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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that other 
arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at anytime 

during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to arrange a 
drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

FRONT COVER PHOTO: 
 

Sil Kinder receiving his Pass Certificate  
from Observer Roger Bates 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 
SERPENT MOTORS 

 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 
01246 279920 

OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 
CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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A few bits and pieces from the President         
 
Just a short article this month as I have been slightly indisposed for the 
past few weeks, hopefully now on the road to recovery. 
 
An interesting piece in a well-known daily newspaper caught my 
attention this week and if you did not see it for yourself, you may also 
find it of interest. 
 
Recently released figures show the police handed out around 10,000 
on-the-spot fines in a year, under new laws which lets them give £100 
tickets to inconsiderate or careless drivers, such as tailgating or middle 
lane hogging. 
 
Examples include a tractor driver in Norfolk who failed to pull in to let a 
queue of motorists pass and a Kent driver who let pedestrians cross a 
road and then drove through a puddle to soak them. Fines were also 
for wheel spins, handbrake turns and driving down roads closed for 
repair. 
 
Some 9,852 fines were handed out in the twelve months, August 2013 
to 2014, the Sunday Telegraph reported. The Met issued most tickets – 
1,397 and Gwent police 608- but no fines were handed out in Essex! 
 
Hopefully much more next month 
Stay safe and happy                                                        Mike 
 
 
Footnote: 
 
Mike has recently been in hospital and I am sure everyone will join in 
wishing him a speedy recovery, and good health in future.         
        Yvonne, Editor 
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April 2015 – From the Chairman 
  
Hello everyone and welcome to our April Newsletter! 
 
If you remember last month I touched on some of the new laws coming in this year, 
including drug driving.  A refresher is below: 
 

“On the 2nd March tighter laws on drug-driving are being introduced, not only illegal 
drugs, but legal drugs too.  Police will be able to test at the roadside for illegal drugs 
such as cannabis, cocaine, LSD, heroin, ketamine and ecstasy.  The penalties will be 
similar to those currently for drink-driving. 
A video explaining some more can be found at: http://goo.gl/A7KaBL” 
 
I was asked by one of our members recently about which “legal” drugs would come 
under his law, so I’ve copied from the DfT website below: 
 
“The new law sets limits at very low levels for 8 drugs commonly associated with 
illegal use such as cannabis and cocaine. There are also 8 prescription drugs that 
are included within the new law. These are: 
 

 ‘Medicinal’ drugs  

 (risk based approach)  

 Threshold limit in 

blood  

 amphetamine   250µg/L  

 clonazepam   50µg/L  

 diazepam   550µg/L  

 flunitrazepam   300µg/L  

 lorazepam   100µg/L  

 methadone   500µg/L  

 morphine   80µg/L  

 oxazepam   300µg/L  

 temazepam   1,000µg/L  

  

http://goo.gl/A7KaBL
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However, the limits that have been set for these drugs exceed normal prescribed 
doses, meaning that the vast majority of people can drive as they normally would, so 
long as: 

 they are taking their medicine in accordance with the advice of a healthcare 
professional and/or as printed in the accompanying leaflet  

 their driving is not impaired”  
  
Ford & Speed Limits 
  
So, what have Ford been up to?  Coming on the new S-Max in August they are fitting 
technology that will read speed limit signs and limit the speed of the car 
automatically.  I’m not sure I like the sound of this… Apparently it is activated on the 
steering wheel and can be deactivated by using a “firm press” on the accelerator.  
More on this next month. 

 

 

A big thank you. 
 
I would just like to say a big thanks to every one who has sent me 
good wishes whilst I have been in hospital.  Its no fun having 
cracked your pelvics in two place, but at least I am on the mend. 
Not out of hospital yet, but definitely on the mend.  
 

I went out to feed the birds, slipped on a greasy paving slab and 
ended up going through A and E.   
 

Thanks to  Bob, Yvonne, Ray and Peter, for their visits as when 
you have been in hospital for several weeks visitors are thin on 
the ground.  I give a big thank you to Dom for bringing me a warm 
jumper when I was frozen and to his mother for lending it to me.  
Anyway just thanks to you all. Don't do what I did, take care of 
yourselves.   
 
Best Wishes.  Jan 
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March Social Night – Simon from The Cheese Factor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 

Simon from The Cheese Factor 

came along to give us an 

interesting talk about his family’s 

history as businessmen, how the 

business has developed   and his 

involvement in it today, and 

about the operation of the 

Hartington Creamery. 

 

His talk obviously brought back 

a lot of memories of Chesterfield 

in the past for some guests. 

 

We had a good turnout and 

were lucky to be able to 

sample some lovely creamy 

blue cheese which Simon 

bought along. 

 

The Cheese Factor shop is 

outside the Market Hall in 

Chesterfield 
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Message from IAM chief executive Sarah Sillars OBE 

Dear Colleague 

Since joining the IAM on February 5
th
 I have met many of the IAM employed 

team and we had some excellent things to share with the Council of 
Management at the Trustees meeting last week. I am keen to share this 
information with you.   

Firstly, I want to talk about Nick Stonard, who has been holding the position of 
acting chief executive for the past five months. He has done a great job as our 
ambassador, ensuring the IAM retains credibility and respect while also keeping 
the charity in a healthy financial position as we come out of the UK’s longest 
sustained period of recession for many years. 

Secondly and very importantly, membership numbers have increased in seven 
out of the last 10 months.  Part of that is because we have improved the way that 
we communicate renewals reminders to members - letter, email and telephone.  

We also now offer more for members - more events, more benefits, more 
courses to take and the opportunity to gain the IMI accredited observer 
standards. 

