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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CONTACTS 
 

PRESIDENT SELWYN GOUGH 01773 874638 

CHAIRMAN DOMINIC BOOTH 0782 1464483 

HON. SECRETARY BOB STONE 01246 568894 

TREASURER JEFF SNAPE 01246 567058 

 
WEBMASTER 

 
DOMINIC BOOTH 

 
0782 1464483 

 
GUIDANCE OFFICER 

 
ROGER BATES 

 
01246 276629 

OBSERVER TRAINING 
OFFICER 

 
RAY PARKER 

 
01246 206959 

SOCIAL SECRETARY  
SIL KINDER 

 
01246 557979 

MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 

MAYNARD STEPHENS 01246 235074 

ASSOCIATE LIAISON 
PERSON (ALP) 

 
PAUL DALY 

 
07984 722777 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS WITHOUT  

JOHN NORTH 
TONY POPE 

 

E-Mail Contacts 

HON.SECRETARY robjstone@aol.com 

GUIDANCE OFFICER  rogsbates@hotmail.co.uk 

GROUP iamchesterfield@gmail.com 

EDITOR ymstone@aol.com 

                                                                    

DATA PROTECTION ACT  
PLEASE NOTE - Details that members have supplied to the group are held a 
database for Groups use. If you object to your details being held this way, please 
inform the Secretary in writing. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 

 
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 

SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 
 

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that 
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 

anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 
arrange a drive at any suitable time. 

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 

 
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

NEWSLETTER: 
 
Deadline for articles for the December newsletter will be Sunday 26 
November.  PLEASE email anything for inclusion to my email address which is 
in the list of contacts, and not to Bob! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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Getting  Tyred 
 
Just recently doing my usual tyre pressure check I realised that the 
front near side  tyre was  losing pressure.   So off I went to the Tyre 
Shop to get their opinion,  where I was told that I had a slow puncture 
and the tyre should be replaced.  No problem,  just fit my spare tyre as 
it has never been used.   Not quite so simple, as on inspection, the 
date of manufacture on the tyre showed it  was over 5 years old and 
they would not recommend fitting this tyre.  Whoops, now I have a 
brand new tyre and it is past its sell by date according to its Date of 
Manufacture (DOM)..  
 
The four-digit tyre age code is usually located in a window on the tyre 
sidewall. The first two digits of the code represent the week of 
production during the year (from 1 to 52) while the second two digits 
represent the year of manufacture.   If your tyres are printed with only 
a 3-digit number, it means your tyres were manufactured before 2000 
and should be replaced asap. There is no definitive tyre age limit as to 
when you should replace your tyres but if your tyres are older than 5 
years old, you should keep a close eye on their condition and consider 
replacing them.   Therefore, if the tyre is not used frequently or is 
stored away ineffectively, they will age more quickly rendering them 
unroadworthy when returned to use.  Low 
mileage, older cars tend to be most at risk 
from premature ageing - as drivers assume 
the tyres are still in good condition if they 
have plenty of tread. 
 
However it is recommended that a tyre, which is 10years old, should 
be changed regardless of how many miles it has done. Yes you may 
be thinking I only drive a few miles a week and my tyres are in tip top 
condition with 8mm of tread they still brand new so should be OK. 
Unfortunately tyres are not made to last for ever and because you 
don’t drive your car much the tyres will have deteriorated. So in simple 
terms if your tyres are older than 10 years they must be changed, if its 
5 years since the manufacture date then you should inspect them to 
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see signs of damage.  The damage signs would be cracking on the 
sidewall and the tread itself, as the rubber component may have 
hardened and cracked. 
 
Premature tyre ageing can affect safety and increase the risk of tyre 
failure. For this reason, KwikFit urges drivers with tyres that are six 
years old or more to have them checked professionally to ensure they 
are still safe for use. Remember to check additional tyres such as 
spare wheels or those fitted to caravans and trailers as these tyres 
typically see less use and will be more susceptible to tyre ageing. 
After all that, going in for one tyre, I came away with a new front pair 
and a new spare one. 
 
Thanks to KwikFit for help and advice. 

                         Selwyn 

 
Ray and Bob were having a discussion about what they would take if 
they were marooned in a dessert.    Ray suggested that a good Sun 
Hat would come in handy, while Bob, ever practical, said that he would 
take a car door.  Why’s that answered Ray?  To which Bob replied 

“that if it was too hot, they could always wind the window down”.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

       CAN YOU HELP? 

