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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that 
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 
arrange a drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
For information – closing date for articles for June issue of the 
Newsletter is midnight on Sunday 24th May.  However there 
will be a slight delay in the printing and circulation.  

 

 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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Some food for thought....                                From the President 
 
Interesting, (or should that be not really sure ) that drivers caught using hand 
held phones are now being offered a speed awareness type course instead 
of fines and points, I shall watch with a critical eye, at the long term 
ramifications of this idea. What are your thoughts? 
 
By now you will know my penchant for odd and useless information, so here, 
repeated, is a list of “some lessons to learn” from Bill Gates, of computer 
fame. I make no apologies for the repeat as a lot of our newer members will 
not have seen the first edition. 
 
Rule 1. Life is not fair – get used to it.      
Rule 2. The world will expect you to achieve something BEFORE you feel 
good about yourself.      
Rule 3. You will not make £40,000 a year straight from school.     
Rule4. If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss.    
Rule 5. Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had 
a different word for burger flipping – opportunity. 
Rule 6. If you mess up, it’s not your parents fault, so don’t whine about your 
mistakes – learn from them.     
Rule 7. Before you were born, your parents weren’t as boring as they are 
now. They got that way from paying your bills and listening to you talk about 
how cool you are.    
Rule 8. Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life 
HAS NOT.   
Rule 9. Life is not divided into terms. You don’t get summers off, and very 
few employers are interested in helping you “find yourself”. Do that in your 
own time.    
Rule10.  TV is not real life, people have to leave the coffee shop and go to 
jobs.    
Rule 11, Be nice to nerds. Chances are you will end up working for one.       
 
Wise words indeed! 
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And finally, some of you will have heard about S.L.A.M., but just in case you 
have not, let me explain. 

 
It stands for......is it SAFE, is it LEGAL, is it ADVANTAGEOUS, and is it 
MISLEADING. It sits very nicely with I.P.S.G.A. when considering something 
slightly out of the ordinary such as a straight lining manoeuvre on a long 
winding road or negotiating a R/B which is unmarked or even marked with 
broken white lines – if nothing is using it besides you, can you use the 
nearside/outside/nearside method to reduce steering, and for safety and 
passenger comfort?  
 
Any thoughts?  
 
REMEMBER... any action by you must not be misleading to other road users. 
 
More next month    Stay safe and happy             Mike. 

 

 

APRIL SOCIAL NIGHT 
 

Unfortunately the speaker for our April social was unwell and cancelled at short 
notice, and despite Bob’s best efforts he couldn’t get another speaker for the night, 
so those who turned up were ‘invited’  to play Trivial Pursuit TV and Radio Edition 
with Bob acting as quiz-master.   We had three teams, and the winning team were 
the ‘Old Gits’  (no names mentioned), and I am not bitter even ‘though there were  
6 on the Old Gits team and the other two teams only had 4 on each!   Never mind – 
there was no prize except the kudos of winning.  
        Yvonne, Editor 

 

 
Many thanks to those who have recently donated some great 

raffle prizes.   We can always use more so if you have anything 
suitable lying around, unwanted, please let someone on the 

Committee know, or bring to a social or guidance. 
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May 2015 – From the Chairman 
 
Hello everyone and welcome to our May Newsletter! 
 
Fiat 
Some people have been asking me lately how the little Fiat 126 is coming 
along.  At the moment it is purely a shell, no parts left on whatsoever.  It has 
taken a backseat though at the moment (pun not intended!) as I’m currently 
detailing the Punto for its first major show of the season at Brooklands Motor 
Museum just west of London.  The next step for the 126 is to carry it out of 
the garage and roll it onto its side to properly clean and under seal the 
bottom and wheel arches.  No welding to do under there thankfully!  At the 
same time I need to strip the suspension and steering components down to 
get these blasted and powder coated, then rebuilt to put the car back on its 
wheels.  Some parts are a struggle to find, none more so than the rubber 
bushes for the rear suspension struts, I can’t find anywhere worldwide that 
sells them! Any ideas on what I can do here? Write in to the editor for 
inclusion in next month’s Newsletter! 
 
Politics 
The subject that gets everyone talking, politics!  Compiled by IAM HQ, here is 
a quick run-down of the main proposals from Labour, Liberal Democrats, 
UKIP, Conservatives and the Green Party: 
 
“Labour 

 Support the construction of HS2, but keep costs down, and take 

action to improve and expand rail links across the North to boost its 

regional economies. (p19) 

 Support long-term investment in strategic roads, address the neglect 

of local roads, and promote cycling. (p19) 

 Following the Davies Review, Labour say they will make a swift 

decision on expanding airport capacity in London and the South East. 

