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JANUARY     

SUNDAY    2ND
 Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park  

SATURDAY  8T    Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park  

THURSDAY 20TH
 AGM 

TUESDAY     25TH
 Committee Meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library  

  

FEBRUARY  

SUNDAY       6TH
 Guidance 9.30am to 12.00 noon Sainsbury’s Car Park  

SATURDAY   12TH
 Guidance 9.30am to 12noon Sainsbury’s Car Park  

THURSDAY   17TH  
 PRESIDENTS AUCTION 

TUESDAY      22ND Committee Meeting 7.30pm Chesterfield Library  

Associate Members; PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday or Saturday guidance sessions 

which are held at the SAINSBURYS CAR PARK at 9.30 or 10.30am as per the list below. If 

this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that other 

arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at anytime during the 

morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to arrange a drive at any 

suitable time. 

 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if not 

both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 
 

As you may have been informed the Christmas meal has had to be cancelled due to 
bad weather, you will be informed that Sue has re-booked for January. For more info 
contact sue 

February the17th will be the infamous Presidents Auction Mike will be collecting so 
come on and find those unwanted items and let’s see if we can raise as much or even 
more than we did last year for the Ashgate Hospice. 

The Group would like to wish all our Members and Associate Members a Happy and 
Safe New Year. 

We would also like to thank the Management of Sainsbury’s for allowing use to use 
their car park for our Guidance Sessions. 



  
PRESIDENT MIKE DICKERSON 01246 292144 

CHAIRMAN REG HOLMES 01246 862027 

VICE CHAIRMAN BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

HON.SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

GUIDANCE OFFICER RAY PARKER 01246 206959 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER BILL HARRINGTON 01246 412696 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER ALAN MORGAN 01246 204639 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR RICHARD WILKINSON 01246 563575 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTOR DON SIMMONDS 01246 232570 

SOCIAL SECRETARY SUE WHEATCROFT 01246 274785 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

GUIDANCE OFFICER rayparker744@btinternet.com 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER alanmorgan413@btinternet.com 

OBSERVER TRAINING OFFICER williamh@30bentsc.fsnet.co.uk 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY donjohn9@tiscali.co.uk 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR challenge_copy@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT. 

 
Details which members have supplied to the group are held on a database for the 

groups own use. If you object to your details being held in this way, please inform the 

secretary in writing. 

 
The contents of this Newsletter are purely the views of the contributors 

and do not necessarily constitute the views of the Editor, the Institute, or 

the Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  VAL NEWBOULD:  JOHN NORTH:   

CARL JONES:  ROGER BATES: ANNE FOSTER 

 



                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SELF DRIVE HIRE 
SERPENT MOTORS 

EST OVER 30 YEARS 
10% DISCOUNT FOR IAM MEMBERS

  FOR THE BEST VALUE AND UNBEATABLE SERVICE

 SMALL CARS... FAMILY CARS... MINI BUSES... VANS
 

01246 279920 
 

OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ

THURSDAY 20th JANUARY 2011 
AT THE CLUB CHESTERFIELD 

7.30pm 
AGM 

 
The Committee will stand down for re-election; this is your chance to nominate 
people for the committee and other posts. 
 
So come along and get your voice heard, this is your group so have your

 
 

                          THURSDAY 17H JANUARY 2011 
7-30pm Club Chesterfield 
PRESIDENTS AUCTION 

 
Yes it’s that time of the year for the Presidents infamous Auction. Mike will be at the 
Guidance to take your Donations for the Auction all we ask is that the items donated 
are in good condition and all electrical goods are safe and in working order.
 
So sort out all your unwanted item’s and let’s make the Auction a good one!!!