 
Due to ill health the person who normally audits our accounts at the year-
end is no longer able to continue. Therefore we are looking for someone to 
audit our accounts at least for this year and possibly ongoing.   The task is 
not too onerous, just checking that all transactions are accounted for. 
 
If you are interested or would like further information, please contact Jeff 
Snape on 07885 746371.      Jeff Snape, Treasurer. 
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NOTICE of GROUP AGM  
 
Notice is hereby given by order of the Group Committee that the 42nd Annual 
General Meeting of the Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists is to be held at 
St Thomas’s Church, Chatsworth Road, Brampton, Chesterfield on Thursday 
January 18th 2018 starting at 7.45pm. 
 
The AGM is to enable the trustees of the Group (Charity number 1017471) to 
present for approval the Annual Report and Accounts for the year 2017, and for 
election of the 2018 Committee. 
 
All members and friends are invited to attend but only fully paid up members of the 
IAM and Group will be eligible to vote. 
 
Election of 2018 Committee 

 
In accordance with our past practice, all committee members will be retiring and 
therefore all posts are open for nomination.  
 
Committee Posts to be elected are ; 

 

Chair / Vice Chair / Secretary / Treasurer / Membership Secretary / Social 
Secretary / Guidance Officer / Observer Training Officer / Public Relations 
Officer / Associate Liaison Officer / Webmaster,  plus additional committee 
members without portfolio. 

Should you be interested in standing for any post the Secretary holds outline Job 
Descriptions for all posts, please contact him for a copy. 
 
Nomination forms are available from the Secretary. Please submit nominations to 
the Secretary before the start of the meeting.  
 
Secretary, Bob Stone, 5 Clifford Close, Chesterfield S40 3PP.   
01246-568894,  0770-447-1083 – email:  Robjstone@aol.com 

 

mailto:Robjstone@aol.com
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OCTOBER LUNCH 

The October lunch was held at The Six Halts, Clay Cross. 10 of us went and 
we all enjoyed our food. Sil and Yvonne were tempted by the desserts, as 
was Jeff : 

          

 

November Lunch is at Arrow Farm Shop, Steetley,  

Worksop S80 3DZ. Wednesday 8 November, at 1.00 p.m. 
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 Christmas Festivities     

Dates for your diaries - come and celebrate the season: 

Christmas Lunch – Wednesday 6th December 

This is to be held at the Young Vanish, The Hill, Glapwell S44 5NB. 

They have a website if you wish to look at the menu: –  

www.crowncarveries.co.uk.   
There is a carvery as well as the usual ‘Pub Classics’. 

 
As it is the Christmas season, a £5 deposit per person will be required by 1 

December.   Please let Kathy Beninati know if you will be attending a.s.a.p. so that 
she can give numbers to the pub. (caiobaby444@aol.co.uk) Thanks to Kathy and 

Paul for organising. 

 
Christmas Social – Thursday 14th December 7.30 pm 

 
A bit of a change this year as we will be meeting in the Café at St Thomas’s and the 

café will be providing a Pie and Pea Supper and tea/coffee. There is also a licenced 

bar.  Again because of needing firm numbers, a deposit will be required.  The cost is 
£7.50 for the pie and peas and tea or coffee.  

Usual quizzes, raffle etc.   Names and deposit to Sil Kinder please, by 30 
November. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Matlock IAM have kindly invited us to attend any of their social nights at 
the Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale.   Please see future dates for these on the 
back page.  They are a friendly group who frequently support our events.  
 

 
Congratulations to Chris Knowles who passed his test on 
13th October.    His Observer was Bob Stone. 

 

http://www.crowncarveries.co.uk/
mailto:caiobaby444@aol.co.uk
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Advice on VAG group DSG gearboxes 
For many years now our advice in relation to ‘automatic’ gearboxes has  
remained the same when waiting at traffic lights – it has always been  
‘apply the handbrake and keep drive engaged.’ This was regarded as  
best practice on a generation of gearboxes where more wear was caused  
during the gear selection than would be caused by allowing the torque  
converter to idle with mild load on it. 
 
Things have moved on in the area of automatic gear selection and some  
systems we regard as ‘automatic’ are actually more akin to a manual gearbox  
with assisted selection. We have recently had some communication regarding  
the issue of what to do during a prolonged stop with the DSG or S Tronic boxes  
as fitted to VAG group cars (VW, Audi, SEAT, Skoda). Conventional advice may  
well result in premature clutch wear (the engaged gear system will be slipping  
a clutch to prevent movement) and the advice given by VW is to apply the  
handbrake and select neutral if stationary for some time. This is to minimise  
wear to the system.  
 
