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CHESTERFIELD ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

 

THURSDAY 17
TH 

MARCH 
7.30pm AT THE CLUB CHESTERFIELD 

 
Well we had a good night from Peter Roger so we decided to follow that up with a talk from 

David Stringer who is Region 4 RCO. He will be coming along to talk to us on all aspects of 

Advanced Driving and hopefully to answer all your questions. The other thing he will talk 

about is the IAM Special Assessment, Now for those that don‟t know, the Special Assessment 

is the utmost test of Advanced Driving Skills. There are about six of us in our group that are 

interested in going for this and it may just wet your appetite to try it yourselves. So come 

along and have a good night. 

If you want more information then give me a call or see me at Guidance, my number is 01246 

206959. One other thing, if you are interested in Observing then come see me and talk to me. 

 Town Library 

For the whole month of March we will be advertising in the town library and giving 

out leaflets to the general public. We may also have someone man the table there. 

We are hoping to push our group and its aims forward to let the people of 

Chesterfield know that we are there and what we do towards road safety. Let‟s hope 

we get the message across. 

Committee Meetings 

A reminder to all members of our group. When we hold a committee meeting it is not 

just committee members that are allowed, it is open for any and all to attend. It is 

your group and for us to progress we need your ideas and your input. Please do not 

be afraid to voice your opinions. Come and talk to us. If you can‟t make it, then talk 

to any committee member who will put your thoughts to the committee on your 

behalf. 
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SELF DRIVE HIRE 
SERPENT MOTORS 

EST OVER 30 YEARS 
10% DISCOUNT FOR IAM MEMBERS 

FOR THE BEST SERVICE AND UNBEATABLE SERVICE 

SMALL CARS.. FAMILY CARS.. MINI BUSES.. VANS. 
 

01246 279920 
 

OLD ROAD,BRAMPTON,CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

GROUP CONTACT BOB STONE: 01246 568894 
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MARCH     

SATURDAY    6TH Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 

SATURDAY  12TH    Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 

THURSDAY    17TH Social see back page 

TUESDAY     29th Committee Meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library 

  

APRIL  

SUNDAY       3RD Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 

SATURDAY   9TH Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park 

THURSDAY    21ST Social see back page 

TUESDAY      19
TH

 Committee Meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library 

Associate Members; PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday or Saturday guidance sessions 
which are held at the SAINSBURYS CAR PARK at 9.30 or 10.30am as per the list below. If 
this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that other 
arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at anytime during the 
morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to arrange a drive at any suitable 
time. 
 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if not 
both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ASSOCIATES 
 

JOHN JEFFERY ... OBSERVER BILL HARRINGTON 
BARBARA SHILLAKER ... OBSERVER JOHN NORTH 

JOHN ROBINSON ... OBSERVER CHRIS LAKE 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

BEN JEFFERY ... OBSERVER BILL HARRINGTON 
 

COLIN WILKINSON ... OBSERVER SELWYN GOUGH 
 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 

PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 

CHAIRMAN REG HOLMES 01246 862027 

VICE CHAIRMAN BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

HON.SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER RAY PARKER 01246 206959 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER ALAN MORGAN 01246 204639 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR RICHARD WILKINSON 01246 563575 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTOR DON SIMMONDS 01246 232570 

SOCIAL SECRETARY SUE WHEATCROFT 01246 274785 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT. 

 
Details which members have supplied to the group are held on a database for the 
groups own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please inform the 
secretary in writing. 

 

GUIDANCE OFFICER rayparker744@btinternet.com 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER alanmorgan413@btinternet.com 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER williamh@30bentsc.fsnet.co.uk 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY donjohn9@tiscali.co.uk 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR challenge_copy@btinternet.com 

 
The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of the contributors 
and do not necessarily constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or 
the Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  VAL NEWBOULD:  JOHN NORTH:   
CARL JONES:  ROGER BATES: ANNE FOSTER 

  

 



  
LET’S GO KARTING 

 
Interested in testing your driving skills? 

Then come along to 
THE KURBURGRING, HUTHWAITE 

Price pp: £35 for „Arrive and Race 20‟. 
 

