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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

 
PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 

CHAIRMAN BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER RAY PARKER 01246 206959 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

BILL HARRINGTON 01246412696 

 
ACTING PRO 

 
JAN CRESWELL 

 
07895 038538 

WEB MASTER CHRIS LAKE - 

SOCIAL SECRETARY SUE WHEATCROFT 01246 274785 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 

MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
PERSON (ALP) 

JAN CRESWELL 07895 038538   

E-Mail Contacts 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

williamh@30bentsc.fsnet.co.uk 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

GUIDANCE OFFICER  rayparker744@btinternet.com 

ACTING PRO Jaygee.176@gmail.com 

GROUP iamchesterfield@gmail.com 

ALP jaygee.176@gmail.com 

EDITOR ymstone@aol.com 

                                                                             
DATA PROTECTION ACT  

PLEASE NOTE - Details that members have supplied to the group are held a 

database for Groups use. If you object to your details being held this way, 

please inform the Secretary in writing. 

 

 

mailto:iamchesterfield@gmail.com


 3 

 

 
  

 

 

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that 
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 
arrange a drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
 

THE CUT OFF DATE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE AUGUST NEWSLETTER WILL BE 

THURSDAY 26 JULY – AND LET’S HAVE SOME MORE ARTICLES OR THOUGHTS 

FROM MEMBERS PLEASE, THEN I WON’T HAVE TO FILL PAGES WITH SILLY 

QUIZZES!                             

                                                                                              EDITOR 
 

 
 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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THOUGHTS, REPORTS AND RETORTS:                            From the Chairman. 

 

 Is this the summer we have all been looking forward to, or is it yet another 
flash in the pan similar to the experience of a few weeks ago? Whatever the fact it is 
customary to plan for holidays and if you are thinking about a trip across the 
Channel into France the IAM has some important news for you. From July 1St. You 
will be required to carry a breathalyser with you in your vehicle, and not only that , 
it must be an approved type which carries the  blue circular NF logo of the French 
authorities which is the equivalent of our BSI kite mark. This is an important fact 
since some kits are available in the UK which do not comply with this requirement 
and are not acceptable to the French Gendarmerie, and goodness knows what may 
result from that, but it could certainly spoil your holiday. These new regulations in 
France are designed to reduce drink driving and whether or not you agree with 
them the advice from the IAM chief executive Simon Best is “if you are going to 
drink don’t drive, and beware the morning after effect”. Remember the French legal 
limit is lower than in the UK – it is 50 mg per 100ml of blood, that is 35.5% lower 
than in the UK which is 80 mg / 100 ml. You may like French Wine, but drink sensibly 
if at all, don’t let drink spoil your holiday whether you are at home or abroad. 
 
 The above is a brief summary from a news bulletin issued by Chiswick  Head 
Office and is just one of many issued during the year, if you haven’t looked at the 
main IAM website you can find it at “iam.org.uk”. 
 
 Another interesting but very concerning fact amongst the list of subjects 
you will find on “iam.org.uk” is headed “Death wish of driving seat tweeters” and if 
you don’t know what it means look it up and be amazed at some of the tweets 
reported and openly published on Facebook, here you will find; 

             The IAM’s six of the worst dangerous driving tweets: just one of which is 
here reproduced, 

@bellyki Here lies Isobel. She perished while 
simultaneously eating a whole packet of Percy Pigs, 
driving down the M3 and tweeting about it.  

With such happenings on the roads – the roads we all 
drive on – it seems imprudent to say SAFE DRIVING. 

                                                                   Bill Harrington. 
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CODE BREAKERS - Part 8 – continuation from June. 
 
 This is the last instalment of the Code Breakers series and as in 
previous articles I have referred you to the booklet “Know Your Traffic Signs” 
I do so again this month but with a difference. If you are computerised you 
can now, with reference to our web site, download a FREE pdf copy which 
you can print out and save yourself a fiver, you will find the link under 
www.chesterfield-iam.org.uk and you will find lots of other interesting 
information on the site all of which is relevant to the group and general 
driving, so give it a whirl. 
 
