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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 

CHAIRMAN DOMINIC BOOTH 0782 1464483 

HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER BOB STONE 01246 568894 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

 
Vacant 

 
Vacant 

 
PRO (Publicity) 

 
VACANT 

 
VACANT 

WEB MASTER DOMINIC BOOTH 0782 1464483 

SOCIAL SECRETARY VACANT VACANT 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 

MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
WITHOUT PORTFOLO 

ROGER BATES 
SIL KINDER 

RAY PARKER 
JAN CRESWELL 

 
  
 

E-Mail Contacts 
HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

GUIDANCE OFFICER  robjstone@aol.com 

GROUP iamchesterfield@gmail.com 

EDITOR ymstone@aol.com 

                                                                             

DATA PROTECTION ACT  
PLEASE NOTE - Details that members have supplied to the group are held a 
database for Groups use. If you object to your details being held this way, please 
inform the Secretary in writing. 
 

mailto:iamchesterfield@gmail.com
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that 
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 
arrange a drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
 

               
 
 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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Just some bits and pieces....               From the President 
 
I am amazed that almost 9,000 drivers are still on the road despite having 12 
points or more on their licences. There are 12 motorists in Britain who have 
30 (yes 30) points or more that are still able to drive, with 2 on 51 points!!! 
According to data obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, in the 
past year there has been a 25% increase in the number of drivers with 12 or 
more points still allowed to drive. 
 
Regulations say a motorist with 12 points must attend court and expect a 
sixth month ban, but magistrates can be lenient and not disqualify motorists 
if they show that having their licence taken away would cause them 
“exceptional hardship”!!! What a mockery. Any comments? 
 
The UK built 443,581 cars in the first 3 months of this year, the highest 
quarter figure since 2004. By March one was being produced every 16 
seconds. Excellent news. 
 
More than 500,000 uninsured cars have been seized in the past 4 years. 
Police have already seized 72,000 this year and 30% were crushed. If caught, 
drivers get 6 points on their licences as well as a £300 fixed penalty fine. 
Finally, I have great faith in my local garage who do all my servicing and 
repairs/MOT, but because of possible “come back” on the MOT, advisories 
state that there are two trays, one covering part of the engine bay and one 
undertray which they cannot see under/over on the test, so cannot be held 
responsible for any faults concealed. Have you come across anything similar 
in this age of litigation? 
 
More next time .......stay safe and happy        Mike. 
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        THE DAY I WAS NEARLY A FILM STAR          
 
In 1969 I was a supervisor at the Express Dairy in Langdale Road, Barnsley. 
One day I had just finished a milk round as I was covering for a roundsman on day 
off. I had offloaded my empties and put the float on charge and was ready for home 
when the manager knocked on his office window and beckoned me inside. He said 
“Colin, this chap wants to borrow a milk float, something to do with a film and as he 
obviously isn’t insured to drive one and seeing that you are the only one in the 
depot apart from me I wondered if you would like to help him out.” 
 
  The “chap” introduced himself as Ken Loach and said he was a film director. “We 
are making a film about a young local lad who has a pet kestrel he calls Kes” he said.  
"Do you know where Harold Avenue is in Lundwood?”  I said " I should do, that’s on 
round 4 and it used to be my round before I was made supervisor.”    “Good” said 
Ken. What I would like is a float loaded with milk etc as though it was just going to 
start a milk round and driving out to Harold Avenue and I will meet you  there.” 
 
It sounded interesting so I agreed to do it. I chose a float that had not been out that 
day and was therefore fully charged. I loaded it with 20 crates of milk, a tray of 
cream, a tray of yogurt, a box of eggs and a crate of orange juice and drove it flat 
out at 10 mph to Lundwood which is a suburb of Barnsley. About 30 minutes later I 
arrived at Harold Avenue where Ken Loach met me as arranged. 
 
He introduced me to a young schoolboy named David Bradley who was going to 
play the part of Billy Casper in the film and explained what was going to happen.          
“The milkman is delivering milk down the road” he said “and David, aka Billy Casper 
is delivering newspapers. They arrive more or less at the same house at the same 
time and exchange a few pleasantries but as the milk float draws away, Billy Casper 
steals a carton of orange juice from the back of the float”.  
 