The activation of stop start systems is also different from manufacturer to  
manufacturer and what will allow the operation in a BMW may not work in a  
Toyota. To promote safe effective operation of not only the ever developing  
gearboxes, but also the environmental aids it is essential that an associate reads  
the vehicle and gets information with regards best practice for their particular  
vehicle specification. 
 
It is not possible to offer a one size fits all piece of advice, it is as likely to vary  
from model to model and definitely will be different when you change  
manufacturer. If after reading the manual an associate is still unsure I would  
point them in the direction of the manufacturer’s forums which have in depth  
discussions on such points readily available. Failing that I am happy to try and  
help with individual cases via e-mail if the answer appears unavailable elsewhere.  

            Article By Richard Gladman, Head of Driving Standards, IAM 
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Not All Cars Are The Same   
I read with a lot of interest an article in the recent ‘INFORM’ (No 163), the weekly  
news email issued by IAM to Group management.  At last there is a recognition that  
not all cars operate in the same manner. I totally agree with the final sentiment  
that one size does not fit all and drivers should know and understand their 
vehicles. 
 
It reminds me one of our Examiner evenings when Stop/Start technology was 
mentioned and the fact that with an automatic gearbox you have to keep your foot 
on the brake pedal for it to activate. Releasing the brake restarts the engine. This is 
therefore something contrary to our normal style of Brake, Neutral, Relax when 
stationary for a period of time. Most of the time this is not a problem but at night 
can ruin the night vision of the driver behind. So it becomes a balance between 
cancelling Stop/Start or blinding following drivers.  I doubt that most drivers even 
consider this but and advanced Drivers we should. 
 
The article also reminded me of when I was undertaking my ‘assessed drive’ for the 
IMI National. When stationary for a period I would apply the handbrake and engage 
neutral. I was aware (from peripheral vision) that the examiner was watching me do 
this and making a note. So I raised the topic with him and was told that advice was 
to leave the vehicle in gear and simply apply the handbrake. I explained that though 
this was normal advice I knew that the characteristics of my car made this 
inappropriate.  Simply using the handbrake did hold the car, but there was continual 
‘hunting’ with a feel that the car was rocking as brake and gearbox competed for 
dominance. I then demonstrated this at the next opportunity. This is not a problem 
with the car, regular servicing confirmed all was fine, but a characteristic of the 
gearbox. 

Bob Stone 

 WHAT’S WRONG? 
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THU 16TH
 NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM 

CHESTERFIELD GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 
AND 

CHESTERFIELD CANAL TRUST 
 

CHESTERFIELD CANAL 

A TALK BY JOHN LOWER (CANAL TRUST). 
 

OPEN TO ALL, FREE OF CHARGE. 
ST THOMAS’ CHURCH CENTRE, CHATSWORTH RD 
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE (£1.50 INC RAFFLE TICKET) 

 
TEL 01246 568894 

E: SECRETARY@CHESTERFIELD-IAM-.ORG.UK. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicyeaC-IbXAhWFOhQKHa9NAdMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.madeinderbyshire.org/members/chesterfield-canal-trust-chesterfield-derbyshire&psig=AOvVaw2foZ0omMyCLaGOM7-bI7By&ust=1508854728500092
mailto:secretary@chesterfield-iam-.org.uk
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   NOVEMBER 2017 

 

 
Sunday 5th 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsburys Car Park, 9.30 
a.m. 

 
Saturday 11th 

 
Guidance 

 
Sainsburys car Park 
9.30 am 

 
Wednesday 8th 

 
Lunch -  1p.m. 

 
Arrow Farm Shop and Café, 
Steetley Worksop S80 3DZ 

 
Thursday 16th 

 
Social – John Lower from 
Chesterfield Canal Trust,  

 
St Thomas’ Centre, 
Chatsworth Road, 7.30 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 28th  

 
Committee Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library Café, 
7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Other Dates –  
Tuesday 7 November – Matlock IAM, Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale – 7.30 p.m. – 
Dealing with HGV’s 
Wednesday 6 December – Matlock IAM,  Whitworth Centre, Gordon May talking 
about his overland trip to Vietnam by motorcycle. 
 
Future Dates:  - December 
Sunday 3 December – Guidance 
NO SATURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER 
Wednesday 6

th
 December – Christmas Lunch at the Young Vanish 

Thursday 14
th
 December – December Social – Pie and Peas & quizzes etc at St 

Thomas’ Centre, 7.30 p.m. 
NO COMMITTEE MEETING IN DECEMBER 

 
 

What’s wrong?  -  The Police car sign should be blue. 


