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New Members

Welcome to the following new associates: 

Richard John North,  Observer is Selwyn Gough.

Brenda Jacqueline Wilson Observer is Alan Davies

David John Scott Observer is Bob Stone

Neil Samson Observer is Roger Bates

Dominic Hartshorn Observer is Sue Wheatcroft

Joyce Hides Observer is Bill Harrington

SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920

OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ
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Some thoughts on Smoothness and Economy   

……..From the President

There are some things concerning good driving that can stand being repeated. 

In the interest of both SMOOTHNESS and ECONOMY, the best tip is to 

keep the car rolling at all times, if this is possible. If you have ever had 

occasion to push a car from a stationary position, you know how much effort 

is needed, but once it is rolling, a mere “one hand” is all that is needed to 

maintain movement.

As a first gear start is probably the most uneconomical situation for MPG, 

then a speed at which second gear is appropriate must be more wallet friendly. 

This is one of the reasons I do not enjoy loosing nearly all of my speed when 

approaching one of those roundabouts where the cross view in the preceding 

100 yards is completely taken away by that unsightly “wall” supposedly 

erected to make us have to decide to “go or not go” in the last 20 yards –

almost on the island. Forward planning is totally forfeited as NO information 

is coming our way.

Is it not far safer to approach the last 120 yards formulating a plan of 

approach and looking for the gap we can feed into, in some cases (as the R/B 

on the A61, Sheffield to Chesterfield, at Dronfield) in third gear at 35 to 40 

mph?

In other cases, backing off slightly earlier may be needed when approaching a 

hazard, to give you time and space to feed safely into the gap you have 

chosen, at a matching speed. How many times do you see drivers rushing up 

then braking hard into a stationary situation, then waiting for their gap to 

appear, now needing a first gear start, which is not as smooth or as 

economical as a “trickle” approach.

It is unfortunately not always possible to keep rolling, but by using early 

accelerator sense, use of the brakes is not as harsh, an added bonus in 

preserving the life of the pads and discs.
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Economy is therefore not only driving with a light right foot, but a mixture of 

many things including looking after your vehicle and maintaining it on a 

regular basis, keeping the bodywork and interior in as perfect condition as you 

can.

What has this got to do with economy you may ask……well, the most 

expensive element of running a vehicle is DEPRECIATION, so a good PX 

price at changeover time will be financially beneficial.

Have you ever thought how many litres of fuel could be bought for one year’s 

depreciation costs? Frightening isn’t it. 

So keep it smooth and enjoy the ride.

I was told, many years ago, and I hope it is still true, that there were two 

classes of drivers that could wear the IAM badge without taking the Test  -

class 1 police drivers and Crewe trained Rolls Royce chauffeurs  - I should 

think SMOOTHNESS has something to do with it!

Finally

     Remember…regular naps prevent old age….especially if you take one 

while driving.

       Stay safe and happy           Mike

*****************************************************************************

TEST PASS

John Robinson passed his test on No 22

nd

 with Chris Tatlow and his 

Observer was Chris Lake.   Congratulations.

*******************************************************************************
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Falling foul of these laws could not only land you in hot water with the DVLA and 

the police, it could invalidate your insurance. 

We started with a simple question: You can arrange a test up to one month 

before your current certificate ends. But can you still drive the car if it fails the 

new MOT?

Well, it depends on two things.

If your current MOT has expired

The law is quite clear: you MUST have an MOT. Without it your insurance is void 

and you’re breaking the law.   So say, for example, your MOT runs out on 30 

November and you’ve got a test booked for that same day.   If your vehicle fails 

and you need to wait a day or two to get repairs then you shouldn’t be driving the 

car. 

Although the law states that in this instance you can take the vehicle to a test 

station for an MOT test booked in advance or bring it away from a test station 

after it has failed the MOT test, to a place of repair.    But otherwise, driving 

around between test and repair is an offence. 

If your current MOT is still in date

Here’s where it gets complicated.

To encourage drivers to keep on top of vehicle maintenance, the Vehicle and 

Operator Services Agency (VOSA) allows you to arrange a new MOT test up to 

one month before your current certificate ends.   In theory, this means that if it 

MOT testing might seem cut and 

dried but there is a grey area - if you 

take your car for an early MOT and it 

fails, is your old certificate still 

valid?
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fails you’ve still got time to get quotes and get it fixed before the previous MOT 

actually expires. 