 I said “OK” and as Ken walked away I was left sat in the cab waiting for filming to 
start .Thoughts flitted through my mind like “How much would I be paid, would it 
lead to more film parts, would my name be in the film credits etc.” 
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 A movement in the rear view mirror caught my attention and I saw a figure striding 
down the pavement who I instantly recognised as Duggie Brown as he was one of 
my favourite comedians. “OH, I thought Duggie Brown is going to be in the film 
too.” As he drew level with the cab he leaned in and said “Right lad, get that white 
coat off and show me how to drive this thing. 
 
My heart sank and I knew I was not going to be a film star after all........... 
On the plus side I had a fabulous full English breakfast with Ken Loach, the stars and 
the film crew in their massive mobile canteen.  David Bradley subsequently changed 
his name to Dai Bradley to avoid confusion with another actor of the same name. 
 
And Me?   I rose through the ranks of Express Dairy to become manager of one of 
their largest branches in Bradford, but I would rather have been a film star. 
 
                                                            Colin Wilkinson  Member. 
******************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 We have a few words of congratulations this month –  

 
 Congratulations to Ray Parker and his new fiancée Dot on 

the announcement of their engagement. 
 

 Congratulations to Kathy Beninati on passing her Test 
 

 Congratulations to Dr Geoffrey Woodman on his Test pass. 
 

 Congratulations to Tony Pope, Roger Bates, Selwyn Gough 
and Sil Kinder on passing their IMI examination. 
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HERE LIES A TALE ……………………………….. 
 
Bob and I go to a quiz most Monday nights at the Peacock Pub on 
Chatsworth Road.  As it is not far from home we usually walk, unless of 
course it is tipping with rain then we may resort to the car. 
 
One particular Monday night recently we got about half way across the 
road at the traffic lights (which were on red, of course) near The Star Pub.  
From our left,  Land Rover or Range Rover drove through the red light, 
without lights on, and whilst on his mobile phone. He was oblivious to us 
crossing the road.   He had a very simple registration number – 
presumably a personalised number plate – so we were able to recall it.   
 
Next morning Bob called into the Police Station in Chesterfield to report 
these three traffic offences.   The person on reception consulted with a 
colleague and came back and said they would not take any details 
because we did not have two independent witnesses.  The thought is 
apparently that we could have some sort of vendetta against the man with 
this number plate and were trying to get him into trouble. Actually, no!  I 
reported it to Crimestoppers anyway. I am not sure what they do with the 
information but at least I felt I had done something positive.   
 
However, this situation nagged at me for a few days because in the worse 
case scenario it could happen again and someone could be seriously hurt 
or worse.  I wrote an email to the Derbyshire Constabulary at Chesterfield 
not really expecting anything to come of it. However, a couple of weeks 
later I received a very apologetic letter through the post saying how sorry 
they were with the way in which the matter was dealt.  They asked for a 
few details, including the registration number of the vehicle advising that 
they would inform their staff to keep a look out for it, and would also 
advise the dangerous driving incident team.  In the end, there was some 
sort of result!                                       

Yvonne, Editor 
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A NOTE ABOUT SOCIAL NIGHTS 
 
The group has not had a Social Secretary for coming up to two years.  
 
Due to not having a person whose job it is solely to deal with planning social 
nights, this duty has had to be ‘shared’ around the Committee, (and also a 
couple of other members have helped out) and of course Committee 
Members already have their existing posts to deal with.   
 
Because of this we have had to diversify somewhat from purely motoring 
related social nights.  We have had speakers from Guide Dogs, The Cheese 
Factor, Farrier Doug Bradbury to name but a few.  Some visits have been 
from charities who just request a donation but at other times speakers charge 
a flat rate for a visit.   Social nights are not particularly well attended, even 
‘though we have changed venue to St Thomas’ Centre on Chatsworth Road 
to a brighter room with a kitchen where for £1.50 you can have a tea or 
coffee, biscuits and a raffle ticket.  
 