 

 

 
10% DISCOUNT FOR IAM MEMBERS 

FOR THE BEST VALUE AND UNBEATABLE SERVICE 

SMALL CARS... FAMILY CARS... MINI BUSES... VANS 

BRAMPTON, CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ  
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A month of mixed thoughts        MIKE GROUP PRESIDENT 

 

Since speed cameras, or certainly the vast majority of them, have been seen to make little or 
no impact on road safety regarding accidents, a few interesting facts have recently come to 
light. The government’s own speed obsessed Department for Transport has been forced to 
formally concede that in 2009 “exceeding the speed limit was reported as a factor in only 5% of 
accidents”. The main contributor to most collisions is regarding eyesight ….. Either poor 
eyesight or those who do not use their perfectly good eyesight properly. Not judging the path or 
speed of other road users, simple carelessness, and the loss of vehicle control are way, way 
above any accident where inappropriate speed was involved. I use the phrase “inappropriate 
speed”, as speed itself, correctly controlled is not a killer. It is always necessary to temper 
speed with safety in mind, as even 30mph in a built up area may be too fast. 
I read with interest that Portsmouth who were the first large area to take on board the 20 mph 
maximum speed on all side roads, have found an INCREASE in road deaths since introducing 
the scheme. An interesting, if very sad, fact. 
 
On a much lighter note, I was recently given a 1957 Motor Show magazine and have been 
quite astonished by some of the prices of many of the items for sale. For example, a car 
costing a basic £400 incurs purchase tax ( equivalent to our VAT ) of £200, now making the 
total £600. Conclusion….. not much has changed!! An advert for a wooden 16x8 garage was 
£36.00, yet a car radio was £21.00!! 
 
Question…..when is a re-built car not the car it was? 
A car dealer sold a rare Bentley 1930 Speed Six for £430,000. The new owner disputed the 
car’s originality, and a judge agreed, saying “ it could no longer be accurately described as a 
1930 Bentley Speed  Six as it has been so heavily restored” The buyer was awarded £94,000. 
The dealer is to appeal!!! 
 
Now is the time, I feel, to beg, ask, plead for you to bring all those unwanted Christmas 
presents  to the February Auction Night…..in this time of cut backs, the Hospice is really feeling 
the pinch and this is our opportunity to help out . Unfortunately my wife and I lost a good friend 
recently, but we know she was very well cared for in her last days in the Hospice. 
 
At this time of a new year I would like to express my thanks on behalf of all the group to the 
hard working members of the committee, observers, other members who “do things behind the 
scenes” associates and friends of the group for another successful year. The group has come a 
long way since I joined in 1976 ( I’m sure our Treasurer Jeff, a founder member in 1976, would 
agree). As we enter our 35th year I look forward to another 12 months of test passes, 
interesting social evenings, educational visits, and a happy and, dare I say, prosperous year 
ahead. 
 
Last month’s question…..I must be 7 years old. 
 
Rather than a theoretical puzzle this month, I am asking for your views on speed cameras, any 
aspect of them….please share your views and opinions with our other readers. 
 
Stay safe and happy.        Mike. 
 

 

1 



     St John Ambulance
                                  

RAY PARKER (GROUP GUIDANCE OFFICER)  

A while ago now Sue Wheatcroft made contact with St John Ambulance. Out of this came a 
request from them for us to go and talk to them re driver assessments. So along with Sue I 
went to see what they needed. As the meeting progressed it seemed that they wanted all their 
Drivers County wide assessed and re assessed every three years. They wanted an outside 
body to do this. I said it would have to go through our committee first, even though SJA wanted 
things to go ahead quickly. After a couple more meetings with them, including Jeff Snape and 
Bob Stone it was decided that we would make a start and sort out any problems as we go 
along. The whole project is being done alongside the IAM’s Drivecheck. We started on 
Thursday 25th November. We set aside every Thursday and Friday for a group of us to go to St 
John Ambulances and assess the drivers. My thanks go to, Bill Harrington, John North, Sue 
Wheatcroft, Robert Lee, Roger Bates, Jan Creswell, and Alan Morgan for their assistance in 
taking part in this project. Mike Dickerson also has said he is prepared to gives talks if SJA can 
get a decent group together. 
Just to clarify the assessments, we do not assess to the IAM standard but to a very good DSA 
standard, or that is how it started. After taking the first 7 drivers we are finding that the standard 
of their drivers is higher. One instance is where one driver told me he had no previous 
experience with the ambulance, but when we went out on the road I found his driving very good 
and he even did a commentary that was equal if not better than some observers I know. All in 
all we enjoyed our time with SJA and are now looking forward to progressing with them. 
How we work it is we take two drivers out in the morning whilst the other two stay in a 
classroom session and watch the Roadcraft DVD. This in itself has raised a lot of interest from 
their drivers and the questions come thick and fast. I’m pretty sure it does help them with their 
own driving. Whether any in time join us as member we do not know.  
 
