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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

 
PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 
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HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER RAY PARKER 01246 206959 
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BILL HARRINGTON 01246412696 
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SOCIAL SECRETARY SUE WHEATCROFT 01246 274785 
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SECRETARY 

MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
PERSON (ALP) 

JAN CRESWELL 07895 038538   

 
 
E-Mail Contacts 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

williamh@30bentsc.fsnet.co.uk 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

GUIDANCE OFFICER  rayparker744@btinternet.com 

GROUP iamchesterfield@gmail.com 

ALP jaygee.176@gmail.com 

EDITOR ymstone@aol.com 

                                                                             
DATA PROTECTION ACT  

PLEASE NOTE - Details that members have supplied to the group are held a 

database for Groups use. If you object to your details being held this way, 

please inform the Secretary in writing. 
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Remembering Alan 

I came to this group back in 1993 and after a while I got to know Alan 
and our friendship grew over quite a few years. He even got me going 
to various shows around the country and the NEC quite a lot. There 
was never anywhere we went without someone knowing him which left 
me speechless at times. And always he sold the IAM and the value of 
Advanced Driving. For a PRO there is no one to beat him. He was 
special in ways I cannot put into words and I will miss him. Oh, and 
let‟s not forget the constant stream of jokes which kept us all laughing 
even when it was cold and raining at Sainsbury‟s. Out came his phone 
and we saw his fingers working through it and we all knew here comes 
more. 

When we moved into our bungalow Alan would show up often and ask 
if I had the kettle on, and of course I had, I drank as much as he did.  

Coffee that is.    Ray 
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Having known Alan for many years, I was saddened to hear of his 
untimely death last week. Having visited him at home recently with Ray, 
it was clear that he still had the IAM uppermost in his thoughts. My 
thoughts go out to Julie and his family at this sad time.  
He will be greatly missed.      

Mike, President. 
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ALAN - A MEMORABLE MENTOR 
 
He was an inspiration to us all and IAM through and through. 
He was always there, caravan and Motley crew by his side; clad in his high viz, ready 
to capture the punter.   
As a mentor his patience was second to none.  Monday night was mentor night, and 
we travelled the A roads and lanes; not forgetting all outside checks, and the metallic 
signs to fix on the boot of the car, to denote that we were proud to belong to the IAM.   
With a bag filled with books, old and new, he delivered his message.  He gave words 
of encouragement, inspiration and instruction that instilled a better standard of 
driving, eventually leading to a test pass.   
 
As a man he was understanding, and always there with a few kind words.  He was 
my mentor and for this I owe him a great deal.  I was also privileged to be able to call 
Alan Morgan my friend 
 
Jan 

 

 

 

 

Alan Morgan, RIP 
 

 

Alan was a longstanding member of this group and was an integral part of the Motley 

Crew, those members who regularly attended external events to promote our 

activities and recruit new associates to the IAM – and I am being specific here since 

Alan would promote the IAM to whomever he met regardless of where he was or 

where they lived.  Alan was also a regular at towing the caravan, which involved him 

in extra work for which the Group are very thankful. Alan became a regular at 

Conferences and would attend in full regalia, proud to show he was from 

Chesterfield and quite happy to wear his fluorescent jacket in case you could not see, 

or hear him as he held court about some aspect of road safety. Alan was also keen to 

compete and was part of the Inter-Group winning team in 2009. 
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It seem best, rather than try to write more, to let Alan‟s own words in his Profile tell us 
who he was.   Bob 

 
My interest in motoring started in the ‟60 s when collecting car numbers and listening to the 
sound of cars changing gear. Like many young lads my first attempts to drive were on the farm 
in Kent where I helped in the summer getting the cherries in for market. At 12 years old a Land 
Rover Mk 1 lwb was my introduction which nearly ended with a movable object hitting an 
immovable object, i.e. a tree trunk! Next came a converted rear steer dump truck loaded with 
cherry boxes but you had to mind your thumb when cranking the starter handle.  
Time passed and I started driving in 1967 first in a Triumph Herald 1200 then a Herald 1360, a 
Herald 1250 with a Vitesse front. Once passing the test in 68 it would be a long time before I 
owned my first car, an NSU Prinz 4L in 1971, new via the Daily Sketch for £653!! (My 
daughters just paid that for a service on an Audi A4!!) . It was a rear engine 600cc motor, a bit 
like the Hillman Imp. It didn‟t stop me putting pedal to the metal and historically I drove an 
early Austin Maxi to Cornwall and back to collect and tow back a strange configurated trailer 
with the hitching over the rear wheel hubs.  
 