Our groups are also helping to maintain membership by being present at events, 
by undertaking assessments and free taster sessions and by welcoming 
members old and new locally. 

A noticeable number of long-lapsed members are returning due to two main 
factors - the insurance offered by Surety and also our increased media presence. 
This is very good news and a tribute to all who want to see safer riding and 
driving standards. 

Thirdly, for an example of what our policy and communications team are 
achieving for the IAM, we need look no further than last month.  February was an 
outstanding month in the media. We led the debate on no less than four national 
stories.  In print we had stories in every national newspaper, including two in The 
Times and the front page of the Daily Mail. In total we achieved 2,600 print and 
online media clips. 

The month saw our media interviews broadcast 745 times, which included BBC 
Breakfast, BBC TV news, BBC Radio 4’s Today programme and BBC Radio Five 
Live.  
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The government’s quarterly road safety figures on 5 February showed an 
increase in numbers of people killed and seriously injured.  Our comments were 
used in the Daily Mail, Daily Express, The Times, Guardian, Daily Mirror and 
Daily Star in 250 media clips that day.  

On Sunday 8 February the news broke about a decline in traffic police numbers. 
Our comments featured on bbc.co.uk, the Sunday Times, Independent and the 
Express.   

On Thursday 12 February the IAM broke a story on the worst speeders caught 
by speed cameras.  We featured on BBC Breakfast, The Daily Mail, Daily Mirror, 
Metro, Daily Telegraph, Daily Express and a large number of regional outlets. 
The story ran again the following week as the press tracked down ‘Britain’ s 
Worst Speeder’, caught doing 128mph in a 30mph zone. That story ran in the 
Metro, The Times, Daily Star and Daily Express. 

Our key message of “The IAM’s fundamental belief is that an improvement in 
driving skills and attitude is the key to reducing the numbers of people killed and 
injured on UK roads. It has long advocated advanced driving and riding tuition 
and continuous development in skills to help achieve this.” was included in the 
Press Association story and made hundreds of outlets including the Daily Mail. 

Members got in touch with us by email and on Facebook about a line in the story 
that referred to it being ‘impossible to react’ at very high speeds. Of course it is 
possible. Thank you to everyone who pointed this out, we’ll bear it in mind in the 
future. 

Chief examiner Peter Rodger’s story in The Times about older drivers caused a 
flurry of enquiries form the BBC with himself, Tim Shallcross and Neil Greig 
giving dozens of radio interviews. Tim also featured on BBC Breakfast in front of 
millions of peak-time morning viewers.  The result of this was more than 50 sales 
of older drivers’ assessments. 

Other notable results included our interview with The Times – I was pleased to 
have two appearances in The Times in successive days, along with a young 
driver feature in the Mail on Sunday 22

nd
.   

As you will see above we have provided links to many of the articles above, so 
you can see them for yourselves. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/05/figure-for-child-road-deaths-and-serious-injuries-rises-for-first-time-in-20-years
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-31260003
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2950061/Drivers-caught-doing-146mph-motorway-128mph-30-zone-Police-forces-reveal-league-table-speeding-offences-past-year.html
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/557674/Britain-worst-speeder-Porsche-driver-went-128mph-30mph-zone
http://bit.ly/1BFlurE
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So why am I telling you all of this in an all member email? The reason is that your 
work out in the field is enhancing our reputation, leading to arrest the previous 
decline in membership numbers, increasing our credibility and causing the media 
to have a greater interest in us. 

In short – our success is your success.   So please feel good about your 
association with the IAM, as we certainly feel good about you being on board 
with us. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sarah Sillars OBE,  IAM Chief Executive

 

 

  CAPTION COMPETITION – SEND US YOUR THOUGHTS!

 



 

 

 

 

11 

Odds and Ends 

 Raffle Prizes 

Our supply of raffle prizes for use at social nights is very depleted 
at the moment so if you have any suitable items which you do not 
need, please bring them along to any of the social nights or at 
guidance.   Thank You. 

 2016 Celebrations 

Next year is the 40
th

 Anniversary for Chesterfield IAM and the 
Committee feel that this should be celebrated in some way. If you 
have any ideas, please let the committee know as soon as you can, 
so that they may start making plans.  

 Caravan Towing 

Getting the caravan to Sainsbury’s on the second Saturday every 
month is becoming difficult – if you can help out in towing it would 
be appreciated. Please let the committee know. 

 MOT's 
 
Do you have trouble remembering when your MOT is due? 
If you want a reminder you can text MOT No. to 66848. Texts cost £1.50 - Or 
go to www.direct.gov.uk/motreminders for information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Editors comments - 

   20 mph speed limit on some London roads? 

 

A couple of weeks ago in the motoring section of a national 

newspaper there was a report that there may be the introduction 

of a 20 mph speed limit on some London roads.   Really? That fast?  

When we visit relatives in London we are lucky if we can get up to 

10 mph!   

http://www.direct.gov.uk/motreminders
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Happy Easter to Everyone             

 

       April 2015 

 
Sunday 5th 

(Easter Sunday) 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsbury’s Car Park,  
9.30 a.m. 
 

 
Saturday 11th 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsbury’s Car Park,  
9.30 a.m. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE  - LUNCH CLUB SUSPENDED FOR APRIL  
 

 
Thursday 16th 

 
Social  Not 
confirmed as yet 
– Please check 
website/emails 
for information 

 
 
St Thomas’s Centre 
Chatsworth Road, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Tuesday 28th 

 
Committee 
Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library Café, 
7.30 p.m. 
 

 
MAY 2015 
Guidance    Sunday 3rd May 
Guidance    Saturday 9th May 
Lunch Club    Wednesday 13th May 
Social TBA    Thursday 21 May 
Committee Meeting   Tuesday 26th May  