Bring your cameras and capture those unique moments. 
Photo competition judged by Clare Palmer. 

 
March or April (date to be announced) 

 
Please contact Sue Wheatcroft for more details. 

Tel: 01246 274785 or Email: dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

 

 

THURSDAY 21st APRIL 2011 

SOCIAL EVENING AT CLUB CHESTERFIELD 

7-30pm 

 

MARSHALLING AT MOTOR SPORT EVENTS 
Presented by 

BARBARA SHILLAKER 
Barbara is an experienced marshal and has attended many motoring events. 

Come along and listen to what she has to say. 

 

Raffle tickets on sale as usual, proceeds going to group funds 

 

SEGWAY TOURS, CLUMBER PARK 
By popular demand, we will be riding the Segways again in May 2011 

 (date to be announced) 
Chris Moulds, who runs the tours, informs us that he is planning a more 

demanding route this year. 
 

Please contact Sue Wheatcroft for more information and reserve your place. 
Tel: 01246 274785 or email: dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

Another mixed bag this month  

President Mike 

Once again in the very cold weather that saw out 2010, the problem of windscreen washer fluid 
freezing up  has reared it‟s ugly head. As I commented over a year ago, washers cannot be 
used without the wipers becoming active. In the good (or not so good) days of everything 
working manually, there was a plunger on the dashboard, which in fact was a simple pump 
mechanism, which shot a jet of water on to the screen, then the wipers were applied, again 
manually. This meant that if the water did not appear, at least the windscreen was no worse, as 
opposed to being smeared by the wiper blades. There is however a relatively simple 
remedy….Vehicle Manufactures   ARE YOU LISTENING? All aeroplanes are fitted not only with 
a heating element in the washer system, (a bit like those low voltage water warmers you plug 
into the cigar socket to make a cup of tea ) but also have a thin copper wire running up to the 
nozzles carrying a small current, thus keeping the jet holes free – as this is usually where the 
freezing problem lies. With all the electronic gizmos like heated mirrors, heated seats, automatic 
this and that, electronic sensors working hundreds of times a second monitoring brakes, pitch, 
roll, yaw etc, surely it is not beyond the wisdom of our vehicle designers/electronic experts (after 
all most of the workings of the modern car come from P.C. World!) to design a simple gadget to 
cure this problem. I wait in anticipation. 
 
Some interesting facts and figures have just been published regarding Road Tax evasion. 
Government figures show that non-payment of Vehicle Excise Duty has gone up by 82,000 in 
the past 3 years to over 300,000 vehicles. Although this is under 1% of all vehicles it still costs 
“us” £46,000,000! 
 
It is not hot news, as it was announced at the end of last year, but it is worth a mention……From 
March this year, in our home county of Derbyshire the police are appealing for volunteers to 
point hand held cameras at offending drivers. They will be trained volunteers out in force on well 
known “speedy” roads. Once the police have the details, they write to the vehicle owner to warn 
them about their driving, but no fine is issued.  A good idea??? 
 
Also due to start this year is a consultation on  Lorry Road User Charge Scheme, which would 
see the HGV operators billed on a pay-as-you-go basis for the miles they travel, I wonder 
if……….? 
 
There is also a possibility that the yearly MOT may change from 3,1,1,1, to 4,2,2,2  but nothing 
is yet definite. 
 
Fact… the UK‟s longest road tunnel, the 1.2 miles twin bore A3 dual carriageway linking London 
to Portsmouth at Hindhead, Surrey, will open this summer. 
 
Fact…as from November this year, all new cars must feature both stability control which detects 
loss of steering control and automatically applies the brakes to push the car in the right 
direction, and brake assist which senses an emergency stop and increases the pressure for a 
shorter stop.(Can I have my heated washers now please). 
 
More next month so stay safe and happy. 
                                                                    Mike           
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Thoughts, Reports and Retorts 
                                     From the Chairman. 

 With the AGM out of the way and a new committee elected, basically restructured, we 
look forward to a full programme of events and activities which will hopefully embrace all present 
and new members, to some extent during the coming year. At this juncture I would like to 
express my own and the committees Thanks to Reg for the service he has rendered to the 
group as chairman over the past few years and that his input will continue into the future, and on 
the health front we wish him well and success with his improved and painfree walking ability.  
  
