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JUNE   
SUNDAY        5th Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 
SATURDAY   11th Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 
  See Inside and Back Page for Events 
TUESDAY      28th Committee meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library 

   
JULY   

SUNDAY         3rd Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 
SATURDAY 9th Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 
  See Inside and Back Page for Events 
TUESDAY 26th Committee meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library 

GROUP CONTACT: BOB STONE 01246 568894 
 

GROUP WEB SITE: www.chesterfield-iam.org.uk 

 
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1017471 

Associate Members; PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday or Saturday guidance sessions 
which are held at the SAINSBURYS CAR PARK at 9.30 or 10.30am as per the list below. If this 
causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that other 
arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at anytime during the 
morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to arrange a drive at any suitable 
time. 
 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if not 
both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ON PASSING THEIR TEST 

 

John Jeffery … Observer Bill Harrington 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ASSOCIATES 
 

Sally O‟Manony … Observer Bob Stone 
Basil Biggins … Observer Roger Bates 

Malcolm Pantry … Observer Richard Wilkinson 
Mike Canetti … Observer Richard Wilkinson 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR ALLOWING 

US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
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        An age old problem?  (Or a problem with old age) 

 Having just renewed my driving licence for the next THREE years I was quite surprised on how 
little I needed to tell Swansea on the application form. Because I had renewed my photo/plastic 
licence some 18 months ago ( it was 10 years old ) I did not, this time, have to send a new 
photo. Because I had not moved house and the address details held by the DVLA were correct, 
I did not have to fill in the address details. Because it was a straight renewal, I did not have to 
provide evidence of who I was. What I DID have to do was to tick a box to say I could read a 
number plate at 22 metres with or without glasses or contact lenses and tick another box to say 
I had no medical conditions detrimental to driving…..sign, date and dispatch. 
This got me wondering how many of us more mature drivers will keep self-certificating 
ourselves irrespective of any age related slower reactions / changing and additional motoring 
law / less mobile joints, making for a stiffer body frame especially in reverse mode et al ? 
 
Every one of my age and older, reading this article will have done something about proving 
driving skills by being an ADVANCED DRIVER , but what about the thousands of elderly 
drivers out there who have not felt the need to have themselves checked? I am NOT 
advocating compulsory re-testing of all 70+ year olds but what I am suggesting is putting our 
organisation at their disposal for driving checks similar to our associate assessment with a de-
brief and written report. This I am sure, would be beneficial to the candidate, would publicise 
our name and hopefully improve the standard of driving generally, by reassuring the competent 
driver and by suggesting where improvements can be made to the not so confident. In my 35 
years with the group I have only been asked to check (by his worried daughter) ONE elderly 
gentleman – it was not good news for him, but for the road safety of others, it needed to be 
done. 
This article has been written to ask for your opinion on this suggestion; I would really 
appreciate your views/comments. 
 
On a much lighter note, I was pleasantly impressed to read that Derbyshire CC is to spend 
£20,000,000 on repairing and improving our local roads over the next 12 months….not before 
time! 
I wonder, under the improvement section, if they will remove some of the speed bumps, 
especially those red concrete square based “truncated pyramid” ones. I will not hold my breath! 
 
An interesting article appeared recently concerning car insurance for the newly qualified 17 to 
25 bracket. An 18 year old young man bought a 1999 Volvo S40, valued at £700, The premium 
quoted for this 1.6 litre saloon from AA insurance was……..£24,000!!!!!! Needless to say he 
“shopped around”. but I love his comment on the quote…”It is enough for a deposit on a nice 
house”. Yes. 
 
Stay safe and happy          Mike.    

                

 

 

 

Teacher: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor? 

John: Because you told me to do it without using tables 
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Look Right, Look Left and Look 
Right Again   Ray Parker Guidance Officer 

My article this week will be a trio of things. But firstly the above saying: you have all heard it 
before. We were taught this in basic road safety at school, well some of us maybe. But when 
being taught to drive we were told this. Now, think about your driving habits. I have noticed a lot 
of people when approaching junctions and roundabouts will nearly always look left first. I have 
to ask why? We all know the immediate danger will come from the right. Ask yourself where did 
that motorcycle come from on the old TV advert? That‟s right it came and hit the drivers (right) 
side of the car.  