We need better attendance so that at least we can try to cover the cost of 
speakers. Speakers nowadays tend to charge at least £30 for a visit, with 
most charging in excess of £45.   
 
We have arranged the October and November social nights – October’s will 
be a talk by Mike Hodgkins on his life in the fire service and also about the 
Peak District Ranger and Mountain Rescue Service. Mike has also written 
two books with another in progress.  
 
In November we will be having a talk by Vivian Hutson on the Bomber 
Offensive in WW2. 
 
Obviously these are not particularly motoring related socials, but we hope 
they will be of interest, so  please please  try to attend.               EDITOR 
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TREASURE HUNT AND BBQ (or as it is now named, Bob’s ‘Mystery Tour’) 

 
As Bob and I waited in the designated lay-by on the Baslow Road just 
outside of Chesterfield, it started to rain, which wasn’t forecast.   There were 
already two willing cars waiting to be sent off on the ‘Anniversary’ Treasure 
Hunt, Ray Parker and Diane Mason with two helpers.  We sent Ray off, who 
was bravely doing the Hunt on his own, shortly followed by Diane & Co. The 
next to arrive was Michele Young who kindly turned up to take photos of 
people setting off. Roger Bates and Associate Daniel arrived and were duly 
sent on their way.   Sil Kinder and Co (plus canine helper) arrived and after 
initial instructions and photo opportunities they were sent off.    Dom and 
Rosie arrived in the van with all the supplies, BBQ, sausages, burgers, drinks 
etc.  A shame that Dom and Rosie were not able to take part but many 
thanks to them for their input on the day.  Chef Dom was Chief Overseer of 
the BBQ while Rosie was Chief Bun Cutter. 
   

                            
                         
Next to arrive were Jeff and Sue Snape.  It was still drizzling with rain and 
looking miserable at this point even ‘though the forecast was for a fine day. 
The last to arrive was Kathy Beninati and friend.   By about 12.40 all those 
who said they would take part had been sent off, so Bob and I just drove 
through the first part of the Hunt to make sure everything was OK. (Little did 
we realise at that point that it wasn’t)! 
 
We drove to Bill Storey’s field where Dom and Rosie were busy setting up 
the BBQ.    We found Ray Parker there already who informed us that there 
was something wrong with the instructions. Ooops!    We had missed out a 
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‘turn right’ which obviously caused some confusion for all the participants.    
While we were standing around waiting for people to turn up having finished 
the Hunt we were slightly concerned that they would all have got lost and 
confused at some point until they realised there had been a mistake and 
back-tracked slightly.   Anyway eventually everyone arrived in Bill’s field, and 
thankfully not too angry!  Some friends and relations of Bill and Matlock IAM 
members arrived to join in with the BBQ.  

                       

 
 

                Roger’s Rovers 
 

     

The winning team 
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Michele came to the BBQ site with dessert – strawberries and meringues – 
and took more photos. After everyone was suitably refreshed it was time for 
me to tot up people’s scores.  I won’t divulge who came in last place, but 
Team Roger and Daniel came 2nd, and Diane Mason & Team came first, so 
well done to them, and to everyone who took part. We hope you enjoyed it 
despite a missing instruction! 
 
After the ‘prize giving’ some of us had a go at the George Smith Challenge, 
run by Matlock IAM.  Although we in the Chesterfield group wouldn’t have 
been allowed to win as this is a Matlock memorial challenge, it was still a bit 
of fun trying to get Frisbees into a ring, or even into a bucket! 
 