 The next pages in the book (P94 – 143) are very varied and too 
general to warrant detailed comment as in previous articles, but nevertheless 
make interesting and informative reading to any road user. Under “Direction 
signs on all purpose roads” there are signs which, depending on traffic 
conditions and volumes, may need some careful thought, consideration and 
planning to negotiate (p95 Millfield / Nutfield and p97, the four at the top of 
the page, Northtown / Bell Green etc ), particularly if you are in a strange 
area and most particularly if you are driving by Satnav and get a direction to 
make a turn you are not allowed to take. 
 
 Tourist destination signs are very self-explanatory and providing you 
know your intended destination they are well positioned and symbolised to 
lead you there by an appropriate route for traffic management. The Diversion 
signs (p107) are self-explanatory if you follow the appropriate symbol for the 
intended diversion since occasionally such signs may be dual’d for two 
different destinations. 
 
 Other direction signs (p108 – 111) are straight forward in their 
messages but do bear in mind that some carry restrictions which are 
mandatory and if, as a caravaner, you are towing,  watch out for height and 
width restrictions or you may finish up in a jam. 
 
 Following the signs for cyclists and pedestrians comes a section on 
Information signs, then hospitals, police, traffic surveys and ends with traffic 
lights, all of which we should  be familiar with. Tidal flow (p121) which is a 
fairly new concept of road management is well worth casting an eye over 
since if you travel far afield you are quite likely to come across them in a 
greater profusion than locally.  
 
 

http://www.chesterfield-iam.org.uk/
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  Pages 122 -126 basically gives advice to horse and cycle riders 
regarding their crossing the road but it is also useful to the motorist to have 
the knowledge of what to expect, particularly with horses, and only somewhat 
to a lesser extent with cyclists, since no-one wants a horse or cycle on their 
bonnet, not even as a mascot of the event. 
 
 Finally the section between pages128 and 143 has some signs which 
we are all too familiar with, namely for the far too frequent road works, 
working systems, lane closures and traffic control and closes with a few 
pages of miscellaneous information which one day we may come across and 
wonder what it means, that is of course if we haven’t read “Know your Traffic 
Signs”. Armed with this knowledge we should all make for safer drivers and 
by example hopefully encourage other less advanced drivers to become 
safer and more understanding of the rules of the road and why they are 
there. Safe and Happy driving. 
                                                                                 Bill Harrington. 

  

  UPCOMING THEMES - 2012 
 

Theme Opens Competition 

closes 

Winner 

Announced 

The 

Olympics/Sport 

1
st
 July 27

th
 August 2

nd
 September 

The Great British 

Holiday 

2
nd

 September 29
th

 October 4
th

 November 

Bridges 4
th

 November 31
st
 December 6

th
 January 

 

2013 

Agriculture 6
th

 January 25
th

 February 3
rd

 March 

 

 

 

Images must be your own but may be from your collection. They do not have 

to have been taken especially for the competition.



 7 

 
MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 
WINNER MARCH/APRIL 2012 

RAY PARKER 

 
 

Congratulations on an excellent shot. The judges liked the simplicity of the 

composition and the humour. Well done. 
  

If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and you will 

receive the password.    iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com 
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More thoughts from the President. 

 

Looks as if the 2012 F1 championship title race could be one of the most 

interesting for a long time, as the first seven races have produced seven 

different winners. Perhaps the cars are on a more level field now (remember 

the dominance of Ferrari for at least 2 seasons – how boring ) and it is more 

the skill of the drivers….skill bringing many rewards, celebrity  status small 

financial consideration.  

 

What has this to do with us you may ask….well, we may not have the 

financial aspect but we should be pleasantly aware of the status of being an 

Advanced driver. (There are not many motorists who would choose to have a 

total stranger sit in and assess their performance as a driver).  

 

Displaying an IAM badge brings its responsibilities too, setting an example at 

all times, and helping to keep others from moving traffic offences – for 

example, if we keep to 30mph, as instructed, all those behind us who have 

rushed up to our back bumpers will not be caught in that unexpected speed 

trap. What a lot of motorists fail to realise is that 35mph in a 30mph zone and 

tailgating would be enough for them to fail a L test!! 