The following section is written by Gemma Taylor Re gional PR and Fundraising Officer. 
St John Ambulance Derbyshire has teamed up with the Chesterfield Group of the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists (IAM) to undertake driving assessments. The partnership – agreed through 
the local committee at the end of October – started in Chesterfield on 25 November. The 
assessments are being conducted at St John Ambulance HQ in Chesterfield using SJA skill 
tests similar to IAM and DSA standards. The first cohort of seven drivers have already 
completed with high standards. The training program is ongoing. The assessments have come 
about in accordance with St John Ambulance’s national transport policy, ensuring that all 
drivers are assessed and re-assessed every three years. 
 
The tests are normally to be conducted in a St John ambulance, but for those who do not drive 
ambulances it will be done in the vehicle they normally drive. Successful assessments in an 
ambulance will allow the person to drive other road vehicles. Clive Dennis, Commissioner 
Operations for St John Ambulance in Derbyshire, said: ‘We are very pleased to be working 
closely with the Chesterfield Group of the Institute of Advanced Motorists. Our emergency first 
aider’s are the difference for thousands of people each year and I’m sure these driving 
assessments will be of huge benefit to our volunteers.’ 
On a final word from myself, I have a good feeling about our partnership with St John 
Ambulance and I’m sure it will go from strength to strength. 
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CITROEN C4 – REPLACEMENT PARTS DO COST THE EARTH!!      BY ALAN MORGAN  

 And then you need a replacement part!!      (SORT YOUR ACT OUT CITROEN)  

   I bought my Citroen C4 on a 06 plate and with it came the standard manufacturer’s warranty. 
Few teething troubles but nothing to really worry about. 
    All singing all dancing ignition key fell to pieces – replaced under warranty.   
    Catch on glove box broke – replaced under warranty.   
    Cruise control played up when reducing speed – resolved 
    Engine management light kept flashing – replaced under warranty. 
  
   Many miles of happy, and advanced, motoring were now to follow.  
Until ! After the experience with the glove box catch I treated it with respect because quite 
honestly the moulding section of the part was pathetic for the quality of vehicle. For some 
reason, once again the glove box, for that is about all that you can put in it, failed to open to 
allow me to get at the manual. With a little coaxing and an hour in a contorted position to gain 
access to the catch I gave up. As I was unable to release the catch and so decided that 
reluctantly I would have to venture down to the local Citroen dealership. 
  
    Armed with the broken catch I walked to the service reception and showed it to man. He 
smiled, I said “You’ve seen these before “,  
“Once or twice “ he replied.  
“You had better give me a price for a replacement part “I said. 

As I have my vehicle serviced there he was only going to charge me £15 for fitting it. 
Apparently the standard labour charge is around £45. That figure sounded fine to me and I 

asked him for the price of the part, where upon his consulted his Glasses Guide of Parts or the 
Citroen Parts Manual. I’m thinking around £10 - £15. I was glad I was sitting down when he 

said “That will be £115 for the catch, £15 labour = £130 in total. I thought “On your bike 
sunshine “No way was I paying that exorbitant figure. 

  
   As the glove box was sealed solid I needed access to at least get my security wheel nut and 
manual. I said that I would rather have the lid removed completely for the storage it provided. 
He kindly offered to open the catch and proceeded to come out of the office armed with two 
large paper clips. 
“You’ve done this before “I said 
“Once or twice “he replied  
  
   Now Citroen in their wisdom have designed the glove box with a lid that flimsily slots onto two 
hinges at the bottom. In the moulding they have also incorporated a clip for a pen. I was 
advised that this clip regularly failed and caused the pen to fall to the bottom of the glove box 
and jam the hinge.    What a nice little earner this must be making Citroen for a pathetic piece 
of thin section plastic. With ease he managed to catch the spring with the paper clip and with a 
little coaxing released the catch. 
  
   No way was I going to pay the exorbitant charge for a new catch and as he had managed to 
release it I decided to improvise with a free IAM toggle key ring which once slotted onto the 
spring worked perfectly. My new improvised IAM key ring has been doing good service for a 
couple of months now and never failed. 
  