The earliest date that you can do this is printed on your existing certificate. 

However, if the vehicle does fail the new MOT, you shouldn’t be driving it. Here’s 

why.

Although you’re not breaking the law by not having an MOT (because your old 

certificate is still valid, remember) you could be prosecuted for driving a defective 

vehicle, if stopped by the police.   Whether it’s a broken lightbulb or brake failure, 

you’d be guilty of driving a car that has known faults.  So, your best bet is to get 

it fixed ASAP and not to drive it in the meantime. 

A VOSA spokesperson confirms: “Should you present your vehicle early and the 

vehicle fails the test, your original certificate still remains valid until its expiry 

date. 

"But this does not mean that you are entitled to continue to use a defective 

vehicle.   However, once the defects are repaired you can continue to use the 

vehicle until either it is retested or the original test certificate expires. 

"Remember a current test certificate does not allow continued use of a defective 

vehicle on a public road.”

What is roadworthy in the eyes of the law?

The MOT is a test of roadworthiness, so if it fails on any point it’s safe to assume 

that the vehicle is unroadworthy in the eyes of the law. 

Motoring lawyer Jeanette Miller says failing an MOT test does not automatically 

render a vehicle defective or unroadworthy.   However, should police pull you 

over and investigate further or you’re involved in an accident, there is a risk of 

prosecution under dangerous driving laws.

Jeanette says: “The fact that the vehicle has failed an MOT is probably a good 

sign that there is a material defect with the vehicle.   The most serious offence 

for which you can be charged for using a vehicle that is not roadworthy is 

dangerous driving, for which the most serious punishment is two years in prison.”
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She also warns that there is a string of offences for having a car with defective 

parts, even if they are not necessarily dangerous.

For example, driving with a defective exhaust or lights is punishable by a fine up 

to £1,000, while driving with defective brakes/steering/tyres is punishable with up 

to a £2500 fine and three penalty points.   And more importantly, a driver risks 

being convicted for using a vehicle with a known fault.

Insurance implications

Although the chances of being pulled over by the police (and them inspecting 

anything other than the condition of tyres and working order of lights) are slim, 

your insurer might come down harder should you have an accident. 

You’d have a hard time convincing an insurer to validate any claims if you had 

an accident while using a vehicle that has failed a new MOT, even if the old 

certificate is still valid.   

So, the onus here is on you to be sure the vehicle is not defective and is safe to 

be on the road.

Chris Lake

Group Observer

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Bill Harrington’s thoughts and comments will

hopefully return soon.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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NOTICE of GROUP AGM 

Notice is hereby given (Under Rule 2.2.1 section 4.12) by order of 

the Group Committee that the 37
th

 Annual General Meeting of the 

Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists is to be held Club 

Chesterfield (also called the Chester Street Miners Welfare) at the 

junction of Ashgate Road and Chester Street, Chesterfield, S40 

1DL on Thursday January 19
th

 2012, starting at 7.45pm.

The AGM is to enable the trustees of the Group (Charity number 

1017471) to present for approval the Annual Report and Accounts for 

the year 2011, and for election of the 2012 Committee.

All members and friends are invited to attend but only fully paid up 

members of the IAM and Group will be eligible for election at to vote.

Election of 2012 Committee

In accordance with our past practice, all committee members will be 

retiring and therefore all posts are open for nomination. 

Committee Posts to be elected are 

Chair / Vice Chair / Secretary / Treasurer / Membership 

Secretary / Social Secretary / Guidance Officer / Observer 

Training Officer / Public Relations Officer / Newsletter 

Distributor / Webmaster plus a number of additional 

committee members without specific portfolio.

Should you be interested in standing for any post the Secretary holds 

outline Job Descriptions for all posts, please contact him for a copy.

Nomination forms are available from the Secretary. Please submit 

nominations to the Secretary before the start of the meeting. 

Secretary, Bob Stone, 5 Clifford Close, Chesterfield S40 3PP.  

Phone: 01246-568894 

Mobile: 0770-447-1083

Email:  robjstone@aol.com.
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

WINNER OCTOBER 2011 

BOB STONE

Congratulations on an excellent shot. The image is very sharp with good 

focusing and exposure. We experimented with different crops but overall a 

good shot. Well done!