So talking you through it, we approach a junction and intend to turn right. We bring the car to a 
halt, we look to our right, nothing coming so we look to our left and there is one car coming and 
there is a good gap after it to take. We look right again and this time there is a car very close to 
the junction. Let him pass and look left again, all clear to go. It is that easy, now finally look 
again at that scenario and go through it as if you only look left first……..could have turned out 
bad. 

Whilst we had a display in Chesterfield market on Saturday we get a lot of talking done and we 
do cover all sorts of issues with each other and with the public. One question was asked and 
that was “is it illegal to remove your rear head restraints”? Well we couldn‟t come to an answer 
at first and whilst talking we spotted a police officer, Jan and I looked at each other and gave 
chase to talk with him. He told us quite certainly we can if we wish remove the rear head 
restraints as can block you rear vision especially when reversing. However I must also have to 
earnestly urge you to check with your insurance company. If you are shunted from the rear a 
passenger may suffer from a neck injury and you insurance may be void if the restraints are 
removed. And I have since rung the police to double check on this issue. 

 The other talking point was glasses, and your vision. As you are aware when looking all 
around and just driving you get a lot of good peripheral vision from the right and left without 
even moving your head. Very very useful and vital to us. Think now about designer glasses, a 
lot these days have a quite broad arm on each side. Just look and see how much vision they 
can cut out. So next time you go for new glasses give this a thought. 

Safe Driving 

Ray 

 

FINAL REMINDER FOR RAF COSFORD DAY TRIP 

This is a final reminder for those who have said they are going to RAF Cosford on the 12
th
 

June. You must buy your tickets by either telephone 08712301083 or you can buy on the web 

at http://www.seetickets.com/tour/cosford-air-show   the choice is now yours. 

We will meet at Sainsbury‟s at 7.30am for a quick getaway. Also we will fill cars and if you have 

a blue badge, bring it with you. As far as food goes we should all bring a packed lunch as food 

there will be expensive. All that is left to say is pray for good weather. Any other questions ring 

me on 01246 206959 or see me at guidance on 5
th

 June. 
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THOUGHTS, REPORTS AND RETORTS. 
                                                                                             From the Chairman 

 A somewhat busy month in April heralded a start to better weather than we have been 

experiencing over the past winter and in spite of the Easter break and May Day holiday which 

quickly followed each other we had a successful month with our events programme and the 

support for them. Guidance days in early May proved the worth of our advertising efforts when 

we had an extremely good turnout of both existing Associates and several (4) New Members, 

along with an equally supportive crew of Observers to accompany them on their observed runs, 

we have another two members up to Test Ready standard and one further successful Test 

Pass which is reported elsewhere in this magazine.  Apart from the above we also have a new 

Observer, a Group Observer almost ready for qualifying and a Senior Observer well forward 

with training which will help to enhance our Observer Team, so if you are interested in 

furthering your driving have a word with Ray or myself for more detail. 

 Easter Saturday saw the caravan and crew at the market in Chesterfield once again 

and this was a successful and well supported day with encouraging results. If you missed this 

one and you get this magazine prior to the event there is another chance to come along on 

Saturday, May 28
th

. At any time from 08.00 to 16.00. If you are able to attend and help out with 

manning the Display Unit, that‟s our caravan, which by then should have been re-logoed then 

please let Alan or any member of the team know in advance to allow planning of schedules, do 

please come along as I am sure you will enjoy the experience of contact with the general public 

and there is also free coffee and biscuits. If you missed this one there are other events later in 

the year, so make use of your recently distributed EVENTS PROGRAMME for the dates, and if 

you haven‟t got a calendar please ask for one. 

 Another thing you will enjoy if you enjoy driving is the Inter Group Challenge. This year 

it will be held at Brimington, hopefully as a Grass Field event perhaps better known as an Off 

Road event in motoring circles and will be competitive between several groups in the area who 

will be competing for the Inter Group Challenge Trophy. Teams of three drivers will be 

competing by showing their skills and abilities to navigate and manoeuvre a car through various 

obstacles. More details are given elsewhere in this magazine by Ray, so once again please get 

your name in to him or any committee member ASAP. 