   Access to the internet websites have shown many other disgruntled Citroen C4 owners who 
have encountered the same problem and like me not once but more than once at up £250 a 
time. 
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SELWYN GOUGH SENIOR OBSERVER

WORLD RECORDS from the CENTRE OF ENGLAND

MORTON to CHESTERFIELD  7¼ mins 
MORTON TO CLAY CROSS  3   mins 
MORTON TO SUTTON   5   mins 
MORTON TO DERBY   14 mins 
 
These are just some of the unofficial records I held 
during a mad hectic time of my life, using a variety of 
vehicles including a Hillman Minx, Ford Cortina, Mini, 
Ford Anglia, Morris 1800, Renault Dauphine and a 
Renault 16 in which I took my test. 
 
It all started in early May of 87 just before my birthday, 
(13th   which was nearly my last).  I attempted a 
challenge to do Alfreton to Barnard Castle and back in 
under 4 hours from a demanding Boss. Driving a 
dangerously overloaded Marina pickup truck I broke every known road law plus some more 
only I knew, and accomplished the feat with a few minutes to spare, leaving me a nervous 
wreck and bruised knuckles due to a certain confrontation. 
 
The following day I picked up a publication to read whilst in the barbers, and saw an article 
concerning the IAM and what it had to offer, and immediately thought that this was the only way 
for me to go before I ended up on a slab or in nick. 
Contacting them, they put me in touch with Chesterfield group (Nick / Chris Roberts) and then 
to Bob Bunyan who in turn allocated me to Fred Goldthorpe to sort me out.  He taught me how 
to drive fast slowly and calmed me down so that I could absorb all the information that was 
presented to me as I was driving along.  Taking all this in, I was put in for my test in August and 
was told that the examiner would be Sid Harbey from Matlock Division.  
  
All very good, but I had already met Mr. S. Harbey the previous week at Darley Dale and I had 
a bone or two to pick with him.  He was the umpire officiating when we were playing Darley 
Dale at cricket and I’m sure he couldn’t see 22 yards never mind driving a car, anyway he gave 
me out LBW.  However we smoothed things out during the pre test chat when I realised his lad 
played football for Derby County and I might get a free ticket, after that everything went 
smoothly and I duly passed my Test.  

………………………………………………………………………………..

DO YOU HAVE AN E-MAIL ADDRESS?

If so then please read on: We have had occasions whereby if any breaking news or 

updates are needed to be sent out between newsletters it has been difficult to get this 
information out to members quickly. 

It would help greatly if we could deliver this information via e-mail. Would all members who 
have an e-mail address please send an e-mail to jeff.snape@btinternet.com
and post code in the subject field. Would members who have provided their e
the past also do the above, this will ensure that we have the correct e-mail address for 
members.  
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Take it easy in snow says IAM 

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) has today issued advice on driving on snow and ice, 
with freezing conditions set to continue for many days to come.  
  
Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner said: “Avoid travelling unless completely necessary, and 
don’t ignore police warnings or advice to not travel on specific routes. Can you work remotely, 
or change your schedule?” 
  
If staying at home in the warm is not an option, the IAM offers the following advice on driving 
safely through this period: 
  

• Make sure your windows are clear and that you have all-round visibility before 
you set off. Also take the time to clear snow off the roof of your car   

• When driving in snow, get your speed right - not too fast that you risk losing 
control, but not so slow that you risk losing momentum when you need it 

• Start gently from stationary, avoiding high revs. Stay in a higher gear for better 
control, and if it is slippery, in a manual car move off in a higher gear, rather 
than just using first 

•  If you get yourself into a skid the main thing to remember is to take your foot 
off the pedals and steer 

• Only use the brake if you cannot steer out of trouble.  Double or even triple 
your normal stopping distance from the vehicle in front so you are not relying 
on your brakes to be able to stop. It simply may not happen! 