I considered doing the IAM course way back in the 70‟s when my colleague took and passed 
his. It wasn‟t until ‟86 I did a couple of Sundays at Sheffield group and eventually joined the 
Chesterfield Group in 1989 and passed the test in August 1990, doesn‟t time fly, under the 
guidance of Reg Holmes.  
 
I was elected onto the Committee around 1992. The Group encouraged and I endorsed, the 
putting back into the system what I had taken out. I took the Group test and under the 
encouragement of John Lomas honed my driving skills to take the Senior Observer test. When 
the position of Social Secretary became vacant for a couple of years, I took on board the 
mantle of publicity for the Group which developed into becoming the Public Relation Officer. 
This position I have enjoyed over the years enabling and promoting the Chesterfield Advanced 
Motorists at every opportunity. With the help of my invaluable “Motley Crew” and with the 
caravan in tow we have been represented at many of the major motoring functions over the 
last twelve years in and around Chesterfield.  
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I have a passion for road safety resulting in the Group winning the Dunlop Road Safety and 
RAC Auto windscreens Awards and strive to do more. I have enjoyed driving with some of the 
best drivers that Great Britain has given us i.e. Jackie Stewart, Nigel Mansell, Jonathan 
Palmer, David Bell and Quentin Wilson. I have enjoyed driving many marques of new vehicles 
from road cars, rally cars and Formula First single seaters at Brands Hatch, Silverstone and 
Oulton Park. But I hate driving a computer!!!  

 
ALAN  

 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
 
It goes without saying that everyone involved with Chesterfield IAM 
will miss Alan greatly, for his commitment, hard work, and 
enthusiasm.   He always called me “Mrs Bob” or “Mrs S” – Had he 
forgotten my first name?   No – he was just „being Alan‟.   His sense of 
humour and cheeriness will be missed and he leaves a huge gap to be 
filled.   Sincere condolences go to Julie and family. 

 
Yvonne, Editor   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
February Social…….The President’s Auction 

 

I am very pleased to report that £170 was raised on the night, with a 

possibility of another £100 being raised through the Hospice shop and at a 

specialised auction. The disappointing factor was the lack of numbers. It was 

pleasing to see a contingent from Matlock (thankfully). The quote of the 

evening came from a visitor who stated that it was a very long time since he 

had such a good night out for £20!!! 

 

My thanks to all who gave, and to all who parted with their earned cash. 

     

                                                                                        Mike 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 
 

PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 
SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in „What‟s On‟. 

 
If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that 

other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 
anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 

arrange a drive at any suitable time. 
It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 

not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 
 

WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 
ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 

 

 
Non-deliberate mistakes in last issue: 

In February’s Newsletter Barbara Shillaker’s photograph was taken 
with Observer Roger Bates, and not John North as stated.  Apologies 
for any confusion.      Ed.       

Cut off date for articles for April magazine will be Wednesday 28th 
March.   
 

 

 

 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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Some more numbers and an Irish connection?         From the president 

 

Sometimes people ask you (as they do) to work out overall stopping distances – 

perhaps at an IAM social – or similar! 

I cannot take credit for the following method, but if you are at all interested in 

numeracy, then this is probably the simplest method you will come across. Moreover 

it works for ANY speed, not just the ones ending in “0”. 

 

Method……take the speed and multiply it by the first digit (or a tenth for odd 

numbers), halve it, then add on the original speed- answer in feet. 

 

Examples……30 mph x3 =90, divide by 2 =45 plus 30 =75feet 

                       50mph x5 = 250, divide by 2 = 125, plus 50 = 175feet 

                       68mph x 6.8 = 462.4, divide by 2 = 231.2, plus 68 = 299.2feet       etc   

 

If the proposed 80mph is adopted, then the overall stopping distance, in good 

conditions, is a staggering 400 feet (133 yards, or 121 metres)   Not a lot of people 

know that! 

 

You may recall, many issues ago, that I mentioned possibly restricting newly 

qualified drivers in when and what they could drive for a probationary period – 

similar to the restrictions on new motor cycle riders – well, an article in a Sunday 

paper caught my eye recently……..I quote” In Northern Ireland, newly qualified 

drivers must display R plates for one year, during which period they are prevented 

from using motorways and exceeding 45 mph. Failure to display plates warrants Two 

Penalty Points” !!! 