 You may well have missed the recent Skid Pan Experience which was held earlier this 

month and which by unanimous agreement of the attendees was a most enjoyable evening.  

This as previously reported, is held at the Police Driving School at Crofton near Wakefield and 

the evening starts with a pleasant 40 mile progressive drive up the M1 to aim for a 7pm start to 

the event at Crofton where two of the schools trainers greet us and set us to work in teams of 

three to gain some hands on experience on the cause and effect of skidding and methods of 

correction, all within the safe environment of their skid pan. Sound interesting? Well if you want 

to go on the next event which is on Tuesday September 6
th
 get your name to me asap since 

there is a limit of 12 drivers and those places are as rare as hens teeth. Some members have 

attended previously which proves its popularity, but rest assured that preference is given to first 
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timers since we want as many as possible to have the experience. A brief summary of the 

recent event which you may find interesting appears elsewhere, so look it up. 

 In this era of free offers I would like to remind you about our free offer of a check 

drive with a Senior Observer of the group which you can have on or round about the 

anniversary of passing your test – a full hours drive and a written report designed to keep you 

up to par, and you can do this every year as a member. 

 Go Karting at Mansfield was another hugely successful evening event and comments 

by those attending were that they hope it will be repeated – and it will – so look out for it in the 

future. 

 One other event, details of which you will see elsewhere, is the Walking Photo Hunt 

which promises to be a pleasant Thursday evening social occasion and takes place in July 

when we don‟t meet on our regular social nights in June, July and August, so come along for a 

walk about and save fuel costs, help save the environment and enjoy good company. 

 Finally may I make an impassioned plea to you our readers to respond to the articles 

which appear in the magazine, are they interesting? Are they useful? Do you enjoy them? Or 

are they a load of rubbish and a waste of space? Most of us now have computers and it doesn‟t 

take long to tap out a few words and press the send button, and Richard your editor would be 

over the moon to  hear from you, so why not express your opinions  and send them to;- 

                                     challenge_copy@btinternet.com 

PS. To give you a little inspiration, in the last two months issues you will have seen and 

hopefully read an article by Diip Guha covering his travels around the world. The 3
rd

 and final 

part will be in the July edition of the magazine. 

They were so well received that Diip is giving us further benefits of his experiences at one of 

our socials over the winter months so look out for the date. In the meantime feel inspired and 

tell us some of your own experiences. 

BILL HARRINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A senior citizen said to his pal: ‘So I hear you’re getting married?’ 

‘Yep!’ 

‘Do I know her?’  Nope!’ 

This woman, is she good looking?’  Not really.’ 

‘Is she a good cook?’  ‘Naw, she can’t cook too well.’ 

‘Does she have lots of money?’  ‘Nope! Poor as a church mouse.’ 

‘Well then is she good in bed?’  ‘I don’t know.’ 

‘Why in the world do you want to marry her then?’  

‘BECAUSE SHE CAN STILL DRIVE!’ 
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Give Young Drivers Life-Saving Skills 

The IAM will continue to work with the government to introduce a new system of post-test driver 
training to reduce the rate of serious road accidents involving young people. 
In 2009 young car drivers accounted for 27 per cent of all car driver fatalities, and 2,026 young 
car drivers were killed or seriously injured

1
. And with driver and rider error behind the top three 

causes of fatal and serious crashes, the message is clear – young drivers need more 
experience and training. 
IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “The government is right to prioritise saving young 
drivers‟ lives in its new ten-year road safety strategy. Having analysed systems of post-test 
training from other countries, we know that the best examples have reduced young male 
deaths by almost 30 per cent*.  
The IAM wants to see accredited training offered to young drivers in the first 12 to 18 months 
after passing the basic driving test. 
This would include: 

 Training by qualified instructors. 

 An initial on-road assessment to gain knowledge of their experience and to highlight 
any deficiencies. 

 Off-road practice in handling in the wet, speed into corners and the impact of speed 
on stopping distances. 