• It’s better to think ahead as you drive to keep moving, even if it is at walking 
pace 

• Plan your journey around busier roads as they are more likely to have been 
gritted. Avoid using short cuts on minor roads – they are less likely to be 
cleared or treated with salt, especially country lanes and housing areas  

• Bends are a particular problem in slippery conditions – slow down before you 
get to the bend, so that by the time you turn the steering wheel you have 
already lost enough speed 

• On a downhill slope get your speed low before you start the descent, and do 
not let it build up – it is much easier to keep it low than to try and slow down 
once things get slippery 

  
And if the worst does happen:  
  

• Keep track of where you are. If you do have to call for assistance, you need to 
be able to tell the breakdown or emergency services your location, so they can 
find you 

• If you must leave your vehicle to telephone for assistance, find a safe place to 
stand away from the traffic flow. If you have just lost control the next driver 
could well do the same in the same place 

• On motorways and dual carriageways it is always better to leave your vehicle 
and stand a short distance behind and to the safe side of it. Don’t stand in front 
of it if at all possible. Balancing the risks of a collision and hypothermia is 
something that depends on your situation 
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New Tyre Rules                                    (PART ONE) 

    Most drivers have only a passing interest in tyres, they would prefer to spend more time 
considering the design of the alloy wheels than the four circles of rubber surrounding them. Yet 
all the traction control and assisted braking systems mean very little if the patches of rubber 
linking the car to the road aren’t up to scratch. You probably already know that but do you know 
that 20% of all car’s fuel consumption is directly attributable to the tyres? Of every 5 tanks of 
fuel that you pay for, one is drained because of the tyres, mainly due to the resistance through 
friction. That explains the proliferation of low rolling resistance tyres now standard issue on 
every “eco” model. 

   According to automotive research agency TNS, only one third of drivers in Europe regularly 
check their tyres for wear. Most adopt a “less I have to think about my tyres, the better 
“approach. The indifference is understandable, particularly from a fleet user-chooser driver 
perspective, a group that benefits from all-inclusive motoring packages. Drivers however, need 
to consider the safety, longevity and economic differences from one type of tyre to another. 
They are significant. 
  
   A new EU directive, due to become law in October 2012, will put a label on every new tyre on 
sale, rating it in three key areas ; noise, wet braking and rolling resistance with regards to fuel 
consumption. Minimum standards must be met before a tyre is even eligible for ranking on an A 
to G scale (along with the noise in decibels). Were the legislation to come into force now, it 
would make an estimated 30% of today’s new tyres illegal. Those thresholds will be raised 
annually. By 2016, the standard would render a massive 70% of today’s tyres unsalable.  
  
   Michelin is part of the miscellany of tyre makers, regulators and retailers discussing exactly 
how the labelling will work. The latest discussions were held in early June 2010. Tyre labelling 
has little to do with telling motorists what brand will give them an extra 5 mph during cornering 
manoeuvres and everything to do with the environment. It is hoped that the labels will have the 
same impact on consumer behaviour as a similar system adopted for white goods. If you know 
that the slightly more expensive fridge-freezer is actually much more efficient, you’re more 
likely to spend the extra to save money in the long term. 
  
   Michelin is now trumpeting the advantages of its Energy Saver tyres, which it claims are 
collectively responsible for saving 184 million litres of fuel since their launch in 1992. They 
provided tests pitting the Energy Saver against the equivalent eco-tyres of its major 
competitors. The tests – longevity, fuel economy and safety (wet weather grip) – were 
conducted by independent specialists but paid for by Michelin. Michelin comes top in all but 
one of the tyre tests.  
  
   The problem is that there is a “1 to 10 ratio tyre wear difference depending on use, tyre 
pressure and other factors” according to Michelins head of technical communications. Imagine 
the fallout when, say, a 20,000-mile rated tyre is worn to an illegal tread level (below 1.6mm) 
after only 19000 miles of motor way use. Nonetheless, good ratings for fuel economy and wet 
braking are likely to sway fleet buyers away from the cheapest options. As with   fridge-
freezers, the system should serve to drag down average CO2 emissions. Michelin claim 
Energy Saver tyres reduce a cars emissions by 4g/km the moment they are wrapped around 
the rims. So to the science. Unfortunately the characteristics that govern a tyre’s grip, duration 
and fuel economy generally oppose each other. Lowering a tyre’s rolling resistance means 
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Better fuel consumption but longer braking distances. The trick is achieving a balance of all 
those positive characteristics, making sure one isn’t too far to the detriment to the other. 
  
   For example, rolling resistance is the result of an object deforming when it touches another 
surface, then springing back again. In a tyre, its when the sidewall and tread blocks deform at 
the contact patch. This creates friction on the road surface when they ping back into shape. 
That deformation generates wasted heat energy. The solution then, is to make the tyre 
compound hard to prevent this movement but that is to the detriment of grip, which of course 
affects braking distances. Braking distances in the wet are also governed by the pattern of 
tread which, needs to direct standing water away from the tyre, effectively “drying out” the road. 
Imagine rolling a steel ball and a rubber ball at the same speed across a flat surface. The steel 
ball has least resistance and would roll the furthest – it’s the most efficient. Which surface 
would you rather have between you and the road during emergency braking? 
  
