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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – 
 

PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the 
SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’. 

 
If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so that 

other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at 
anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to 

arrange a drive at any suitable time. 
It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if 

not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend. 
 
 
 
 

WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 
ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 
 

 

SELF DRIVE HIRE 

SERPENT MOTORS 
 

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS 

01246 279920 
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON, 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ 
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Welcome to new member Charlotte Fraser.  

Her Observer is Roger Bates. 

 

 

 
 
 

VERONICA BRADLEY PASSED HER TEST ON 12 OCTOBER. 

HER OBSERVER WAS SUE WHEATCROFT. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DECEMBER MAGAZINE 

 
Any articles for the December magazine to be 

with me by Thursday 22 November please. 
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A few bits and pieces this month ……    from the President 

 

Using the” in” phrase of the moment..an eclectic mix of observations this 

month gleaned from various Motoring magazines…… Half the lightweight 

and super strong aluminium used in the new Range Rover is recycled from 

nearly 29,000 drink cans. Also materials from 6,500 recycled plastic bottles 

are used to make components. Some 85% of this new Range Rover’s parts 

can be recycled themselves. 

 

Britain’s motorists fork out £8BILLION on parking fees each year, according 

to a new survey. The most expensive car park is in Kensington where it costs 

£36 for three hours! 

 

The Ford Motor Company has just passed the 350 million cars built. It was a 

Focus built in Thailand.  Honda is ploughing £267 million into expanding its 

Swindon plant to make 250,000 cars a year by 2015. (About 180,000 will be 

produced this year).  JLR spent £1 billion on the designing, engineering and 

production investment for the new Range Rover Mk4. The factory alone cost 

£370 million. 

 

In 1965 the first Ford Transit panel van was built, selling at £545! Top speed 

77 mph and between 11 and 23 mpg. Its new big bother/sister sells today at 

£21,366, top speed 94.2 (I’m not sure that is correct – try the M1 any time!) 

and returning 45.5 mpg. 

 

It is an offence which carries a fine of 850 euros to have Sat Nav in France 

which has a camera detector installed even if it is not switched on! YOU 

HAVE BEEN WARNED!  

 

A real “of the moment” letter from a C.A.Peters of Dover caught my eye in a 

daily newspaper this week ….I quote “Is there a  no-win, no-fee solicitor 

prepared to take on an anti-harassment case against solicitors who keep 

making unsolicited phone calls offering no-win no-fee PPI claims, despite our 

being registered not to get such calls?”     Quite so! 
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Ashgate Hospice donation update, another £14 this month. Running total now 

£1844 – not much further to my target of £2,000. 

And finally, if you are looking for the ultimate Christmas present for some 

motoring enthusiast, the 1903 registration plate “ X 1 “ is up for auction – 

estimate… up to £1,000,000!!!! 

 

Stay safe and happy                               Mike 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

JOKE CORNER 

 
A man decides to treat himself to a brand new car.  But after a few days of running 
to and from  the shops, and getting braver, he decides to go further and decides to 
go visiting relations for an evening meal. But he finds a problem and the car which 
will not move no matter how much he revs it. 
  
Next day he telephones the garage and explains the problem. The young lady asks 
his to describe exactly what he has been doing, step by step. He then hears her 
trying to stifle a laugh. “What’s the matter?” he asks.  
  
“Sir,” she explains carefully, “D is for Drive and N for Neutral, not Day and Night” 
 

 

THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2012 
 7-30pm – 9-30pm 

CLUB CHESTERFIELD 
 

BARBARA SHILLAKER 
 

Barbara who is a marshal at motor sports has now ventured into motor 
racing and she will be bringing us up to date with her new experiences. 

 
Please come along to what promises to be a very interesting evening. 

Everyone welcome. 
 

Raffle tickets will be on sale, proceeds towards group funds. 
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Thoughts, Reports and Retorts. 

                                                                                     From the Chairman.    
 

 As I write this article we have just entered the Silly Season. It started 
precisely 12 hours ago as the clocks went back although the full effects will 
not really be apparent until the working week starts on Monday when many 
drivers will for the first time in six months be driving in the dark on their 
homeward run from a hard days work. We all knew it was coming, but how 
many have prepared for the event and checked their lighting systems? Are all 
the lights working, and that includes the rear lights, brake lights, reversing 
lights, indicators and fog lights both front and rear. I hope we don’t need to 
use the latter too often since such conditions which warrant their use do not 
add a lot to the joys of motoring from the safety aspect – remember the 
multiple pile ups on the motorways of a relatively few years ago, and these 
were pre-warned both verbally on the radio and visibly by illuminated signage 
of impending fog and respective advisory speed restrictions due to limited 
visibility.  