 Benefits such as cheaper insurance for young drivers who complete the training. 
Best said: “The first year as a car driver is important for building up the driving experience 
necessary to reduce the risk of crashes. Post-test training with in-depth coaching on driving 
techniques, and extra hours behind the wheel – with an experienced instructor – will prevent 
accidents. We offer our full support to the government to develop life-saving training for young 
drivers.” 

 

Drivers Avoid Speeding Penalties 

Most of the police forces in England and Wales have signed up to new guidelines that will 
enable motorists to avoid points on their licence even if they are caught speeding at 86mph, it 
has emerged. The new framework will allow speeding motorists to pay to complete a speed 
awareness course instead, if caught at up to 10% above the limit plus 9mph. 
So far 37 police forces in England and Wales, now offer the Speed Awareness Courses ACPO, 
the Association of Chief Police Officers said. 
 
An ACPO spokeswoman explained: "Over recent years, the number of people killed and 
seriously injured on our roads has fallen significantly reducing both the toll of personal tragedy 
and the cost to the public purse.  "This reduction has been achieved through a combination of 
improved engineering, enforcement and education. "The changes were proposed following a 
consultation with the UK's leading driver academics that helped to develop the National Speed 
Awareness Course.  "The initial results of an independent research project showed that Speed 
Awareness Courses were highly effective in improving long-term driver behaviour on the roads. 
There is no such evidence to suggest that fines or penalty points offer any long-lasting effect." 
Previously, only those driving at 10% over the speed limit plus 6mph were eligible for the 
course. A spokesman for road safety charity Brake said: "We think these new guidelines send 
out completely the wrong message to drivers. “Speeding or driving at inappropriate speeds is a 
factor in a quarter of all road crashes, tearing families and local communities apart on a daily 
basis." 
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Marshalling at Motor Sport 
Events                                                by Alan Morgan  

    Well, what an exhilarating evening we had of the activities and training requirements that 
would be candidates who wish to become track marshals have to go through. Barbara Shillaker 
provided us with an insight of being put through the paces from anyone with an interest in 
motor sport. We were put through the continual progressive development of the marshal 
reaching the highest position attainable with regular statutory re-assessments and all this on a 
voluntary basis.  
  
   The marshals are controlled under the MSA (Motor Sports Association) and the FIA 
(Federation International de L‟Automobiles). As the governing body the MSA is responsible for 
the guidance and administration of all major forms of motor sports in the UK. Rules do vary 
internationally ie not all countries require marshals to wear flame proof overalls!! Specific rules 
are laid down about the time spent by cars in the pits and pit lanes, which can and cannot 
touch the vehicles and a single driver in a 24 hour event having to get out of his vehicle and go 
round it three times before he can get back in it and drive off and continue the race. 
  
   “What is a Marshal? “ – For this information you have to refer to the blue “pocket” guide. 
   “Why do people marshal? “ – Marshals allow meetings to run smoothly and safely. This is a 
credit to them all as they are all volunteers. They can be found in the pits, paddock and around 
the circuits. The marshals carry a variety of flags which are their method of communications 
over the noise of the track.  
Yellow = danger: held = warning; waved = incident 
Green = Go: held = ok to proceed 
Red = STOP 

  
   Motor sport is dangerous and the marshals need to be fit, alert and need to be aware what‟s 
happening around them. Anyone can marshal providing that they are “reasonably” healthy, 
although less active and disabled members can always be found behind the scenes work. 
Junior marshals can start at 14 years (but are placed in less dangerous positions i.e. pit lanes 
and start lanes under 16 years) paddock and park ferme. All marshals need to be able to react 
to trackside incidents PDQ (pretty damn quick) 
  
Types of Marshal 

   According to experience : Post Chief, Incident Officer, Experienced Marshal (flag and 
incident)Track Marshal, Spectator Marshal, Race Administrator, Paddock Marshal, Telephonist 
and Rescue Unit, Rally Timekeeping and the progress i.e. scrutineers from basic cars to 
Formula 1. 
  