NEXT MONTH:

November’s competition on ‘Close Up’ closes on November 30th and winners 

will be announced at the caravan and in the next newsletter.

Entries will open on 4
th

December for the December competition with the 

theme of:

Light

If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and 

you will receive the password.

iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com
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Operation Targets Unsafe Drivers

Tuesday 25th October 2011

A clampdown on unsafe driving in a residential area of Chesterfield 

yesterday (Monday 24th October) caught dozens of motorists committing 

driving offences on a busy Chesterfield road.

In a joint operation Police, Road Safety officers, HM Customs and 

VOSA teamed up to target dangerous drivers and vehicles on the A61 Derby 

Road through Wingerworth.  As a result. officers issued fines and warnings to 

37 drivers - 20 for not wearing a seatbelt, 9 for using a mobile phone whilst 

driving and 8 for vehicle defects.  The countywide campaign. called 

Operation Safedrive aims to educate motorists to improve road safety across 

Derbyshire.

Safer Neighbourhoods Sergeant Sally Blaiklock said: "More than half 

of those we dealt with were stopped because they weren't wearing a seatbelt. 

It's astounding people are willing to risk their lives by not wearing one.  Our 

message is getting through - we are seeing fewer people are using mobile 

phones whilst driving or not wearing their seatbelt but we need that figure to 

be zero."

During a similar action day held at the same location last year more 

than 45 people were fined or warned for failing to wear a seatbelt" and 16 for 

using their mobile while driving.

To find out more about your local Safer Neighbourhood team call 101 

- the new non-emergency number – or visit the website: 

www.derbyshlre.police.uk. 

Chris Lake
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Editors’ Comment

On reading the newspaper recently, it stated a proposal that drivers in the 

young age group i.e. 17 – 25, should have a curfew of 11 p.m. – 4 a.m.   The 

idea is that this would stop young drivers from going out in their cars, drinking 

and then driving home again.  But my thought is while this is just one idea of 

how to stop combining alcohol with getting into a car and driving, how on 

earth would this be ‘policed’ or ‘supervised’ ?   And what about the fact that 

some do actually drink alcohol at home before going out,  because alcohol in 

pubs or clubs is more expensive than drinking at home?   Is every home to 

have CCTV installed so ‘Big Brother’ can be watching you?   The idea is as 

difficult to enforce as the law against the use of mobile phones when driving.   

I do not of course agree that they should be used whilst driving, but it is a 

very difficult law to police.  I lose count of how many times a day I see people 

driving whilst on the phone, even recently in Brampton a driver of the 

recycling collection truck was on the phone whilst driving! Much as I 

sometimes enjoy watching Top Gear, I do feel it and other motor 

programmes which condone the use of speed encourages such, and that’s 

not to say that I think all people in the 17-25 age group are stupid, rather that 

they are sometimes easily influenced, whether it be by the TV, or peer 

pressure.

With the up-coming festive season, let’s hope nobody we know ends up like 

this.

(Photos above taken at the Saatchi Gallery, London)

N.B: Views expressed in this article are purely those of the Editor and not the 

opinions of the IAM
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –

PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’.

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that 

other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 

arrange a drive at any suitable time.

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 

not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend.

WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS

**********PLEASE NOTE  - NO STAURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER **********

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Chesterfield Group ALP-ALP Means Associate Liaison Person.

ALP is a new position for our group, which is designed to be a safe and confidential 

link between associates and the group committee. 

The ALP will be there for any associate or member to air their views or grievances to. 

If you have a problem with your observer or the time of day of your runs you now 

have someone to talk to. In fact you can talk about any problems that you have and 

you can be assured that the conversation will be kept confidential. 

This position is held by Jan who can be contacted on guidance days or by text; e-

mail or phone so that the difficulties can be ironed out. No matter how small a 

problem, just get in touch.

Jan…Tel 07895 038538               E-mail jaygee.176@gmail.com

A note from the Editor .