 
Why were the incidents happening? Because the warnings were not 

heeded and like lemmings we all followed too closely behind the leading 
vehicles, at too great a speed which meant we were unable to stop safely in 
the distance we could see to be clear. Getting back to the lighting problems, I 
recently experienced an incident when returning home late at night when a 
gentleman, and I use the term very generously, came up behind me on a well 
lit road with both head lights on full beam and barely six feet from my rear 
and insisted in following me for a good Half mile without attempting an 
overtake or dipping his lights, my car interior was flood lit and I lost most of 
my night vision due to his stupidity, but why? He did eventually overtake at 
great speed in excess of the limit and went through a red stop light at road 
works. I relate this as an example of what to expect at this Silly Season when 
lighting becomes an issue. In the above case it was headlight dazzle but 
remember that Stoplight dazzle can also be a problem particularly in standing 
traffic or at traffic lights etc. so have consideration for other road users. 
 
 Are your own lights in good order? Check them against the garage 
door or a suitable wall and have someone check the rear lights for you, both 
rear, brake and fog lights and particularly the reversing lights for your own 
safety and convenience. As a boy during the war years I watched the 
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searchlights probing the sky, now I watch for car, and motorcycle, headlights 
doing the same thing and I am nowhere near as impressed with those as I 
was with the searchlights. Such lights do occasionally become misaligned 
through various circumstances so make sure yours comply with the lighting 
regulations for both full beam and dipped positions. It is quite surprising how 
many lights have to be corrected when subjected to the MOT test as 
incorrectly adjusted constitutes an offence. One warning on that is if you 
have a dashboard control to raise or lower the beam to compensate for a 
heavily loaded vehicle or when towing a caravan or trailer, make sure it is in 
the correct position for the conditions applicable. 
 
 On a different subject, last month saw the IAM National Conference 
which Jan and Ray attended and elsewhere a report on the event is 
published. It has not yet been discussed at committee level so any resultant 
comments and actions will be reported in the December issue of the 
magazine. In the meantime I wish you all safe and happy driving in the dark 
and treacherous winter conditions which the forecasters are predicting, so 
please ensure your vehicles are equally well prepared as well as yourselves 
as the drivers. 
                                                                                            
Bill Harrington.       

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This Council obviously had paint to use up ……………….. 
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Geocaching & Driving 
 

The main thing I enjoy in life is driving, but it has to have a point to it, I can’t 

just go out for a drive for the sake of it, it must have a purpose, I have to go 

somewhere to do something.  A while ago when I was surfing the web for 

things to do I came across Geocaching and thought it fitted in with my driving 

interests perfectly.  I particularly enjoy planning a route for a journey I would 

already be travelling by lacing it with Geocaching. 

 

Geocaching is basically a huge outdoor treasure hunting game where you use 

a GPS-enabled device to get to a set place then try to find the Geocache that is 

hidden at that location.  The GPS device I use is my iPhone 5 which is great 

for Geocaching. 

 

The Geocache container could be anything from a ‘nano’ (pictured) to, well, 

anything!  Upon finding the Geocache container inside should be a ‘log’ 

which you need to sign and then put back exactly where and 

how you found it.  Within the game of Geocaching there are 

items called ‘Travel Bugs’ which you take with you and drop 

off in another cache for someone else to move on.  Some 

Travel Bugs have been around the world a few times! 

 

Whenever I plan to go somewhere I’ll plan in some Geocaches in along the 

route, for example when coming home from Goole I planned a route using no 

motorways whatsoever and looked for 30 Geocaches; it took me 8 hours to 

get home!!  When driving from Geocache to Geocache it really makes you 

read the road and the signs to see where you need to go.  One of the most 

memorable roads was a very narrow county lane for about 2 to 3 miles at no 

more than 25mph!  The other thing about incorporating driving with 

Geocaching is finding somewhere to park at some of them; many of our finds 

have been on narrow country lanes with the only parking being in the entrance 

to a farmer’s field! 

 

I found my first Geocache with my girlfriend Rosie whilst out cycling in a 

wood local to me on the 13
th

 April, since then we have found 52 to date and 

want to find many more!  Have a go, sign up to www.geocaching.com and see 

where your nearest ones are, as Jan and Ray know, there are plenty around, 
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even in your local supermarket car park!   

 

To finish, at this moment in time there are 1,899,243 Geocaches around the 

world!  Below are quick maps of Geocaches dotted around Chesterfield and 

the surrounding area.  If anyone has any questions or wants to know more 

about Geocaching then send an email to me at dominicbooth@hotmail.co.uk 

with your question and I’ll include it in another article next month.  

 

Dom 
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FESTIVE LUNCH          

 
DRONFIELD TOBY CARVERY (THE BOWSHAW) 

 
Monday 10

th
 December 2012 at 12noon for 12-30pm. 

 
A Festive Fayre 3 course carvery with a choice of starters and deserts 

 £10-99 per person.  
A Premium Festive Fayre  also available at £13. 49. 

Both have a vegetarian option if required. 
 

 £5 deposit p.p. is required prior to booking. 
Please give your name and deposit to Sue by 17

th
 November. 

Tel. 01246 274785 or email dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS EVENING MEAL 

 

 
Thursday 3rd January 2013 

7pm for 7-30pm 
The Carnarvon, Teversal, NG17 3JA 

 
3 Courses £19-95. 

Deposits of £5 p.p. and menu choices required by  
Saturday 24th November ’12. 