We must thank Bill Storey again for allowing us to use his field.  There were 
even some sheep in the barn – and no, none of them went missing for 
reasons of the BBQ!   Also many thanks again to Dom and Rosie for 
preparing and serving the BBQ, and to Michele for taking photos and bringing 
dessert. 
************************************************************************************* 
Blog of Shaun Cronin, IAM Roadsmart’s Regional Quality manager 
(Southern) 
 

IAM RoadSmart has now launched its new Advanced Driver 
course training material and steering featured in the roll out to observers 
and examiners.  What I still find amusing is that rotational steering, first 
featured in the 2007 edition of Roadcraft and yet, here we are nine years 
on with some still denying its very existence.  Recently I was told that as 
far as both the police and Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) 
were concerned all forms of steering apart from pull-push had been 
discontinued. Nothing could be further from the truth and I am very happy 
to dismiss this rumour. Safe, competent and effective steering is what is 
required. 
When it comes to your steering technique there are some key questions 
you should ask yourself as an advanced driver: 

1. Is it safe? 
2. Are you in full control of the vehicle? 
3. Can you reach all the ancillary controls of the vehicle easily? 

4. Could you react quickly to changing circumstances? 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-driver-course
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-driver-course
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If you can answer yes to those questions, then what else are you worrying 
about?  Wait …I can hear it – ‘THUMBS and AIRBAGS,’ some shout. 
People often say - ‘If your thumbs are not on the outside of the wheel then 
when you collide with the kerb they will get broken’ and ‘If you cross your 
arms on the wheel, when you crash your arms will get blown into your 
face by the airbag.’ Why are we assuming crashing? Pessimism won’t 
help with your placing thumbs or arms but furthermore with your driving. 
On a purely mechanical side note, older cars with low ratio non-power 
steering racks feedback very directly to the driver through the steering 
wheel, hence the old worry about thumbs. With modern high-ratio power 
steering racks the mechanical effect is reversed. The driver now has the 
upper hand. 

 
After my first blog, I was asked to explain my steering methods for greater 
clarity. Here are the five known techniques I use or a hybrid of each 
where appropriate: 

 
Pull - push:  I use this method when the vehicle is travelling more slowly, 
roundabouts and junctions are an example of where large amounts of 
steering input can be required in a short distance. Remember don’t be the 
Playstation generation! Slide your hands to the 12 o'clock position first so 
you get maximum rotation with your first pull. 

 
Fixed grip: When the vehicle is travelling more quickly I 'fix my grip' on 
the steering wheel and use a direct steering input to negotiate the bend. I 
do not cross my arms as there is no need, with a higher ratio steering 
rack little movement is needed to steer effectively this way. 

 
Rotational: During low-speed manoeuvring rotational 'hand over hand' 
steering is effective and gives maximum output. With power steering 
consider 'palming' with just one hand on the rim of the wheel. It works well 
when manoeuvring very slowly i.e. maximum steering effect with very 
minimal road wheel movement. It is very effective when reversing a towed 
trailer.  But remember – no dry steering! 

 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-and-policy/news-and-insights/blog-post-details/advice-and-insights/2016/05/20/steering-the-old-pull-and-push
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Single input: This one requires the driver to be fully familiar with their 
vehicle dynamics.  I am stationary and I wish to move off putting in a large 
amount of steering input for minimal road wheel travel, for example a right 
turn major to minor when held stationary by oncoming traffic.  I bring my 
right hand down to the opposite side of the wheel to about the eight 
o'clock position and as I move forward one single input of steering takes 
me directly where I want to be. I then control the self-centering action as 
we straighten up, not letting the wheel slip through my hands. 

 
Pre-positioning: Juan Manuel Fangio was the master of this one also 
known as 'The Fangio shuffle.’  When approaching a sweeping corner the 
five time world champion would pre-position his hands on the wheel so 
when he turned into the corner the result was his hands were then in the 
quarter to three position, where he had maximum steering control during 
the curved path. Before someone tells me ‘this is just for the track’ – in the 
1950’s and 1960’s public roads were the tracks, Mille Miglia, Le Mans, 
Reims, Targa Floria etc. 

 
IAM RoadSmart advanced driving courses are about developing thinking 
drivers. If you adhere to just one method of steering then doing just one 
thing is easy.  However, if you can correctly demonstrate safe and 
effective steering control in your vehicle, using a variety of known steering 
techniques, at appropriate times in the drive, then you are indeed a 
thinking driver.  So to the doubters out there, are we lowering, maintaining 
or raising standards?  You be the judge.  Enjoy the drive. 