Types of Events: 

   These are numerous: Race, rally, hill climb, sprint, karting, 4x4, auto-test, 12 car rallies to 
name but a few. The events can be international, national or club and non licensed events. 
Because of the international status of British marshals, they and Australian marshalling 
authorities are used to go out and train up marshals in race countries  that are up and coming 
on the world race scene. 
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Training 

 
 However enthusiastic the person is there is still a need for continual practice and training. This 
includes fire fighting and rescue unit work. Training includes all aspects of the sport. The aim is 
to make motor sport safer by training the volunteer officials to the highest possible standard. 
Due to track noise, recognised hand signals are used between marshal posts around the track 
i.e. ok, left, tow and medic assistance. These signals are interactive with the drivers should 
there be an incident. Everyone must know the signage, able to write incident reports and in fact 
need to be multi-tasking. In the UK the Rescue Unit will be on the scene in 90 seconds. 
   Only Senior Marshals have the use of the radio for contact to Race Control and only Race 
Control can authorise the deployment of the Safety Car. It is not unknown for spectators to use 
scanning radios to listen-in and monitor the inter-race communications. 
   It is accepted that as the marshals are all volunteers, most will volunteer to do the “cream” 
jobs and those media covered but the club events are just as interesting as the marshals are 
kept busy multitasking due to the lesser numbers willing to volunteer for these events. To do F1 
events the marshals need to be experienced marshals with minimum 12 days of record for 
selection. A marshal needs to apply and be notified by the previous November for the British 
Grand Prix for the following July 2011. Then two weeks before the event the race package is 
received. 
  
Why Marshal 

   Well there‟s free entry into the event, watch the event for free, taking part but not driving and 
you get a free programme. With the effectiveness and hands on training there is the chance to 
be chosen to marshal at other events, make new friends and being part of the team. Being a 
volunteer is not cheap as Barbara us advised that she notified the authorities for the Australian 
Grand Prix and Malaysian Grand Prix and her personal expenses amounted to some £4,500. 
The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix was an invitation event with all the expenses paid. She told us that 
the media crews are told what to film and what to and what not to show i.e. green spray painted 
sand and no construction sites. 
  
Personal Protection and Equipment 

   The typical kit for a day‟s marshalling : overalls, belt, lanyard, pass, hat or cap, ear defenders, 
clipboard, (all shapes and sizes with race info and regs,pit reports i.e. fines and penalties) 
waterproofs, sun cream, gloves (fire resistant), totector boots, sunglasses, whistle, stop-watch, 
sticky tape, drink, food and folding chair when there is time to relax !! 
What to expect – fun!! 
What to do next – Go drive, Go see, Go help 
 

www.gomotorsport.net 
www.volunteersinmotorsport.co.uk 

www.marshals.co.uk 
 

Motor Clubs: BARC, CSMA, BMMC, BRSCC, CSCC etc 
MOTOR SPORT IS DANGEROUS, ENJOY!!   

  
Well I think that I have attempted to project the enthusiasm which Barbara Shillaker gave out in 
her experiences of life by the track-side. I trust that my notes have picked out all the details of 
the presentation but apologise if there are any minor errors. For those that listened I know you 
all found it an exhilarating evening, for those that missed it you really did miss a good motor 
related evening. 

 Alan  
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Intergroup Challenge 
 

This year‟s Intergroup Challenge is coming up fast and this year it is going to be held on a field 

at Brimmington. It will be held in the field off Manor Road, Brimmington. Signs will be put out so 

you can‟t miss it.  

Don‟t forget we will need three teams of two or three drivers so let me know your names asap. 

We need a team of associates too so come and give it a go and have a load of fun.  

The date of the event is 26
th

 June 2011 and start time will be 10am. For those that go can we 

meet at Sainsbury‟s car park at 9.30am and all go in each other‟s cars as car presence on the 

field is limited. 

Skid Pan Visit 

 
Your keen interest has surely brought you to this page, and yes we did visit Crofton 

Skid Pan on the 10
th
. of May and it was most enjoyable and educational, both on the skid pan 

and also viewing the video covering aspects of skidding including ABS and ESP or ESC which 
was excellently produced, with photos and graphics, by Bosch. The evening culminated with 
the usual competitive three timed laps round a figure of eight with 10 penalty points for any 
cones knocked over. The closeness of the results showed the evenings guidance in driving 
skills had been well assimilated and overall only three cones were hit. 