(p19) 

 Review the rail franchising process as a priority and put in place a 

new system. This will include a new National Rail body to oversee 

and plan for the railways and give rail users a greater say in how 

trains operate. (p26) 
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 Legislating so that a public sector operator is allowed to take on lines 

and challenge the private train operating companies on a level playing 

field. (p26) 

 Freeze rail fares next year. A strict fare rise cap will be introduced on 

every route for any future fare rises, and a new legal right for 

passengers will be created to access the cheapest ticket for their 

journey. (p26) 

 City and county regions will have more power over the way buses 

operate, by deciding routes, fares, and bring together trains, buses 

and trams into a single network with smart ticketing. (p26) 

 
Conservative 

 Invest over £6bn in the northern road network, and add 1,300 extra 

lane miles to the road network, with funding for around 18 million 

potholes to be fixed by 2021. (p15) 

 Invest £38bn on the railway network, up to 2019, and promise to 

deliver ‘Norwich in 90’ and ‘Ipswich in 60’. (p13/14) 

 Plans for Crossrail 2, and continue with HS2 and HS3. (p14) 

 Freeze rail fares in real terms for the whole of the next Parliament, 

whilst regulated fares will only be able to rise by RPI. (p14) 

 Require train companies to improve compensation arrangements for 

passengers when trains are more than a few minutes late. (p15) 

 For ‘almost’ every car and van to be zero emission by 2050, with a 

£500m investment over the next five years to help achieve this. 

 Invest over £200m to make cycling safer. (p15) 

 Work with the Automotive Council in support of Britain’s resurgent car 

industry. (p21) 

 Invest £13bn in transport for the North. (p11) 

 Commit to electrifying the main rail routes, building the Northern Hub, 

and providing new trains for the North. (p11) 

 Invest £5.2bn upgrading the M1 and M6 and electrifying the Midland 

Main Line to Sheffield. (p13) 

 Upgrade the A1, M62, M1 and A555 link road. (p11) 
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 Improve connections to the South West with major investment in the 

M5, A358, A30 and A303, and the electrification of the Great Western 

Main Line – bringing new fast trains on the route. (p11) 

 Invest a record £5.2bn in better transport, upgrading the M1 and M6, 

and electrifying the Midland Main Line from St Pancras to Sheffield. 

(p13) 

 Improve rail connections to East Anglia, delivering ‘Norwich in 90 

minutes’ and ‘Ipswich in 60 minutes’ and upgrade key roads like the 

A11 and A47. (p13) 

 
Liberal Democrats 

 Enable more people to travel with rail upgrades across the country, 

and by supporting HS2. (p25) 

 Ensure rail fares rise no faster than inflation over the Parliament as a 

whole. (p50) 

 Set out 10-year rolling capital investment plans. (p30) 

 Developing a comprehensive plan to electrify the majority of the UK 

rail network, reopen smaller stations, restore twin-track lines to major 

routes and proceed with HS2, as the first stage of a high-speed rail 

network to Scotland. (p30) 

 Deliver the Transport for the North strategy to promote growth, 

innovation and prosperity across northern England. (p30) 

 Developing resilient links to and within the South West peninsula to 

help develop and diversify the regional economy. (p30) 

 Complete East-West rail, connecting up Oxford and Cambridge and 

catalysing major new housing development. (p30) 

 Ensuring new rail franchises include a stronger focus on customers, 

integrate with other modes of transport and will also deliver a 

programme of investment in new stations, lines and station facilities. 

They will continue the Access for All programme, improving disabled 

access to public transport. (p31) 

 Encourage Local Authorities to consider trams alongside other 

options, and support a new generation of light rail and ultra-light rail 

schemes where appropriate. (p31) 



 

 

 

 

9 

 Ensure London’s transport infrastructure is improved to withstand the 

pressure of population and economic growth. (p30) 

 Work to encourage further private sector investment in rail freight 

terminals and rail-connected distribution parks. (p30) 

 Set a clear objective to shift more freight from road to rail and change 

planning law to ensure new developments provide good freight 

access to retail, manufacturing and warehouse facilities. (p30) 

 Consider the conclusions of the Davies Review into runway capacity 

and develop a strategic airports policy for the whole of the UK in the 

light of those recommendations and advice from the Committee on 

Climate Change. (p31) 

 Opposed to any expansion of Heathrow, Stansted or Gatwick and any 

new airport in the Thames Estuary, because of local issues of air and 

noise pollution. They pledge to ensure no net increase in runways 

across the UK. (p31) 

 Introduce a Green Transport Act, including a National Plan to improve 

dramatically Britain’s air quality by 2020. (p87) 

 Consult on a National Air Quality Plan which will involve plans on low 

emissions zones, encouraging walking and cycling, reviewing MOT 

processes, and supporting EU air quality targets. (p87) 

 Promote innovation and greener transport choices by supporting EU 

vehicle emission standards, and reform Vehicle Excise Duty to drive 

continuous reductions in greenhouse gas and other pollutants. They 

will introduce separate banding for new diesel cars. (p87) 