Since I was ‘volunteered’ for the job of Editor there have been enough 

articles to produce a reasonably sized newsletter each month, so thank you 

to all who have contributed.  However, it does tend to be a few stalwarts who 

provide the articles, and it would be great to see more of you putting pen to 

paper,  (or tapping out on the keyboard more likely), even if it is only half a 

page, sharing your thoughts on anything motor-related. Thank You!                                          

(ymstone@aol.com)
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STRESS  CAN  HIT  MALE  VAN  DRIVERS HARD

 Male van drivers suffer a significant and unhealthy increase in 

physiological stress when driving in traffic, according to new research from 

telematics provider TomTom. Independent tests, which measured 

physiological stress markers in participants’ saliva, revealed that women 

suffered an 8.7%  increase in stress from driving in traffic, while men 

suffered an increase of 60%.

 More worrying, in the same tests, 67% of women and 50% of men 

reported not feeling stressed 20 minutes after driving in traffic, when 

physiologically they actually were. The research suggested that the effects 

of long-term exposure to stress chemicals include suppressed immune 

function, raised blood pressure and elevated blood sugar levels.  Men, in 

particular, show a strong acute physiological “fight or flight” response. The 

fact that they are not always aware of this could indicate that driving 

regularly in dense traffic could have a profound effect on their health.

 Congestion is said to cost the UK economy £8bn a year so this research 

strengthens the case for making every effort to reduce what is a growing 

problem. Commercial motor industry fleets can play a big part in 

improving routing for drivers and this experience can only cascade on to 

the private driver. By improving the journey routing it can reduce the 

drivers average journey times by up to 15% and road traffic congestion for 

everyone by 5%. 

 There is a range of noticeable symptoms, although drivers may be 

oblivious to the effects. Physical symptoms include dizziness, 

breathlessness, muscular aches and even chest pains, while behavioural 

symptoms include agitation and erratic driving. A recent global driving 

survey of 10,000 drivers carried out for TomTom revealed that 72% of 

people aged 18 to 64 drive on a daily basis.

Alan  Morgan

 Public  Relations  Officer
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A personal history of cars, from the Editor

My first ever car was a black Austin A30, which I bought when I was 18, but 

unfortunately I can’t remember how much it cost me.   What I do remember is 

that it had a little dial on the dashboard which I had to manually turn to 

operate the indicators, which popped out at the side of the car.    When I was

thinking of buying it, I telephoned my brother who was a mechanic and asked 

what he thought.  “As long as it hasn’t got blue smoke coming out of the 

exhaust it will probably be ok”, he said.   And it was OK, for a while, and got 

me out and about with friends and to work, and even down to the south 

coast, but I decided after a couple of years that I needed something a bit 

more streamlined!   So, I invested in a blue Ford Anglia, (I think it was a 105e 

as in the Harry Potter films.  I should have held on to it, it could be worth a 

fortune now).  Now, this car had the indicator stick coming off the steering 

wheel – what luxury!   I sold it for £11 when I just couldn’t afford to have work 

done on it, and it was I believe used in stock car races.    The reason I

couldn’t afford to have work done was that Bob and I had got engaged and 

we were saving for our first home.

When Bob and I first got married, we just had the Honda motorcycle. 

We would go down to the supermarket on a Friday evening after work and I 

would have to sit and hold the bags riding pillion.   After 6 months, we bought 

a blue Ford Cortina, which was quite a nice little job.  After that came a 

disastrous Austin All Agro – otherwise known as the Allegro.  It was dire, and 

we had to change the bearings on numerous occasions. What a job that was.   

With the arrival of a baby in 1981, we decided we needed a more reliable car 

and more space for all the baby paraphernalia so we bought a very nice 

Mazda Estate, highly practical and very reliable even if aesthetically a little on 

the boring side.  We held on to it until we moved up to Chesterfield in 1988 

when we traded it in for a really lovely silver Citroen BX19 Gti.  We also 

decided that now we were living somewhere more ‘rural’ we needed two 

cars, so I purchased a black Citroen AX19, replaced several years later by a 

red Mazda 323 SE Executive Fastback complete with pop-up headlights 

which kids loved.  I think that has been my most favourite car so far.  It was 

stolen from our drive in Walton whilst we were on holiday in 1996, and was 

used in a burglary and had extensive damage to it where the Police had 

chased it across rough land in Yorkshire!   I got it back eventually, and a 

good job had been done on repairs and so on, but now was the time the boys 

were starting to learn to drive so I decided to sell it as insurance cover for 

them was not going to be cheap and I bought a dinky little silver Fiat 

Seicento, which could turn on a sixpence. 
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I held on to that for a while, but then we adopted a dog and I got fed up with 

dog hairs on the back seat, so I wanted a car with a big enough boot that the 

dog could sit in.     