 We are in the electronic age and if we don‟t progress along with it we could be left 
behind, so a new committee position has been created in „IT‟ (Information Technology to the 
uninitiated) and Chris Lake, who has considerable knowledge in this field, has been elected to 
fill the post and there will be a lot more to report very shortly. In a different form of IT, namely 
Electronic Mail v Posted Hard copy, the magazine production and distribution has been 
consolidated under one heading and Richard, ably assisted by Ray, is now handling both 
elements. This was initially brought about by Dons incapacitation and hospitalisation and at this 
juncture on every ones behalf we wish him well and a speedy return to his driving activities and 
also to thank him and Brenda for the past service they have rendered to the groups magazine.  
 
 In Bobs report at the AGM a number of new activities were reported and one which had 
a resounding success was our periodical involvement with the caravan on selected Market 
Days. This is scheduled to continue throughout the year so if you would like to be involved in a 
little publicity watch out for details and come along to help or support. More on a social aspect 
we  are having occasional „Lunch Get Togethers‟ at varying venues so if you want Good Food, 
Good Company and pleasant conversation on a get to know us basis, all at a modest cost,  this 
is your opportunity by contacting Susan. Other events include Galas and Shows, particularly at 
Darley Dale and a more recent one at Chatsworth. If Aircraft are your forte you probably missed 
last year at Waddington but could be in time for Cosford (cuts permitting) so come along and 
join in. At such events there is always the photo opportunity so take it and then enter our newly 
created all year round Photo Competition with good prizes for the winners, and your contact 
here is Clare. You may never have tried a ride on a Segway, you can have the opportunity on 
one of our outings to Clumber Park, again Sue is your contact and is also taking names for an 
evening „Go Carting‟. Everyone wants to have a go on the Skid Pan and we have two visits 
planned for this year, for this contact myself (Bill), or Ray. If on the other hand a bit of sporty 
driving or manoeuvring is your forte then watch out for an event we are holding along with the N 
E Derbyshire Motor Club very shortly, a chance to be competitive and a good day out. 
 
 Then of course there is the monthly social evening with varying speakers and subjects 
as advertised in this magazine and once again the opportunity to meet, talk and generally 
socialise. Everyone, and I do mean everyone, is most welcome at the Chester Street Club on 
Third Thursday of the Month, details in the magazine. 

 
  More on the driving front, you may well be interested in becoming an observer and joining the 
team of volunteers who are already committed and this could well further advance your own 
driving. There is also a wealth of information to be gained on our Guidance Days at Sainsbury‟s 
car park. As an observer you may well be interested in a talk about „Special Assessment „by 
David Stringer our group 4 RCO. Still with driving but this time regarding the younger generation 
there is newly released‟ Momentum‟ for young drivers which is a 60 minute on-road assessment 
by a qualified IAM examiner, or they could come along for a free assessment drive with one of 

our group observers prior to considering taking the „Skill For Life‟ package. If you are a Mum or 
Dad with a Son or Daughter having newly passed their ministry test, then give yourselves peace 
of mind when they are out driving by knowing they have received the best advice possible and 
passed a further test to prove themselves safe and capable Advanced Drivers and after that 
night out driving they will safely return home. 
 
 These are some of the items in the pipe line for the coming year and there are big 
things afoot within the IAM so keep abreast of them by reading this magazine. Further 
information regarding the subjects mentioned can be had from the various contacts listed or by 
a visit to the Caravan on Guidance days, and if you feel inclined to put pen to paper then please 
do so, or even Email the group through the listed addresses. One final plea is that if you would 
like to become more involved with action or ideas or possibly have an asset that the group could 
benefit by, then please do make contact. 
 
 A response to any article appearing in the magazine  would be very much appreciated 
be it praiseworthy or critical, so as the Internet ads say “be the first to write a review” – TRY IT. 
 
 Safe and Happy driving for the coming year, 
                                                            Bill Harrington.               