 
Leading the pack and first on the course was Alison who maintained her position 

throughout the race with a time of 57.39, followed by David 57.46, Richard 58.31, Chris 59.81, 
Michel 1.00.15, Ian 1.00.45, Bill 1.02.67, Sheilah 1.04.30, John 1.05.56, Sue 1.10.95 with a one 
cone penalty, Ben 1.14.24 with a 2 cone penalty, to finish the evening our trainers were 
persuaded to show how it should be done and their results were Jack 57.53 and Martin 57.45. 
With no further comments the results speak for themselves, but the best results of the evening 
were the skills learnt and the experience gained, and as Martin wound up the evening saying 
„The best way to deal with a skid is to not get into one in the first place, so study the causes 
and avoid them‟. Skidding on a pad is one thing but on a crowded road, and at speed, 
circumstances are very different and they are best avoided by being aware of the causes. 
Avoid harsh braking, harsh acceleration and harsh acute steering. 

 
Think you can beat the above timings and do you need to learn about skidding the 

easy and safe way? If so get your name down for the next session now as there are only 12 
places. 

We are very grateful to the West Riding Police Driving School at Crofton for the 
opportunity afforded us to use their facilities and in return we support their charities which are 
detailed each year. This year it is;- 

 
                  The Multiple System Atrophy Trust  
                                                                                                        Bill. 
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06 May 2011  
 

 2020 VISION – IAM TO CHANGE DRIVER BEHAVIOUR 
TO REDUCE ROAD DEATHS  
 
Road safety charity the IAM launched its ten-year road safety strategy today, which proposes 
that the road safety industry should aim to reduce road deaths on UK roads to 1,000 a year by 
2020, saving 1,000 lives over the period. The strategy supports the UN Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020. 
  
With the vast majority of crashes caused by human error and lapses in concentration, the IAM 
believes that tackling driver and rider behaviour is the key to cutting road deaths. Cars don‟t 
cause crashes, drivers do. 
  
The key focus of the strategy is to target those drivers at highest risk: 
 • Young drivers 
• Older drivers 
• Motorcyclists 
• Business users 
• Cyclists 
  
For its part the IAM is developing products, such as Momentum for young drivers and 
Drivecheck 55 for older drivers, as well as promoting advanced driver, motorcycling and cycling 
training. These are proven to improve road safety. 
  
The IAM also want to see driving on rural roads - the most dangerous – to be part of the driving 
test and a new post-test training system for young drivers which builds on the success 
achieved in Austria. There, further training in the first 12 months after passing the test has 
reduced young male fatalities by nearly 30 per cent. 
  
The IAM‟s driver training company, IAM Drive & Survive, will be working with businesses to 
train their company drivers and will encourage these companies to only use suppliers who 
make sure their employees are trained as well. 
  
IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “We want to see five-star drivers in five-star cars on five-
star roads. Cars and roads are getting safer so it‟s time to concentrate on the driver by 
improving their skills and behaviour. Over the decade we will work with around 200,000 road 
users through education and coaching on driving, riding, cycling and commercial driving. That‟s 
20,000 people a year who will be safer. 
  
“As the government looks to publish its road safety strategy we believe that over 1,000 lives 
can be saved in the next decade by continued partnership between government, local 
authorities, enforcement agencies and education bodies. This also means a cost saving to the 
UK economy of £1.8 billion over the period, with each fatal accident costing society £1.8 
million. 
  
“But 1000 deaths is still a tragically high figure. Everybody needs to work together to reduce it 
further. For example, insurers should offer discounts to young drivers who have taken more 
training after their test. 
  
“Equally every individual has to take responsibility for their own road risk, whether that is taking 
the initiative to improve their driving through further training, or simply taking a bit more care.” 
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 
WINNER APRIL 2011 

GRAHAM RICHARDS 

 

Congratulations on an excellent shot. The judges liked the framing with the trees and the lead 

in lines created by the road. The image is in focus from front to back and the exposure is good 

throughout. Well done. 

NEXT MONTH: 

May‟s competition on Shadows and Silhouettes has just closed and winners will be announced 
at the caravan and in the next newsletter. 

Entries are now being taken for the June competition with the theme of: 

Birds 
If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and you will receive the 

password. 

iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com 
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END OF THE ROAD FOR ANNUAL MoT 
TEST? 
 