This scheme has been in operation for more than 40 years!!                            
Any comments? 

Stay safe and happy,      Mike 
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Membership Renewal by Standing Order 

 
Some of you may recall that in my annual report earlier this year I said that I 

would be looking at offering members the option of renewing their 

membership of the group by standing order.  

With the consent of the committee I am now in a position to offer this facility 

to members. This will offer the following advantages to both members and the 

group:- 

 Secure. (i.e. membership dues not being sent through the post and committee 

members not having to physically take these to the bank) 

 Safe (This is an arrangement between the member and their bank so you do 

not have to pass on your bank details to the group meaning there will be little 

chance of identity theft) 

 Members will not have to remember when their membership is due for 

renewal. Your bank will automatically send your membership fee to the 

group. We will however still require an annual membership form to be 

completed to ensure that our records are kept up to date. 

A standing order form is included with this newsletter and if you wish to take 

advantage of this method of renewal then please complete the form and then take it 

to your bank. You do not have to wait for your renewal to become due to set this up 

and if you require information regarding your renewal date please contact either 

Maynard or myself. 

If you require any more information regarding this method of renewal then please 

contact myself on 07885 746371. 

Also, please let me know if you have decided to set up a standing order for renewal 

of membership. 

Jeff Snape 

Treasurer 
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Bank Standing Order Mandate 
 

To: 

My Bank:  

Postal Address: 

 

Please pay by banker's standing order, cancelling any previous instructions regarding 

this payee: 

Pay To: 

Bank Name:  CO-OPERATIVE BANK     Sort Code:  08-92-99    

 Account Number:  65427644 

Account Name:  CHESTERFIELD GROUP of ADVANCED MOTORISTS  

Amount (Figures):   

Amount (Words): 

Date of First Payment:  

Reference: (Please enter your name and membership number) 

   

And then every 12 MONTHS until further notice by me, and debit my account 

accordingly 

I hereby authorize you to set-up this standing order payment on my account. 

My account: 

Account Name: 

Sort code:   Account number: 

Signed:    Date: 

Name: (Block Capitals): 

Address:  

Telephone: 
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Anagram answers from February Issue: 
DENBY 

ETWALL 

PINKXTON 

STANLEY 

MAPPERLEY 

MORLEY 

PEARTRE  

STONEBROOM 

BUXTON 

MICKLEOVER 

BREASTON 

BORROWASH 

DALE ABBEY 

HIGH PEAK 

OWLER BAR 

PARWICH 

GRINDLEFORD 

SMALLEY 

CARSINGTON 

DANESMOOR 

______________________________________________________________ 

Puzzle answers from February newsletter 

1)  John wrote the name of a certain U.S. state on a sheet of paper in all capital 
letters. He then turned his page upside down and looked at it in a mirror.  It 
read exactly as he had written it. 

What is the name of the state that he wrote?   Answer:   O H I O 

 2) Which of the following is the odd one out? 

Cube, Square,  Sphere, Cylinder, Octahedron 

 The Answer Is:   Square 

A square is two-dimensional, the others are three-dimensional. 

 3) Angela left on a trip the day after the day before yesterday and she will be 
back on the eve of the day after tomorrow. 

How many days is she away? 

 The Answer Is:  Three days and two nights, She left yesterday and will return 
tomorrow. 
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Group Training Night 

Thursday 26
th

 April 2012 
I‟m advertising this very early so you can all make a note in your diaries. The 

meeting will take place at St John HQ on Derby Road, time will be 6.30pm 

for 7.00pm start. Please use the rear entrance. 

It is very important that you attend these meetings as they will keep you up to 

date with what is going on within our group. The last one we had was an 

introduction to the new Associate book and this one will work more towards 

the Observer Training Record book and other issues. And of course the senior 

observers will be there to answer all questions. 

Safe Driving 

Ray Parker 

  

 

 

 
SOCIAL EVENING at CLUB CHESTERFIELD 

 
Thursday 15th March 2012,  7pm – 9pm. 

 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION SO FAR. 

 
Presented by Clare Palmer. 

 
Our Photographic competition has been running for one year and 
Clare has kindly agreed to come along and show us some of the 
entries. She will also give us tips for better photos. The evening 
promises to be interactive as she helps us to improve our skills. 