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Winter Road Damage ALAN MORGAN    

It has been a hard winter for motorists but new research suggests that garages may at least see 
a little benefit from it. Mechanical insurance provider, Warranty  Direct, which runs a website 
called Poyholes.co.uk has data to suggest that there will be a sharp increase in claims for axle 
and suspension related damage this winter.  
   
  Last year it is estimated that British motorists paid out £320m in repairs to wheels and tyres to 
suspension failure. This year it is suggested that figure will pale into insignificance say Warranty  
Direct. Potholes are caused by water or snow filling existing cracks in road surfaces and then 
freezing.      The expansion this causes breaks open the road, which is revealed when the ice 
melts. Repeated freeze-thaw cycles cause maximum damage. 
    
   The roads are going to deteriorate incredibly quickly over the coming months. Given the 
severity and earlier than normal arrival of harsh wintry weather conditions, everything is pointing 
towards a miserable period for motorists. Spending cuts will also impact the issue. Local 
councils and Central Government have a duty of care to maintain the roads of Britain . Yet, with 
the extended period of cold weather and councils trimming budgets across the country, it‟s hard 
to tackle what points towards being the worst ever pothole season. 
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A Guidance Officers View 

We have a good number of associates who are all here to better their driving standards. Each 
associate is assigned to an observer who hopefully lives within reach of the observer. The 
associate is urged to go out at least once per week, more if both agree. But I also have to stress 
that it is part of your training to come to our monthly guidance sessions at Sainsbury‟s on the 
first Sunday and the following Saturday. This is to send you out with a different observer as you 
can become comfortable with your regular observer and some part of your training could be 
missed or not understood by you. Another observer could explain something differently that 
would make you understand easier. 
The other thing is for whatever reason you may not see eye to eye with the observer I allocated 
you to. Now if that is the case I can switch you to a different observer. I have done this in the 
past and it works well. Not everyone is going to get along or see eye to eye so give it some 
thought. 
If your observer is going away on holiday or whatever please don‟t just sit and wait for him/her to 
return. If you want to go out with another observer then call me and I will sort it out for you. Any 
difficulties you may have no matter what it is don‟t just sit on it, talk to me or any other observer.  
We are hoping that this year we are going to set up just one person who‟s job it will be to look 
after associates and their needs. So please watch this space and more details will follow shortly. 
 
Safe Driving  
Ray 

.............................................................................................................................. 
 

Car park change at last for 
drivers 

 
Continuing on the theme of car parks, Chesterfield is leading the way with technology. The town 
that has invented all manner of useful things from steam engines to disposable nappies has 
introduced something truly amazing … car park ticket machines with the capability of giving you 
change. 
 
For years they have been able to tell you the time and count your loose change as you feed it 
into the slot. Now some of them have moved on. Few things are more frustrating for us 
motorists than to drive around for ages in search of a parking place then discover we don‟t have 
the required £1.20 or £1.70. we feed the machine with either £1.50 or £2 and walk away 
wondering where the surplus 30p might end up. 
 
Now the town Hall car park dispenses change and the motorists are happy again without a care 
in the world. 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

NEW FOR 2011 

MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

  

Chesterfield IAM will be holding a photography competition every month. Each month has a 

different theme and you are invited to enter up to three photographs that show your 

interpretation of the theme. 

There will be an entry fee of £3 that will be split 50/50 between the prize fund and the group. 

The more entries there are, the higher the prize fund will be. So encourage all your friends to 

come and find out more. 

Entries will be being taken at guidance sessions in Sainsbury‟s car park on the first Sunday and 

following Saturday of each month. If you are unable to make guidance, please e-mail Clare to 

arrange entry (iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com). 

Images are uploaded onto a group Flickr account, so internet access is required. Images will be 

judged on technique as well as creativity. To help the judges with their choice, you are asked to 

give a brief description of how you came to take each shot and what equipment you used. 

March‟s theme is cars and pictures can be uploaded from 6th March onwards. So get snapping 

or hunting through your hard drives to find your best shots to enter. 
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UK LAW AN ASS - OFFICIAL? 

Convicted headlamp flasher stirs up hornets' nestWe don't 

claim to know too much about the law as it relates to obstruction of police officers, but Grimsby 

magistrates could hardly have done more to invite contempt for the legal process here on PH 

than by fining a chap who flashed his lights in the vicinity of a police speed trap.  