Meanwhile Bob had changed his car like other people change their socks.  

He had a green Citroen XM, a green Alfa Romeo, a really boring white 

Toyota Carina (which didn’t last long, because it was so bland to drive and 

look at, you could never find it in Sainsbury’s car park),  a black Citroen ZX 

(can’t remember the model)  and of course now a Honda Accord which he 

has had since 2004.

As for me, well I am hanging on to my Fiat Punto automatic probably until it is 

no longer worth having repaired if things go wrong.    My next car, if Bob wins 

a huge amount on the lottery,  will be a Morgan or a classic Mercedes!

****************************************************************************************

Publication date for January newsletter will be 

16 December,   to take account of 

Christmas/New Year break. 

Articles to be with Editor by 14
th

 December 

please).
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CHRISTMAS EVENING MEAL

Wednesday 4

th

 January 2012

7pm for 7-30pm

The Carnarvon, Teversal, NG17 3JA

3 Courses and coffee £19.95.

Please contact Sue for details. 

Tel. 01246 274785 or email dw.sw274@btinternet.com

THURSDAY 15
th

 DECEMBER  2011

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING at CLUB CHESTERFIELD

 7-30pm – 9pm

Come along and get into the Christmas spirit.

  Fun, food and laughter!

Raffle tickets will be on sale as usual proceeds towards group funds.
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Yuletide Capers - Puzzle Page  – Vehicle related crossword

Answers next month, so that you can’t cheat!

A tip – some answers are the American equivalent, 

i.e. to start you off, 8 down is ‘Trunk’, not boot!
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Across

1. a decorative and protective metal plate put on a wheel's hub

3. a thick wire that transfers electricity from a live car battery to help start a dead one

5. a machine that creates power, such as the engine in a car

8. outer covering of a vehicle's wheel where air is put

10. a storage container for electricity

11. a set of metal pipes with hot steam running through them, used to heat rooms and 

hallways

14. a substance, such as coal, oil, or gasoline, that when burned releases heat to

 provide energy and power

17. automobile, a four-wheel passenger vehicle

19. a machine that produces warmth

21. petroleum

22. a small box in front of the passenger's seat in a car that holds small items and 

has a door that opens and closes

23. a cloth covering for the head and neck (as part of a robe, coat, or jacket)

24. a gauge on a vehicle that shows a driver how fast he or she is going

27. a handle used to change from one gear to another

28. a light that goes on and off as a warning, such as a directional signal on a car

29. a machine that produces force and motion

31. a place that sells petrol and repairs vehicles

32. you get a full one when you pass your driving test.

Down

1. a device that gives a warning sound

2. a liquid used in engine radiators to lower their freezing point

4. a bar on the back or front of a vehicle to protect it

6. a car with two or four doors and a trunk

7. a device for shifting gears

8. the storage space in the back of a car

9. a thin rubber blade on a metal rod that clears a vehicle's windshield of rain, 

snow, and dirt

12. a blower system used to clear mist, frost, or ice from windows of a car or 

other vehicle

13. a device that lowers sound as in a motor's exhaust system

15. an object for measuring size, fuel, pressure, etc

16. a long, thin piece of material that holds a person in a car seat for safety

18. the assembly that changes the gears of an engine

20. a four-wheeled motor vehicle used to transport people from place to place

25. a rod, wire, dish, etc., used to receive or send electronic signals

26. a soft, flat piece of material placed between two surfaces (usu. metal), 

so that liquids and gases cannot come out

27. one of several speeds in a vehicle

30. American word for petrol



20

WHATS ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

.

November 2011

• November 29
th

 Tuesday, Festive Lunch, The Bowshaw,Dronfield

• November 29
th

– Committee Meeting, Chesterfield Library Café, 

      7.30 pm

December 2011

• Sunday Guidance 4th December 9.30am Sainsbury’s Car Park

• NO SATURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER

• December 15
th

   Christmas Social Chester Street Club, 7.30 

pm       

• December 20
th

– Committee Meeting, Chesterfield Library Café, 

      7.30 p.m

January 2012

• Wednesday 4 January, Christmas Evening Meal, Teversal

(see advert for details)

• Thursday 19 January – A.G.M.   Chester Street Club