 
************************************************************************************* 

August Lunch Club at the Plug and Feathers, Glapwell 
Michele Young 

This venue for our Lunch Club gathering on Wed 10 August 
was chosen after being recommended by Ray Parker.  We 
were able to sit outside for a pre-lunch drink in glorious 
sunshine as we waited for everybody to arrive. The lunch 
became a celebration when Ray introduced us to his 
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Fiancée, Dot- lovely news. We also welcomed new member Kathy who joined us 
making a total of 9.  The interior of the pub was very attractive and we sat a 
large round table which meant we could chat to everyone easily.  We were well 
looked after by the staff and the food was delicious. They offer a comprehensive 
menu with daily specials and 2 meals for £12.00 from the Kitchen Favourites 
section which was excellent value.  Jeff also maintained his tradition of having a 
spectacular pudding to finish his lunch!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Plug and Feathers is situated in Glapwell a bit further down the hill from The 
Young Vanish (May Lunch Club).  We were all intrigued by the unusual name of 
this pub so I thought I would try and find out the origin of the name. The pub 
was originally called ‘The Glapwell Hotel’ known as ‘The Glappie’ by locals. The 
Glapwell Hotel was in fact one of the first places that train travellers would see 
when leaving the nearby LMS train station, which was closed in the 1930s. This 
railway station connected Glapwell with the outside world.  The pub was 
renamed Ma Hubbard’s until it was brought by The Pub People Company in 
2012. It underwent extensive redevelopment and the interior was refurbished 
to a high standard giving the current modern contemporary look it has today.  
 
The Pub People Company was formed in 1993 as Retail 
Management Services and then rebranded to its 
current name in 2000.  In 2004 the Company 
underwent a management buyout and they now own 
54 pubs in and around Chesterfield, Derby, 
Nottingham, Sheffield and Lincoln which serve high 
quality food and drink offering good value and they are 
committed local suppliers and specialising in cask ales.  

Their head office is located in South Normanton, Alfreton. 
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I telephoned the Company to find out how the name ‘The Plug and Feathers’ 
was chosen.  Helen told me a bit more about the Company and they don’t 
intend to extend the group outside the East Midlands area as they like to keep a 
close eye on all the details of the business and give the pub managers plenty of 
support.  Mark Gallagher, the marketing manager, told me that Plug and 
Feathers is a mining tool so it was an appropriate name given Glapwell’s mining 
heritage.  This tool consists of a line of metal flanges which were struck by 
hammers to split large stones.  Two bars –the feathers- were inserted into a 
hole that was drilled into the rock then a third bar – the plug- was hammered 

between the feathers to prise them apart resulting in the rock splitting.        
 

                      

           

The other pubs owned by the Pub People in Chesterfield are: The Blue 

Stoops, Walton; The Woodside, Ashgate, The Nags Head, Newbold and The 

Rutland Arms near the Crooked Spire. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed our lunch at The Plug and Feathers – The Glappie- 
thank you Ray for recommending this venue.  If you are free on the second 
Wednesday of September do come and join us for lunch. 

 
NEXT LUNCH CLUB WEDNESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

THE BULLS HEAD HOLYMOORSIDE 1PM 

A pre-lunch drink and chat in the  
sun. 

Roger, Ray with his fiancée, Dot,       
and Kathy 
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SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

 
Sunday 4th 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsbury’s Car Park 
9.30 am 

 
Saturday 10th 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsburys Car Park 
9.30 am 

 
Wednesday 14th 

 
Lunch Club 

 
1 p.m.  
The Bull’s Head 
Holymoorside 

 
Thursday 15th 
 

 
‘Focus Group’  meeting 
for all members. 

 
St Thomas’ Centre 
7.30 pm 
 

 
Wednesday 27th 
 

 
Committee Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library 
Café, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Future Dates:  October 
 
Guidance   Sunday 2nd, Saturday 8th 
Lunch Club   Wednesday12th 
Social    Thursday 20th  
Committee Meeting  Tuesday 25th  

 

 
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1017471 

 