If Michael Thompson, newly convicted of 'wilfully obstructing a police officer in the course of her 
duties', feels the law is an ass then who could blame him? 
 
Certainly not those members of the driving public who feel let down (and often stitched-up) by a 
policing 'strategy' for UK roads that relies on dumb, lowest-common-denominator logic, the 
replacement of trained and experienced traffic officers by camera-toting jobsworths in high-vis 
jackets, and an apparent free pass to any idiotic, stupid or dangerous driver with the wit to drive 
a car that's registered incorrectly on the ANPR database. 
 
Police speed traps have never found favour with motorists, and they probably never will. We 
consent to put up with them as voters and taxpayers, because British society has traditionally 
accepted an intelligently nuanced approach to traffic policing. 
 
We all know how that consent is eroded, little by little, every time a speed camera flashes on an 
all-but-empty road. Perhaps what this ridiculous case against Michael Thompson serves to 
illustrate is how the age of digital speed measurement appears to engender a similarly binary 
approach to enforcement in the minds of (some, at least) police officers on the ground. 
 
This is not a development to be welcomed, obviously, although at least when it's out in the open 
we've got a chance to rail against it. 
 
Meanwhile we'll continue to flash our headlights to warn fellow motorists of perceived hazards 
on the road when we feel it's appropriate - and hopefully you'll keep doing the same for us! 

................................................................................................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

HAPPY DAYS                                          

COLIN WILKINSON 
GROUP MEMBER 

I was born on December 12
th 

1931 
On December 12

th 
1940 I was eating trifle and birthday cake in the Anderson Shelter in the back 

garden in our house at 52 Southey Crescent, Sheffield 5, as it was my 9
th 

birthday and it also 
happened to be Sheffield blitz night. 
 
In December 1949 I was called up for national Service and passed my medical A1 in the old 
Ringtons Tea Offices in Eccleshall Road in Sheffield where I also expressed a preference to join 
the RAF which would be following in my brother‟s footsteps. 
 
After being kitted out at Padgate, I was posted to West Kirby for my six weeks square bashing, 
including 7 days fatigues for “Dirty Brasses” which in my humble opinion were absolutely 
immaculate. 
 
At the end of my training we went on parade to learn what trade it has been decided that we 
were to follow during our time in the RAF. 
 
I had previously opted for the D.M.T. (Driver Mechanical Transport) as I had always wanted to 
drive, with a second choice of D.R. (Dispatch rider. 
 
My name was called out and I was to report to No 1 Driving School at RAF Weeton near 
Blackpool, not as a trainee driver, but as a clerk G.D. (Clerical General Duties) and my heart 
sank. 
 
I was put to work in the wages office and had been there about a week when I was advised that 
the C.O. wanted to see me. This was a terrifying thing for a new recruit to hear and I had no 
idea what I had done wrong. 
 
As it turned out he was a very nice chap and he asked me why I was working in the wages 
department. The only answer I could give is that this is what I had been told to do. 
“well Wilkinson” he said, “according to my notes you are here to train as a driver so get yourself 
down to the Driving School and report for duty.” 
 
“Oh Joy, there is a god after all.” 
 
My training began in a Hillman 10 staff car driving round the streets of Blackpool, Squires Gate 
and Lytham. I very soon got the hang of that and progressed to a 3 ton Bedford QL. 

 

The following have all appeared in church magazines so let us thank god for church ladies with 
typewriters 

...................................... 
Sunday morning sermon: „Jesus walks on water‟ 
Sunday evening sermon: „Searching for Jesus‟ 

.................................................................... 
Ladies don‟t forget the rummage sale. It‟s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 

the house. Bring your husbands. 
................................................................. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang „I will not pass this way again,‟ giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
.............................................................................. 

For those of you who have children and don‟t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
............................................................................. 

Next weekend‟s Fasting & Prayer Confrence in Whitby includes all meals. 
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There is no nicer vehicle to drive than a Bedford QL, they are a drivers dream. However, I 
digress. 
 