 
Raffle tickets will be on sale, proceeds going towards group funds. 
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Gears And How We Use Them 
 
Let‟s think about how we use and select our gears. We need to be in 
the correct gear for the speed we have chosen to negotiate a hazard, 
whether it is a roundabout or a junction.  
For example, on the approach to a roundabout, using the system, and 
knowing you are tuning right you need to know what is going on 
around you using the Information stage of the System. If clear move to 
the right signalling if required, reduce your speed by coming off the 
accelerator first and then braking as necessary. Whilst doing this you 
need to be looking at the roundabout and assessing the danger that 
will come from the right. So you are “preparing to stop and looking to 
go”. Bring your speed right down to the speed at which you can take 
the roundabout, select the appropriate gear and, assuming your way is 
clear, go. 
 
Now if you are driving a petrol engine car you may need to come down 
to second gear to negotiate roundabouts and junctions though some 
may be done in third gear, but not many. But if like me you drive a 
diesel engine car you will find your car has a lot of torque and enables 
you to take the majority of junctions and roundabouts in third gear and 
your car will pull through nicely. However if you think about it, you are 
not in as much control as in a lower gear. Come down a gear and you 
will feel the difference and your car will feel more stable on the road, 
you also have that bit extra power should you need it.  It‟s the same 
when travelling in a 30mph area don‟t let your car just take you along 
in 4th because it seems the most economical thing to do, bring it down 
to 3rd gear for better control of your car using in terms of both 
acceleration sense and responsiveness. 
Safe Driving 

Ray 
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 
WINNER JANUARY 2012 

ROGER BATES 

 
 

Congratulations on an excellent shot. A lovely dramatic sky with detail 

throughout. Nice composition and good exposure. 

 
February‟s competition on „Water‟ closes on 9 March and the winner will be announced at 

the March social. The theme for March will also be announced that evening.  Any suggestions 

gratefully received for themes for the next year. Please email to the address below. 

 

The social in March is a preview of entries over the last year and tips from the judges on 

taking a good photo. 
 

If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and you will receive 

the password. 

Iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:Iam.chesterfield@yahoo
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CAR BREAK REACTION TESTER 
 

Whilst learning to drive, you no doubt read the „Highway Code‟ and would 

have looked at the chart contained either within or on the rear cover. 

The „Shortest Stopping Distances‟ you know the chart that showed the 

„thinking distance‟ and the „braking distance‟ known to ourselves as the 

„overall stopping distance‟ People came up with various ways of 

remembering these distances, just in case you were asked a question on that 

dreaded „L-test‟. 

 

The following (in red, The Easy Way) is a way of remembering – in old 

money: 

 

Chart   The easy Way 

Thinking 

Distance in 

feet 

Braking 

distance 

in feet 

Overall 

stopping 

distance 

in feet 

Car 

lengths 
 MPH Multiply by Overall 

 stopping 

distance in 

feet 

20 20 40 3  20 2 40 

30 45 75 6  30 2.5 75 

40 80 120 9  40 3 120 

50 125 175 13  50 3.5 175 

60 180 240 18  60 4 240 

70 245 315 24  70 4.5 315 

 

The chart is fine, but it is only a guide and is based on an average driver with 

a standard reaction time. 

The thinking distance? – If we change „thinking‟ to „reaction‟ this can be 

defined as the time it takes from a driver seeing a hazard to actually doing 

something about it. In other words we are Seeing, Analysing& Reacting 

(moving the foot to the brake). In the past a simple card was suspended above 

your outstretched hand, the card was dropped between thumb and forefinger, 
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depending on where the card was caught; this would give an indication of an 

individual‟s reaction timing. 

An average driver‟s reaction time is typically in the region of 0.6 to 0.75 of a 

second. 

The „Braking Distance‟ would obviously depend on a number of factors, 

condition of the road, tyres, weather etc... So the chart is a good starting point. 

The variable that we have to consider is the driver – how can we test how fast 

a driver reacts. 

By using a „Car Brake Reaction Tester‟ (CBRT) we have an opportunity to 

test the „reaction‟ time of drivers. 

The CBRT is a box of electronics which is set up inside a suitable donor 

vehicle, a set of high level brake lights mounted on a tri-pod positioned in 

front of the test vehicle and separate display screen is positioned adjacent to 

the vehicle. 

Drivers are invited to sit in the car‟s driver‟s seat. The scenario is explained to 

the driver, who adopts their normal driving position, sitting comfortable seat 

at the correct distance from the wheel, hands on the steering wheel and right-

foot either on the floor or over the accelerator pedal. They are advised that 

once the brake lights illuminate they are to carry-out an emergency stop. 