 

Is it my imagination, or is there a general increase in the number of tailgaters 

we are encountering now – not only dangerous but very annoying as we can 

understandably spend more time than we would normally looking in the rear 

view mirror, and thus some forward concentration must be lost. 

I don’t know of any safe method of shaking off a tailgater other than finding a 

safe place to let them pass…. but that plays right into their hands and does 

nothing to educate them. Anyone, any legal suggestions? 

 

Please give this some serious thought as the person who “cracks” this one 

would surely be in line for a knighthood! 

 

More next time….. stay safe and happy.        Mike. 
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Water 
 

Yes, water and there has been plenty of it recently. So, let’s take a look at 

hidden dangers and how to handle it. 

 

Driving at speed through any kind of water, no matter how deep or shallow it 

is,  can send your car in a spin or even off the road. When you hit water at 

speed your tyres can no longer grip the surface of the road and this is called 

aquaplaning, in other words you lose control.  

 

Two things you can do when seeing water on the road and they are, steer 

round the water if it’s safe to do so and the other is to drive through it but 

slowly. Of course it goes without saying that if the water is too deep then find 

another route. After going through any deep water drive a little slowly and 

apply the brakes for a second or two to with your left foot dry them off. 

 

The other danger of pools of water is you have no idea as to what lays 

beneath. It could be a deep pot hole, any kind of bricks or rubble or it could 

even be a ditch so always go to the part of the road that that is shallow i.e. the 

centre line and again only if your way is clear. If you come upon a road that is 

under water but you can drive through then engage first gear and keep the 

engine running fast by slipping the clutch as this will stop water going into the 

exhaust pipe. Do not drive fast and make waves as this could affect your 

electrics and the engine will cut out. Not so with diesels I might add.  

 

Again,  after leaving deep water dry out your brakes. I hope this helps. 

 

Safe Driving 

Ray 
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DEDICATION OF GROUP CARAVAN TO ALAN MORGAN 

 

Most of you will have heard or read the sad news earlier this year about the 

untimely death of our PRO Alan Morgan. 

 

Alan was a stalwart of the group, promoting the road safety and advanced 

driving message at every opportunity. One of his main passions was to ensure 

that the group caravan was present at as many events as was possible. Also on 

many occasions he would tow the caravan to and from these events. 

 

It is with this in mind that it has been decided that the caravan will be 

dedicated to the memory of Alan and also to the greatly appreciated work that 

Alan did for the group. 

 

The dedication will be carried out by our president Mike Dickerson at 11:30 

on Sunday 29 July 2012 at the Rotary Ashover Classic Car & Bike Show 

when a plaque will be attached to the caravan to mark the dedication. 

 

It would be good if as many members as possible could be in attendance to 

mark this occasion. 

The address of the venue is:- 

Ashover Show Ground 

Rectory Fields 

Milken Lane 

Ashover 

Chesterfield 

S45 0BA 

 

We look forward to seeing you all there 

 

Chesterfield Group Committee 
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I saw a Readers Letter the other day in the CSMA magazine where the reader 

was asking the correct way to reverse out of the driveway into a main road – 

he and his wife disagreed as to whether one should emerge face the traffic 

flow or to match the direction of the flow.  

 

I must admit I thought this was perhaps a joke and checked the magazines 

publication date! 

 

Needless to say this brought a response the following month from fellow 

readers. I will quote what I thought were the best two bits from those letters. 

“The missive fills me with dread when xx asks for the safest way to reverse 

into the road from his drive.  Both he and his wife are wrong. I refer them 

both to the Highway Code rule 201. This states that they should reverse into 

the drive and then leave forwards.  

 

I understand they may find it difficult to reverse into the drive …… when it 

comes to balancing difficulty against safety I know which side I always come 

down on.” 

 

And  

“I hope xxx was not serious when he asked the safest way to reverse out of his 

drive. He could try the technique employed by the late Jessie Matthews … she 

was a superstar in her day  .. thought everyone would stop for her, leaning on 

her horn and reversing straight out without looking. 