   Michelin’s solution is the top-secret recipe of its rubber compound which uses a mix of carbon 
black to disperse the heat and silica (found in glass) to harden the tyre without affecting grip. 
Most manufacturers take a similar grip. It could be viewed as Pepsi vs. Coke vs. Virgin Cola all 
over again. However the results in this “taste test” provide a more quantitative comparison. 
  
Alan Morgan  
   Public Relations Officer 

............................................................................................................................ 
 

Clunk – Click you Cabbies Quick!!  

 A Scottish sheriff is calling for a review of a law that exempts taxi drivers from wearing 
seatbelts. He made the recommendations after an inquiry into a fatal accident involving a taxi 
driver who was not wearing a seatbelt. The taxi driver was hit by a drunk drivers’ car and the 
inquiry found the cabbie may have survived if his belt was fastened. 
  
The seatbelt exemption for taxi drivers was last reviewed in 1993. It is in place because of 
concern that wearing a seatbelt increases their vulnerability to assault or robbery. He advises 
that the risk to the health and safety of both drivers and passengers which these regulations 
engender is, in his opinion, wholly disproportionate to the perceived risks to drivers of physical 
abuse and the like from passengers. 
  
The Department for Transport says that you are twice as likely to die in a crash if you are not 
wearing a seatbelt. Its estimates, from 2007 figures, show that almost one life could be saved if 
all car occupants wore seatbelts. 
  
Education is marvellous but we still see the seatbelt laws flouted daily.            I remember the 
1973 TV advert with Jimmy Savilles’ “Clunk – Click “campaign had a dramatic effect on our 
attitude to seat freedom within the vehicle. If only we saw more of the actual injuries to the body 
and face on advertisement boards to hit the message home. 
  
Yours in Safe Driving 
 
Alan  
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Closing the gender gap among drivers  

‘Who’s in the driving seat?’  a new study of gender differences from the IAM 
(Institute of Advanced Motorists), has found that women and men aren’t so different when it 
comes to driving behaviours and attitudes. Most of the men and women surveyed enjoy driving, 
and rate themselves to be confident, considerate and safe behind the wheel, but almost twice 
as many men as women claim to be very confident. 
Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and Research said: “Despite the many myths attributed to 
drivers of either sex, it’s clear from our survey that both have a similar approach to driving. Men 
and women are equally likely to admit to speeding, poor parking behaviour or losing their 
temper. However, almost a quarter of women say that being a passenger with their partner in 
the driving seat leads to them feeling less relaxed.” 
Men are more likely to take responsibility for car maintenance and legal documentation of both 
cars in two-car households, with over half of women claiming their partner carries out routine 
maintenance. When going out for the day, in households where both partners drive, the man is 
much more likely to drive, often depriving women of the opportunity to gain and maintain driving 
experience and confidence. However this pattern is reversed when it comes to a night out, 
when the man is usually happy for the woman to drive.  
 Both men and women feel that their confidence could be boosted by taking an advanced 
driving course, with nearly half of women, and more than a third of men believing it would 
improve their driving skills. 
 
Mr Greig added: “The fact that so many women believe in the strength of driver training is 
encouraging. Single women are significantly more likely than single men to have a car, and 
while women may drive less while in a relationship, if – as is quite likely – they eventually 
become the primary driver, advanced driver training would help to increase their skills and 
confidence on the roads.” 
The IAM offers the following advice to women for safer, more confident driving: 
 

• Be assertive – take the wheel more often to build up driving experience and 
confidence. Women are more nervous than men when driving in bad weather, in fast-
moving traffic, close to lorries and on motorways, but valuable experience can be 
gained by opting to drive as much as possible, and not always deferring to a partner 
on longer journeys 

• Be confident – women are considerably less likely to have an accident than men, and 
are at less risk of violent assault after leaving the car, so don’t be afraid to drive purely 
because of perceived risk  