 Encourage the market for electric vehicles, and set a target of 2040 

for the date after which only Ultra-Low Emission vehicles will be 

permitted on UK roads for non-freight purposes. They will also 

accelerate the commercial introduction of zero emission fuel cell 

electric vehicles, and facilitate the UK-wide introduction of hydrogen 

fuelling infrastructure. (p87) 

 Commit to ongoing reviews of the regulatory framework to permit use 

of driverless and personal electric vehicles. (p87) 

 Support options for an intercity cycleway along the HS2 route, within 

the overall budget for the project. (p87) 
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 Implement the recommendations of the Get Britain Cycling report, 

including steps to deliver a £10 a head annual public expenditure on 

cycling within existing budgets. This will allow greater investment in 

cycling including bike lanes, high-volume secure bike parking, and 

road safety measures to keep cyclists safe. (p.88) 

 Carry out a review of bus funding and bus policies, introduce a five-

year investment plan, support local plans for regulating the bus 

network in their area, give new powers to Local Authorities and 

communities to improve transport in their areas, support the 

expansion of smart ticketing systems and continue funding for local 

economic and sustainable transport infrastructure through the Local 

Growth Fund. (p88) 

 Commit to help bus companies trade in older, more polluting buses 

and coaches for newer, low emissions ones, helping develop the 

market for low-carbon buses. (p88) 

 
UKIP 

 Saving £4bn a year in capital expenditure by ending HS2. (p8) 

 Consider the Davies Commission recommendations into airport 

capacity and then take a position on the basis of long-term interests 

of the country. (p37) 

 Commit to re-opening Manston Airport. (p37) 

 UKIP will only allow installation of speed cameras when they can be 

used as a deterrent at accident black spots, near schools and in 

residential areas where there are specific potential dangers. (p37) 

 Remove road tolls where possible and let existing contracts on 

running road tolls expire. (p37) 

 Commit to scrapping mandatory fitments of eCall and allowing owners 

who already have eCall installed to disable it on their vehicles. (p37) 

 Scrap the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (DCPC). 

(p37) 

 After leaving the EU, the HGV Road User Levy would no longer 

apply. UKIP will adjust the Vehicle Excise Duty on UK vehicles to 

make this aspect of the change revenue neutral for both UK hauliers 
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and the Government. The party pledge to double the levy tariff to 

£2000 per annum and only apply to foreign registered HGVs. (p37) 

 Exempt vehicles over 25 years old from Vehicle Excise Duty. (p25) 

 
Green Party 

 Support 20 mph zones, cycle schemes and public transport to make 

streets safe and useful for young people (p.28) 

 Cancel the major road investment programme. This would save 

£15bn, with money used to fix potholes and further investment in 

walking and cycling. (p.65) 

 Spend at least £30 per head on cyclists and pedestrians ensuring 

they receive a “fair share of road space.” (p.65) 

 Support free local transport for pensioners, and extend this to young 

people and students. This would cost around £4bn a year. The party 

will also extend networks of public transport to include rural areas. 

(p65) 

 Bring down speed limits, to 20mph in residential areas and 40mph on 

rural roads. (p.66/68) 

 Reduce the drink drive limit to as close to zero as is practical. (p66) 

 Require “best-practice” technology to be fitted to lorries to ensure that 

drivers are fully aware of the presence of pedestrians and cyclists, 

whilst reducing lorry activity and road freight by reducing the number 

of empty loaded services, and improving rail freight services. (p66) 

 Support an Active Travel Bill for England to reduce traffic from towns 

and cities. They will help schools and workplaces to support this, and 

ensure that all planning decisions take active travel into consideration. 

(p66) 

 Introduce road-pricing schemes and road user tolls for heavy lorries 

(p66) 

 Reduce parking spaces in new developments, eliminate pavement 

parking, whilst ensuring that parking charges in public car parks are 

proportionate to the cost of providing the facility, and provide cycle 

parking throughout towns and cities. (p66)” 

 

I know who I won’t be voting for!!                                                  Dom 
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MAY 2015 
 

 
Sunday 3rd May 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsbury’s Car Park, 
9.30 a.m. 
 

 
Saturday 9th May 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsbury’s Car Park, 
9.30 a.m. 
 

 
Thursday 21st May 

 
Social Night – Doug 
Bradbury from Clay 
Cross is coming to 
give us a talk “Life 
and times of a 
Farrier”. 
 

 
St Thomas’s Centre, 
Chatsworth Road, 
7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Tuesday 26th May 

 
Committee Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library 
Café, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Future Dates:  June 
 
Guidance  Sunday 7 June 
Guidance  Saturday 13 June 
Lunch Club  Wednesday 10th June 
Committee Meeting Tuesday 30th 

 
NO SOCIAL NIGHTS IN JUNE, JULY OR AUGUST 