 

Of course the only safe way to exit their drive is forwards. If neither of them 

is capable of reversing into their drive, then dare I say that perhaps they 

shouldn’t be driving at all.” 

Bob S 

 

(With acknowledgement to the CSMA Magazine for May and June 2012.) 
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This is how you park when you want a sleep 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Photographs courtesy of Jan 
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Correct Use Of Horn 
 

The horn is only ever used to let other drivers and road users know 
you are there. If for example you’re driving along and a car is reversing 
out of a driveway and you’re unsure as to whether he knows you are 
approaching then by all means sound the horn. A couple more 
examples are, if someone is leaning in their car and their door is wide 
open, a group of children messing about on the pathway etc. 
 
There are times when driving on a country lane and you approach a 
blind bend you can sound the horn. But one thing you must consider 
is,  is there a horse and rider around the corner and are you in danger 
of startling it and causing the horse to rear up and cause the rider to 
fall off and in the same way you have to be careful of cyclists who 
sometimes may ride with earphones in listening to music. 
 
Before the horn should be used you must remember children, elderly 
and people with hearing problems may not hear a horn so…… 

1. Alter your position to avoid the hazard and reduce your speed 

2. Use the horn in good time 

3. Adjust the length of the horn note to the circumstances 

4. Most importantly using the horn does not justify excessive 

speed for the circumstances (for example driving round a bend). 

Now let me say a few words about headlights. These can be used in 
the same way as your horn where the horn may not be heard, and in 
place of the horn at night. Flashing lights are only to be used to let 
other road users that you are there. Never assume that a headlight 
flash from another driver is a signal to proceed and never flash another 
driver to go. For further information on this talk to your observer and 
look it up in Advanced Driving, Highway Code and Roadcraft. 
 
Safe Driving, Ray 
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CAPTION COMPETITION 
 

I found this photo in one of my folders on the computer, but cannot remember 
where it came from, so thanks to whoever sent it! 
Bill and Ray are looking slightly bemused at what was being said so I thought 
it may be a bit of fun for people to think up their own captions to the photo. 
No prizes for the most amusing, just the kudos of winning. 
 
Send us your thoughts …………………………… 

Yvonne, Editor 
 

……..  
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Try your luck at this quiz. (try it without 
resorting to Google or wikipedia !) 

1. Who designed the mini?  

2. Was the first powered road vehicle 
Manufactured in 1769, 1779, 1789 or 
1799?  

3. What was Rolls of Rolls Royce 
fame first name?  

4. What make of cars was Lord 
Nuffield responsible for 
manufacturing?  

5. Which British car manufacturer 
shares it’s name with a London 
Bridge?  

6. Which Ferrari was named after the 
son of Enzo Ferrari who was killed 
in a car accident?  

7. What German car is named after a 
strong North Atlantic wind?  

8. What was the Jaguar car called 
before 1945?  

9. Who was the founder of Lotus Cars 
Ltd.?  

10. Which car model was named after 
the man who founded Detroit? 

 

 Answers in August Newsletter
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WHATS ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE     

 

. 
JULY 2012 -  No group social 
 

 
SUNDAY 1ST 

 
GUIDANCE 

 
9.30 am 
Sainsbury’s Car Park 
 

 
SATURDAY 7TH 

 
GUIDANCE 

 
9.30 am 
Sainsbury’s Car Park 
 

 
SATURDAY 14TH 

 
CUTTHORPE GALA 
 

 
 
Contact Acting PRO 
for information 
 

 
TUESDAY 24TH 

 
MEDIAEVAL MARKET, 
Chesterfield 

 
SUNDAY 29TH 

 
ASHOVER CLASSIC CAR 
AND BIKE SHOW 
 

 
11 am – 5 pm 

 
TUESDAY 31ST 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
7.30 pm Chesterfield 
Library Café 
 

 
Future Dates: 
 
August – (no group social) 
 
Sunday 5th  Guidance 
Saturday 11th  Guidance 
Thursday 16th  Action Group Meeting 
Tuesday 28th  Committee Meeting 