• Be skilful – by being more aware of the threats presented by other vehicles, and 
knowing how to put yourself in a better position to avoid or deal with them, advanced 
driver training will make you a more confident and safer driver  

  
Half of the men and women surveyed say they occasionally speed or lose their temper with 
other drivers, but next to none are willing to admit using a hand-held mobile phone while 
driving, or to driving after drinking. When it comes to parking around a quarter of both sexes 
say they either regularly or occasionally park where they should not.   
“The findings are positive, and dispel a lot of previously held misconceptions, particularly about 
women drivers. While women are still more nervous in certain environments, such as in fast-
moving traffic and bad weather, we encourage them to take the steering wheel more often, and 
to get as much practice as possible. Women are significantly more comfortable using their car 
at night, than walking or using public transport, and for this reason they should do everything 
they can to be as confident in their cars as possible,” Mr Greig concluded. 
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PREPARE YOUR CAR FOR COLD-SNAP 

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) is offering drivers advice on preparing their cars for 
winter, as snowfall is forecast around the UK over the next few days. 
  
Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner said: “Bad weather can strike quickly, and more severely 
than you expect, so now is the time to give your car a health-check before winter conditions 
take their toll.” 
  
Mr Rodger suggests some easy tips to prepare your car: 
  
1.     Make sure your windscreen wipers are in good condition and you regularly clean the 
inside of the windscreen  

 

2.     Top up your windscreen washer fluid with suitable anti-freeze screenwash and make sure 
your ice scraper and old cans of de-icer are up to the job. Ensure windscreen wipers are 
switched off when you start the ignition, as if they freeze in the ‘on’ position you risk blowing the 
fuse 
 
3.     Check your tyres thoroughly. The legal minimum for tyre tread in the UK is 1.6mm, but, for 
optimum safety, look for replacements if the depth is below 3mm. Tyres with less than 1mm of 
tread depth have one third the braking friction of one at the bare legal min of 1.6mm, and below 
3mm the tyres skid resistance begins to decline rapidly 
 
4.     Check all lights. While someone observes the lights around the car, switch on each light 
one-by-one: headlights, sidelights, fog lights, indicators, brake lights, reversing lights, hazard 
warning lights and number plate lights. If alone, park by a reflective surface such as a garage 
door, illuminate all lights in sequence and look for the reflections 
 
5.     Pack an emergency kit in the boot. The IAM recommends a warm coat and a high visibility 
jacket, some food and water, a good pair of boots, de-icer and scraper, a torch, a spade and a 
mobile phone with a well-charged battery. It’s also a good idea to programme your breakdown 
provider's emergency number, and your own customer reference number into your phone 
 
6.     If you take any regular, essential medications, make sure you carry enough with you, 
should you get delayed  
  
Mr Rodger continued: “A recent survey* has found that ten out of 11 rural councils still have not 
managed to complete all the necessary road repairs after last winter’s severe weather, and it is 
likely that budget cuts will make things worse. If this problem is reflected across the country, 
having a well-maintained car, with particular attention to your tyres, is going to be even more 
important.” 
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02 December 2010  

‘Give lighter evenings a chance’, says IAM  

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) calls for MPs to back the Lighter Later 
campaign ahead of the second reading of the “Lighter Later” Bill to take place tomorrow (Friday 
3 December). 
  
An IAM poll of more than 2000 respondents (from both members and non-members) found that 
most would support giving the GMT + 1 (winter) GMT + 2 (summer) system of daylight hours a 
try.  

  
Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and Research said: “The improvement this change might 
have on road safety is of primary importance. Anything that continues the downward trend in 
road deaths has got to be a good thing. Children are more likely to be out-and-about after 
school; an extra hour of daylight will make them more visible to road users. 
  
“We urge MPs to back the three-year trial of the new daylight system. With over 40 per cent 
supporting a trial of the change, and a further 23 percent opting for an immediate and 
permanent move to this new system, it is clear that there is a lot of support for the bill.” 
  
The poll showed that nearly 40 per cent thought that this change from the current GMT (winter) 
GMT + 1 (summer) system would improve quality of life by giving longer evenings and thus 
more usable leisure time. A further 16 per cent believe the change will reduce road deaths, and 
15 per cent think saving energy by reducing lighting requirements will be the main benefit.  
  