The CBRT records the time it takes from the brake lights illuminating to the 

driver actually applying the brakes. Using a given speed (30, 50 or 70 mph) 

the electronics work out the theoretical distance in feet or metres. Depending 

on the actual reaction time this can be alarming. 

 

The above is taken from a leaflet given to me by Rob Barrows of RoSPA. My 

reason for writing this is that Rob and a couple of his members will be coming 

to one of our Guidance sessions to both demonstrate and give you the chance 

to have a go on this brake tester. This is for the benefit of both Associate and 

Observer alike so come on down and lets have a good morning and see how 

fast our reactions really are. Rob and his team will I‟m sure answer any and 

all questions you may have. 

The date I‟m planning for is May 6
th

 Sunday Guidance so put this in your 

diaries as a date not to be missed. 

Safe Driving, Ray 
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Editor‟s Thoughts - Driving Standards Abroad 
 
Some friends of ours have recently been on a cruise, covering Egypt, 
Jordan, India, Cambodia and Vietnam.    One of their first comments to 
Bob on their return was “You should be promoting the IAM abroad”, 
because obviously the standard of driving leaves a lot to be desired.  
They were ferried to the Valley of the Kings and the Pyramids at Giza 
in coaches, which were doing 70mph on what sounded like „C‟ roads, 
and with no seatbelts fitted.  When trying to cross the road in cities like 
Cairo and Mumbai, it seems traffic lights don‟t exist, or if they do they 
are ignored, so you just walk across the road, without stopping, and 
the traffic veers around you (and I thought Rome was bad enough).  
We have some American friends and it seems there is no similar 
organisation in the USA either, which is surprising considering they 
tend to start learning to drive earlier than we do here and their 
“learning to drive”  set up seems much more relaxed.  It seems they 
only have to put in a certain number of hours before they qualify, and 
they can have „lessons‟ given by their parents, which is fine if their 
parents are decent drivers! 
Maybe it‟s time for the IAM to go „International‟ ! 
 

Editor 
 

 
Cairo (Photo courtesy of Google Images) 
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LUNCH AT THE WOODSIDE  

 
343 Ashgate Road, Chesterfield. S40 4DB.  

 
WEDNESDAY 21

st
 March 2012 

 12 noon for 12-30pm 
 

Traditional pub favourites including 2 meals for £10. 
 Starters and light snacks, bloomer sandwiches, hot melts and jacket potatoes, 

burgers, salads, grills, main courses and deserts. 
 

Please contact Sue Wheatcroft for more information.  
Tel: 01246 274785. E mail:  dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

 
Closing date Thursday 8

th
 March 2012 

 

 
 

WALK with Veronica Bradbury     

 

Thursday 29th March 2012 11am starting at Pleasley 
 

Pleasley/Teversal 5 mile circular trail walk calling at the visitors centre for a light  
lunch/snack (or bring your own) 

 
The route is easy walking requiring trainers/walking boots and comfortable warm 

clothing. 
Veronica is a trained Walk Leader with Chesterfield Walk this Way 

(and also an associate member of our group) 
 

For more details and to put your name on the list please contact 
Sue Tel: 01246 274785 or E mail: dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

Veronica Tel: 01246 237526 or E mail: vonhage2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

mailto:dw.sw274@btinternet.com
mailto:dw.sw274@btinternet.com
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WHAT’S ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE      
. 

 
 
Tuesday 28 February 

 
Committee Meeting, Chesterfield Library 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday 6 March 

 
Examiners‟ Night at Duke William, Matlock, 7.30 for 8 
p.m. 
 

 
Thursday 15 March 
7 pm – 9 pm 

 
Clare will give us a talk about photo comp entries over 
the last year and there will be photographic tips from the 
judges. (SEE ADVERT) 
 

 
Friday 23 March 

 
Driver Skills Day, Croft Circuit 
 

 
Tuesday 27 March 

 
Committee Meeting Chesterfield Library Café, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
  
Future Dates: 

 
 April 13, 14, 15

th
   “Come and Meet the Fab 4”   
   The Blue Peter, Tornado,  
   Flying Scotsman, & Dominion of New Zealand  
   Barrow Hill Heritage Railway 
 

 April 21
st
     Regional Spring Forum, The Lodge,Leeming Bar 

 
 April 24

th
    Committee Meeting Chesterfield Library Café, 7.30 pm  

 

 April 26th
 
             Group Training Night, St Johns HQ, Derby Road 6.30 pm 

 
 


