm on Wednesday 12th July.   

They would like to have an idea of numbers, so could you please let 
Kathy Beninati know if you will be attending, by text  
(07949656575) or email (ciaobaby444@aol.co.uk) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Edited and RE-produced with permission and courtesy by Peter Soul, 
Thames Valley IAM 

A PHYSICIST WRITES . . …..         (May 2017) 

I’ve covered many different topics during (very nearly) 15 years of writing 
these columns, and I have tried not to repeat myself! Every so often, though, 
it seems a good idea to look back and revisit one or two things I’ve written 
about previously that are still at the front of my mind, as I drive... 

What is the point of a speed cushion – especially, what’s the purpose of 
laying a series of cushions (the square or rectangular sort) along a road? It 
must be to reduce the speed of the traffic. And if you steered either your left 
or your right wheels up and over a cushion, you would be rather 
foolish not to slow down. However, you will surely have noticed that the  

mailto:ciaobaby444@aol.co.uk
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width of most cushions is roughly the same as that of your car, hence if you 
aim for them centrally you don’t need to ease off at all. That’s really why I 
ask: what’s their point? 

Some years ago, a picture suddenly came into my head of what must be 
happening to my tyres when I straddled a speed cushion in this way. I tried 
to describe it to you at the time, but now I think a diagram will make the 
message clearer. As you can see, each tyre (of the four) is being heavily 
compressed on its inner edge. And this will happen all round the 
circumference, rapidly and at least once, as I speed along the cushion. 

 

Except that I don’t, not now! The thought of the possible long-term tyre 
damage soon made me switch to running my wheels over the tops of speed 
cushions, instead of straddling them. It occurred to me too that doing the 
latter (as illustrated) would have pushed the wheels apart and put some 
strain on the suspension and steering gear. 

I realize that the tyres – two left or two right – still compress a bit when they 
hit the front slope of a cushion, but this is only local (and spread across the 
tyre too), and if I reduce speed enough the effect will be minimal anyway. No 
doubt the drivers behind me wonder why I am taking this slow and less 
comfortable line, but that’s too bad. Perhaps I ought to check if tyres really 
do deform as much as shown above, by stopping my car in the straddle 
position and taking a look. How can they not be doing so, though? 
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Ten years ago I started gently ranting about the absurdity of indicating the 
‘national speed limit’ (which is 50, 60 or 70 mph depending on where you are 
and what you’re driving) with a sign that was clearly designed to say No 
Speed Limit – more than 80 years ago. I also wondered how many drivers 
didn’t know the limits (for cars). In 2012, one such turned up on 
BBC2’s Mastermind ! He was asked what the limit was on otherwise 
unsigned single-carriageway roads, and his answer was 70 mph (promptly 
corrected by John Humphreys to 60). 

In the following year the full and appalling picture was revealed by the AA in 
a survey (which I somehow overlooked at the time): four out of ten motorists 
were unaware of the correct NSL figure for dual-carriageways, and an even 
larger fraction couldn’t identify it for single-carriageway roads. As for 
motorways, 7% of drivers thought the speed limit on them was 80 mph. 
Admittedly, an 80 limit was being discussed publicly at the time. And as far as 
I know, the only ‘announcement’ of the NSL as you enter any motorway is 
the rectangular blue sign with the M-number and motorway symbol. 

Anyway, given such levels of general ignorance of the national speed limit(s), 
surely it would be worth replacing all the signs that are supposed to be 
indicating it, or them, with actual numbers? (But not, I think, with speed 
cushions!) 
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STAVELEY FIRE STATION  

WHITE WATCH EMERGENCY SERVICES DAY  

Poolsbrook Country Park,   

Saturday 1 July, 11am – 4 pm 

 INCLUDING -   
 VINTAGE & MODERN FIRE SERVICE VEHICLES • CHILDRENS RIDES  
 WATER RESCUE DEMONSTRATION • BOAT RIDES • PEAK 4 X4  
 HOT & COLD FOOD • CRAFT STALLS • FACE PAINTING  
 RAFT BUIDLING • WATER RESCUE DOG • MOBILE POLICE UNIT  
 FIRE, POLICE & AIR CADETS • CAVE RESCUE • RAM AIR MICROLIGHT  
 AIR AMBULANCE • SMOKE TENT EXPERIENCE  
 VINTAGE FIRE ENGINE RIDES • PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE!  
 

Raising funds for various charities including-  
RNLI  
RSPCA  
FIREFIGHTERS CHARITY  
CHILDREN IN NEED  
ASHGATE HOSPICE  
HELP FOR HEROES 

             ST JOHN AMBULANCE                                                                                        
             DERBYS, LEICS & RUTLAND AIR AMBULANCE 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP0PzRi9fUAhWEVRQKHSa0D9gQjRwIBw&url=https://www.orsgroup.com/industry-solutions/emergency-services&psig=AFQjCNG2mreYQKq0lGTA2DdbFrOP9iZcgA&ust=1498414606112949
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From Derbyshire Directory Newsletter: 

Driver training for older motorists: 

There is an offer for free Driving Safer for Longer sessions to county 
motorists aged 65 and over. The 90 minute sessions will offer drivers the 
chance to update their driving knowledge and will cover: 

 Eyesight 

 Hearing 

 Seatbelts 

 Drink driving 

 Hazard perception 

 Vehicle adaptations 

 Driving assessments 

 Dates available at various locations around the county 
 

 Telephone 01629 538060 or 
Email:  drivingsaferforlonger@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 

 
Future Dates:  -  August 
 
Sunday 6th   Guidance 
Wednesday 9th  Lunch Group 
Saturday 12th   Guidance 
Tuesday 29th   Committee Meeting 
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   JULY 2017  

 

 
Saturday 1st 

 
White Watch Emergency Services 
Day, Poolsbrook Country Park,  
Caravan to be set up by 10.30 am 
 

 
11 am – 4 p.m. 

 
Sunday 2nd 

 
Guidance 

 
9.30 am 
Sainsburys Car Park 
 

 
Saturday 8th 

 
Guidance 

 
9.30 am 
Sainsburys Car Park 
 

 
Wednesday 12th 

 
Lunch Group  
(Let Kathy know if you are 
attending please) 

 
Grouse and Claret, 
Rowsley, 1 p.m. 

 
Saturday 22nd 

 
Cosford Air Museum Trip 

 
Contact Sil Kinder 

for details 
 

 
Sunday 23rd 

 
Ashover Classic Car and Bike 
Show, Rectory Fields  
S45 0BA 

 
10 am – 4 pm 

 
Tuesday 25th 

 
Committee Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library 
Café, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
 