Mr Greig continued: “If the trial period proves the new daylight hours to be a disadvantage, it is 
clear that the current system should be reinstated. However with convincing evidence of the 
potential benefits, it seems only right that a possibility for better living conditions is given a 
chance to run.”  

................................................................................................... 
 
 

Chesterfield Advanced Motorists Forums Ray Parker 

Hi all, this is the link for our forums, 
 

 http://chesterfieldiam.forumup.co.uk/index.php?mfor um=chesterfieldiam   at the top of 
the page you will see Register, click on that and fill in just what is needed. You will get an e-
mail confirming your registration and you need to follow what it says. As they are now you can 
read them without registering but you won’t be able to take part. Once I see your names as 
registered I will activate your membership. 
 
The idea is to have the forums for people to take part, ask questions and post information. If 
you find interesting articles you want on the forums send them to me and I will put them on. If 
the article is in word only then you can just copy and paste. I’m hoping this takes off and it is 
not intended to take the place of our website. 
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CHESTERFIELD GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
 

ANNUAL REPORT  
2010 

 
SOCIAL REPORT 

 
Social Secretary: Susan Wheatcroft.  

 
Following a very enjoyable Christmas social in 2009, the 2010 social calendar began with a 
very snowy January evening for the AGM. The auction was postponed due to the bad weather 
conditions and decreased attendance. 
 

Mike Dickerson conducted a very successful and well attended auction on 18th February, 
raising in excess of £200, all of which was donated to Ashgate Hospice. 

 
   Damien Maye, one of our new examiners talked about his role and attracted 29 members and 
guests in March. 
 
   In April, John Mellor and his colleagues showed us slides about their supportive charitable 
work for the people of Romania and a presentation from Bob Smalley of RoSPA in May 
completed the spring social evenings. 
 
   Following the summer break, Carole Grew gave a very interesting talk on Waste 
management in September. Julie Dixon presented Time Bank UK in October and James 
Adams, the Civil Traffic Enforcement Officer from Derbyshire County Council discussed topical 
issues relating to parking throughout the county on 18th November. 
 
An additional social event was held on November 25th when Peter Rodger, the Chief Examiner 
of the IAM accepted an invitation to visit our group. Groups from Matlock, Doncaster, 
Rotherham and Mansfield were also invited. Peter was presented with a book about the 
Chesterfield Group which had been compiled by Jan Creswell, Bill Harrington and Ray Parker. 
The presentation was made by our president, Mike Dickerson. A buffet was also provided. The 
attendance was disappointing with a total of 29 members and guests present. 
 
 
Additional social events during 2010 included Waddington Air show, Inter group Challenge, 
Skid pan training, lunch at the Carnarvon, Teversall and two visits to Segway tours in Clumber 
Park. 
 
A Christmas Meal at The Carnarvon was postponed until January 2011 due to heavy snow and 
freezing conditions so the year finished as it had begun. 
 
 
Raffles were held at all the social evenings and the Inter group Challenge. 
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CHESTERFIELD ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

A.G.M. January 2011 

 

 

 

Once again I would like to say a big thank you to all the Observers who turn up each Guidance 
Sunday and Saturday.  And thanks also to the ones that do a lot of work with associates mid 
month.   
  
Thanks also to Alan, Reg and Bill for towing the van for us to wherever it was needed. Also a 
big thank you to Roger Bates who stepped in to tow when no-one else was available. 
  
This year’s figures are as above. As you can see we nearly doubled our new members this 
year. This I believe is the way we are pushing publicity, ie attending markets in town centre. 
And our website also plays a good part too. 
  
We have the same number of test passes and I think we have to work on that a bit more. We 
have more new members so why are they not test ready in the year. 
 
Late in the year we were approached by St John Ambulance to do assessments on their 
drivers. You will find a full report about this in this newsletter. This will be a long term project 
and I have to say thanks to the observers who are helping me out on this. 
 
This year we are two guidance’s short as we cancelled in January due to snow and we 
cancelled December due to snow. Seems like our winters are getting worse. 
  

 All that remains now is to announce the Observer of the year and this year it goes to          
“………….” be announced at the AGM. 

  

This concludes my report  

  

Ray Parker….Guidance Officer 

 

 

 

YEAR RUNS MM NEW PASSES 
2009 109 212 14 11 
2010 102 162 23 11 

Tests 
applied 
for 12  

12 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