Ministers are considering lifting the requirements that cars have an annual MoT test, despite 
warnings that it could lead to dozens more deaths on our roads. Under new plans, drivers may 
be required to get their vehicles checked only once every two years.  
  
Transport Secretary, Philip Hammond said the proposal, which would save motorists hundreds 
of pounds at a time of high petrol prices, was sensible because modern day cars were a lot 
safer. The Government‟s own analysis has found that relaxing the MoT rules could lead to an 
extra 30 deaths on the road every year. Garage owners will oppose the move because it will hit 
their profits and the AA has spoken out against any changes to the current annual 
requirements. Mr Hammon said “Car technology has come a long way since the 1960‟s when 
our MoT regime was introduced. That‟s why we think it‟s right to check whether we still have 
the right balance of MoT testing for modern vehicles.” 
  
An MoT test – the abbreviation for Ministry of Transport – costs about £55 and reveals 
unknown flaws which can send the total bill soaring. (I don’t know where he goes but I have 
never paid more than £40 – ADM) At present, cars which are at least three years old have to 

have a MoT test every year. Without a MoT a motorist cannot legally drive or get his car 
insured.  
  
Mr Hammond is to launch a consultation on three options for change. The most conservative 
would be to delay a new car‟s first MoT until the end of its fourth year. It would then have 
annual MoT‟s. A study by the Transport Research Laboratory, which says that vehicle defects 
contribute to 3% of accidents in Britain, has found that this change would lead to about two 
extra road deaths every year. Ministers‟ favoured option is for an initial MoT after four years, a 
second after another two years and then annually after that. Although this would be a boon for 
drivers, with just four tests in the first decade, the research shows that it would lead to five 
more deaths a year. 
  
The most radical option is for the first MoT after four years and then once every two years, no 
matter how old the car is. This would lead to between 16 and 30 extra deaths a year. Mr 
Hammond said “This will be a genuine consultation. We want to work with the industry and 
motorists to get the decision absolutely right “(I hope that they consult the car dealers and post 
offices attempting to understand the system when renewing road tax / fund licenses ADM) 
  
As vehicles get older, the rate of MoT failures increases with nearly 60% failing by the time they 
are 13 years old. Cars with high mileage are also likely to fail. AA president Edmund King said 
that road safety would suffer if the plans went ahead. He said “Even if you have a new car that 
is only three years old, you can still have bald tyres and failing lights. We have surveyed 60,000 
drivers and most of them say that we should stick with the current regime. Rather than being a 
burden on the driver, we think that it‟s a good safety reminder once a year “ 
  

Well there‟s some food for thought and I completely agree with the AA with the good safety 
reminder. Recently at a motoring event in Harrogate I was amazed to see a nice shining Alfa 
Romeo on a “10” plate with almost bald tyres. The car could not been more than a year old.  
Any other comments from members  
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DVLA New Tricks?                                
ARTICLES BY ALAN MORGAN (PRO)

 

 
  It is now an offence to keep an uninsured vehicle unless it has a current Statutory off Road 
Notification, or SORN. The DVLA will be searching their database and sending letters to those 
who appear to be using an uninsured vehicle. It‟s likely, at least initially, that provided the 
problem is rectified by getting a SORN or insurance that will be an end to the matter.                        
The Act does however allow for an immediate £100 penalty for failing to register. Give it a year 
or so and there will be lots of people moaning about this new legislation. Another “cash-cow”? 
 
 
 

Tyre Pressure Monitoring Systems to Become Mandatory       
 
     Did you know that from next year (2012), every new passenger car sold in the EU is to be 
fitted with a tyre pressure monitoring system (TPMS)? Whether this is a desirable state of 
affairs or not is a contentious point of course. One argument is that it will result in motorists 
keeping their tyres inflated to the correct level, therefore saving needless accidents, fuel and 
CO2 emissions. Meanwhile, the case against TPMS is it‟s a “fail dangerous” system, where 
physical checks on the general condition of the tyres, followed by a pressure test when cold 
with a proper calibrated gauge, are discouraged by a light on the dashboard that is supposed to 
flash when something is wrong. 
 