I eventually passed my driving test in my beloved QL in the streets of Blackpool and before I 
was given my permanent posting I was summoned to the C.O.‟s office again. By this time I 
wasn‟t frightened of him and I knew I had done nothing wrong. 
 
I found myself in his office with five other newly qualified drivers. “Gentlemen,” he said, “I have a 
job for you. The drivers at Smithfield‟s Meat Market have gone on strike and you will each take a 
Bedford QL down to London and report to Smithfield Market. Corporal Whitham will be in charge 
of the convoy. That‟s all.” 
 
I was eighteen years old, I had just passed my driving test and I had never been to London 
before in my life. “Baptism of Fire” is a phrase that springs to mind. 
 
I delivered meat to butchers, hotels and hospitals in and around the London area for four weeks 
by which time I felt that I knew London as well as any London cabbie. 
 
When I got back to Weeton I was posed to Kirton Lindsey in Lincolnshire where I spent most of 
my time as camp ambulance driver. Nothing to do all day except drink tea in the sick Quarters 
until my services were required 
 
When I wasn‟t doing that I was taking officer cadets out on manoeuvres in the troop carrying 
version of the beautiful Bedford QL; longer wheelbase and fitted with seats! 
 
I was due for demob in 1951 and if it hadn‟t been for the fact that I was madly in love with my 
late wife, Valerie, I could easily have signed on as a regular, but I did 
 
I got demobbed; I married Valerie and started work as a delivery driver for Arthur Davey and 
sons (Bakers) of Paternoster Row in Sheffield. 
 
I also bought my first car, a 1932 Riley Monaco for which I paid a massive £35. 
 
                                                                     Happy Days  
 

........................................................................................................................................ 
 

 
I would like to thank Colin for a well written and interesting article. If you would like to send an 
article to me for publication in the newsletter you can do it in a few ways. Colin wrote the article 
and sent it to my home address, others Email it to me at ...  challenge_copy@btinternet.com  
 
All I ask is that if you use word or any other word processor; you send your article in Ariel 9 point 
and A5 size. 
 
This is a group newsletter and would like to have as many articles from members and associate 
members as possible. So come on put pen to paper or fingers on keys and let‟s liven the 
newsletter up with articles from you the members. 
 
Thank you  
                         Richard ...  (Group Newsletter Editor)  

 
 

Check wheel alignment after 
pothole damage 

 
 
Driving over potholes can alter the vehicle‟s 
steering and suspension geometries or damage 
critical components which can reduce vehicle 
safety or generate extra running costs. By ensuring 
wheels are correctly aligned, drivers can minimise 
the effects of any pothole damage and ensure they 
remain as safe as possible. 
“The recent bad weather will inevitably increase 
the number of potholes we see on our roads which 

can cause a number of serious safety issues for drivers,” explains Stuart Jackson, chairman, 
TyreSafe. “If a car‟s wheels are not correctly aligned it may pull to one side or cause vibrations 
in the steering wheel which can be distracting and make the vehicle difficult to control. By 
visiting your local garage or tyre dealer they will be able to perform some simple checks to make 
sure the wheels are correctly aligned, helping you to stay safe.”  
 
According to the AA, last February‟s heavy snow increased insurance claims for pothole 
damage by more than 250 percent. With the current prolonged spell of snow and freezing 
conditions, road damage is expected to be even worse this year.  
 
As well as the safety benefits offered by correct wheel alignment, motorists can also reduce 
their running costs. When a vehicle‟s wheels are properly aligned, it is less likely to suffer from 
premature tyre wear as the tyres point in the correct direction, reducing any „scrubbing‟ action 
on the road surface. This also helps to reduce the rolling resistance of the tyres meaning that 
fuel costs are also reduced.  
 
“When a driver has their wheel alignment checked, the garage will also be able to give the tyres 
a proper inspection to ensure they have not suffered any damage from the pothole,” continues 
Jackson. “Cuts or bulges in a tyre mean that it is likely to have suffered some serious internal 
damage making it unsafe and illegal. The garage will also be able to check that the tyres have 
adequate tread depth and the correct pressure, both essential for safe driving.” 
 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Liners 
 

 A midget fortune teller who escapes from prison is a small medium at large* 
 

 Once you‟ve seen on shopping centre, you‟ve seen a mall* 
 

 Bakers trade bread recipes on a kneed-to- know basis* 
 

 
 Santa‟s helpers are subordinate clauses 
 Acupuncture is a jab well done 
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Group Christmas Dinner 

Our Social Secretary Sue Wheatcroft after a preliminary 

discussion with some group members decided it would be a 

good idea to have a Christmas Dinner last year so members 

and their partners could have an enjoyable evening together.  

In August we had a lunch gathering at the Carnarvon Country 

Pub to decide if this would be a suitable venue for the dinner.  

We had an enjoyable lunch in the Ship Room and everybody 

agreed that the standard of food and service were excellent 

and we liked the modern tasteful decor.  We also were able to view their Christmas menu and 

Sue made the booking for Tuesday 7 December 2010.  This event was then promoted in the 

September Newsletter and there was a very good response.  

I know it seems a long time ago now but you will no doubt remember all that snow which fell on 

Chesterfield at the beginning of December and the whole area ground to a halt. This put our 

event in jeopardy and Sue phoned the Carnarvon to see what their policy was regarding 

cancellation/postponement.  As temperatures were dipping to below-15 C at night and the roads 

to Teversall are quite exposed it was decided that safety was 

paramount and Sue rescheduled the dinner to 4 January 

2011.   

Our Christmas Dinner then became a New Year Celebration 

and in fact it was nice to have a post-Xmas event when things 

start to feel a bit flat.  Luckily the weather was fine and the 

roads finally cleared of snow.  Twenty-three of us arrived to a 

warm welcome at the Carnarvon.  Sue had produced exquisite name cards complete with a 

chocolate santa with our chosen menu selections – a good job as it was a long time since 

September when we chose our menu!! The evening was a great success and enjoyed by all.  I 

certainly thought the food was excellent and the Staff was extremely friendly and attentive. It 

was a shame that Jan Creswell was unwell and couldn‟t be with us having helped Sue with the 

organisation of the dinner. 

Thank you very much Sue for organising this enjoyable social. We look forward to having 

another Christmas Dinner this year and it is definitely an event not to be missed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

4 February 2011  

 
Good driving part of pollution solution 
 
Research by the IAM shows that toxins in exhaust fumes  have fallen by 80 per cent since their 
peak in 1990 and that today‟s new lorries are quieter than 1970‟s cars. 

 
The findings in „Toxic emissions and noise‟, published today by the IAM, show that the noise 
made by the average family car is now 74 decibels – normal conversation is between 60 and 70 
decibels. Bus levels are 78 decibels and heavy lorries 80 decibels.  In 1972 the level for a 
passenger car was 82 decibels.  

 
IAM director of policy and research Neil Greig said: “Long-term exposure to road noise has been 
linked to increased levels of stress and high blood pressure, so it‟s good news that we are 
turning down the volume on Britain‟s vehicles.  But drivers can reduce noise further by fitting low 
rolling resistance tyres and keeping to the speed limit.  Starting up and moving off quickly in 
your diesel also helps and keeps the neighbours happy.” 

 
Toxic exhaust emissions are also falling. In particular lead emissions are now close to zero and 
carbon monoxide emissions are a quarter of their 1990s levels. While this is largely due to 
catalytic converters cleaning exhaust fumes and the introduction of lead-free petrol, drivers can 
also take action to reduce levels of toxic fumes. 

 
Greig said: “Driving at a constant speed is far more fuel efficient than accelerating and braking. 
Anything that makes traffic slow down and speed up is bad for both fuel consumption and air 
quality emissions - particulates such as brake dust and toxic gases. It is also safer as stopping 
increases the risk of being hit from behind.” 

 
Next year, new tyre labeliing will make make eco-driving even easier. By November 2012 all 
new tyres will carry a label indicating how much the tyre affects the car's fuel efficiency, about its 
performance in wet conditions and its external rolling noise in decibels. 

 
For more tips on making your driving more fuel efficient, visit the IAM website  
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http://www.iam.org.uk/fuelsaviingtips