   Like it or not, TPMS is here to stay and it is worth bearing in mind that most systems will need 
to be reprogrammed when fitting new tyres. There are several technologies available from 
different manufacturers, some measure the air inside the tyre while others sense the shape of 
the sidewalls and make a calculation of what the pressure is likely to be. One system that 
certainly does not require TPMS is run-flat tyres. A few years ago there was talk that these 
would take over the market. For various reasons this hasn‟t happened but there are still a 
number of them fitted to Audi and BMW models. There are a number of reports that run-flats 
cannot be easily removed from the rim with traditional tyre-changing equipment without 
damaging the sidewalls. However, there are adaptors that can be bought for older machines, 
while newer models come ready equipped. 
 
 

Chesterfield Promotions Day 
 
Once again the Chesterfield Advanced Motorists were at their pitch in the Chesterfield town 
centre promoting Road Safety on Saturday 23

rd
 April. A very early start gave Ray and I the 

opportunity to get our regular position and awaited the passing footfall. Resplendent in our     
hi-viz Group logo‟ jackets and a well presented layout we were not hard to miss. 
As the morning progressed it was good to see many more of you turning up to give us a 
welcoming hand. Lubricated by many cups of coffee the time seemed to fly by as the 
temperatures soared, at one time I checked my in-car thermometer and it read 32 degs. Yes 
we did swelter a bit! With the breaks available one or two of us went looking further afield for 
refreshments, well really as mobile advertising boards, not easily missed in bright yellow!! 
As the day drew to a close we all agreed that once again by taking the mobile display unit out 
there to the public, even if it was market day, we are sure to get numerous enquiries which we 
can only hope will turn into positive new members. My thanks to you all, my dear Motley Crew, 
and look forward to your response when the call goes out for the next future events where we 
shall be promoting Road Safety and Safe Driving. All future events are noted in the newsletter 
diary and the caravan notice board. 
 13 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GUIDANCE OFFICER rayparker744@btinternet.com 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER alanmorgan413@btinternet.com 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER williamh@30bentsc.fsnet.co.uk 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR challenge_copy@btinternet.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 

CHAIRMAN BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

VICE CHAIRMAN TO BE ALLOCATED  

HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER RAY PARKER 01246 206959 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER BILL HARRINGTON 01246412696 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER ALAN MORGAN 01246 204639 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR RICHARD WILKINSON 01246 563575 

WEB MASTER CHRIS LAKE  

SOCIAL SECRETARY SUE WHEATCROFT 01246 274785 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 

 
Details which members have supplied to the group are held on a data base for the 
groups own use. If you object to your details being held this way, please inform the 

Secretary in writing. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

John North … Jan Creswell 

The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of the contributors 
and do not necessarily constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, 

or the Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists 
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REMINDER 
There will be no Thursday Social Evenings during June, July and August. 

Our next Social Evening will be: 
Thursday 15th September 

DAVID STRINGER 
IAM COMMITMENTS 

 

WALKING PHOTO HUNT 
Chesterfield Town Centre 

Thursday 16
th

 June 
Town Hall (Front) 7:30pm 

 
Match photo clues to landmarks around the town centre. 

Optional drink at nearby hostelry at close of play! 
 

Give your name to Sue or Tel: 01246 274785 or Email dw.sw@btinternet.com 

PARTY IN THE PARK 60s EXTRAVAGANZA 
SATURDAY 9th JULY 2011 

CLIFFE PARK, CALLYWHITE LANE, DRONFIELD S18 2XR 
GATES OPEN AT 4pm 11pm FINISH 

FEATURING 
The Searchers… the Tremeloes… Dave Berry and the Cruisers 

 
Tickets £20 available from Bluebell Wood Children‟s Hospice 

Call 01909517360, visit www.bluebellwood.org 
 

This is a picnic-style concert with no seating or cover provided. You are welcome to bring 
your own food and drink onto the premises: there will be additional catering & bar on site 

 

 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 
SERPENT MOTORS 

EST OVER 30 YEARS 
10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

FOR THE BEST VALUE AND UNBEATABLE SERVICE 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 
 

01246 279920 
 

OLD ROAD,BRAMPTON,CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 

END 

http://www.bluebellwood.org/