 
Please contact Sue for details.  

Tel. 01246 274785 or email dw.sw274@btinternet.com  
 

 

mailto:dw.sw274@btinternet.com
mailto:dw.sw274@btinternet.com
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING                      
 

I suspect that like me most of you are now starting to think about Christmas 
and the daunting task of purchasing presents. 
You may also be considering making some of these purchases over the 
internet. Well why not consider helping Chesterfield Group of Advanced 
Motorists raise funds at the same time by logging onto:- 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam 

 

So how does it work?  
You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, but if you sign up to 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam for free and 
use the links on the easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a 
percentage of whatever you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to 
yourself.  

 
How much can you raise? 
Spend £100 with M&S online or Amazon and you raise £2.50 for us. £100 
with WH Smith puts £2.00 in our pocket and so on. There are over 2,000 
retailers on their site, and some of the donations can be as much as 15% of 
your purchase. 
 
Some retailers will give away money for nothing, by agreeing to have a 
brochure or agree to join up with Blockbuster and receive a free DVD rental 
for 2 weeks the group will receive £6.25.  

 

Save money too! 
easyfundraising is FREE to use plus you'll get access to hundreds of 
exclusive discounts and voucher codes, so not only will you be helping us, 
you’ll be saving money yourself. 

 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam


 13 

 

So sign up at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam 
and start making a difference...simply by shopping. 
 

Raise Money As You Search! 
Are you one of the 6.4m people that use a search engine every day? Did you 
know you can raise money for Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists 
while you search? 

http://chesterfieldiam.easysearch.org.uk combines the results of several 
search engines such as Yahoo!, Bing and Ask to ensure you can always find 
what you’re looking for. But the fantastic thing is that EVERY TIME you 
search, half a penny is raised for Chesterfield Group of Advanced 
Motorists. Search just 15 times a day and you can raise around £25 a year 
for us. 

So the next time you need to find something online, please use 
http://chesterfieldiam.easysearch.org.uk and raise money for 
Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists with every search you make. 

Your friends and family can also use our unique web address’s helping to 
raise even more funds for the group. 

So remember to make purchases online the web address is:- 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam 

To search the web the web address is:- 

http://chesterfieldiam.easysearch.org.uk 

If you require any further information please contact myself on 07885 746371 

Thanks in anticipation 

Jeff Snape 
Treasurer  
Chesterfield Advanced Motorists 
 
 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chesterfieldiam
http://chesterfieldiam.easysearch.org.uk/
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JUDITH MARY RESTAURANT BOAT 
Whaley Bridge (Post code SK23 7LS) 

 
Wednesday 21st November 2012.   

12 noon Sail. 
 

Christmas lunch and a relaxing 2hr 30min. cruise along the Upper Peak 
Forest canal. 

 
Home made pea, ham and vegetable soup. 

Roast turkey with seasoning, creamed potatoes, roast potatoes, stuffing, pigs 
in blankets, carrots, peas and sprouts. 

Home made sherry trifle 
Mince pies and cream 

Coffee and after dinner mints 
 

 
 

Price inclusive of lunch and cruise £22-50. 
 

(Car sharing to be organised and departure time 10-15 am approx.) 
 

Please give your names to Sue. 
Tel:- 01246 274785 

E mail: - dw.sw274@btinternet.com 

 

Closing date:-Friday 16th November 2012. 
 

 

 

 

Tel:-
mailto:dw.sw274@btinternet.com
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What car……What car ………. what car ………???????? 
 
Oh the joys of looking to change cars! 
 
It’s all very well if you know exactly what you want, but if you don’t (like I 
don’t), you can spend hours tramping around car showrooms and looking on 
the internet for ideas.   I DO know that I want one that’s newer than mine  
(of course), economical, small and an automatic.    I have driven an auto for 
about 6 years now and cannot imagine going back to manual.   
 
My current Fiat Punto is the car our dog went in if we took him out anywhere 
– he was only ‘allowed’ in Bob’s car on very rare occasions. But very sadly, 
our Benny went to doggy heaven recently so I decided maybe now is the 
time for me to get a different car, one which wouldn’t ‘suffer’ dog hairs, and 
wet-doggy smells.   But having spent quite a few hours over the last weekend 
looking around various showrooms, I feel no further forward. Nothing has 
jumped out at me at all. In fact, my brain feels quite confused because so 
many small cars these days look the same -  bland.  Oh yes, I would also like 
one that gets about 50 mpg, has insurance group 1 and £20 road tax. 
So if anyone has any thoughts on what I should get,  I ‘d be pleased to hear 
from them! 
 

Yvonne, Editor 
 

 

 
It’s that time of year : -  
 

Please have a look at the adverts for all the social 
functions coming up, which Sue has been busy 
arranging.  Time to get into the Festive Spirit! 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE               
. 

 
                               NOVEMBER 

 
 

 
Sunday  4TH 

 
GUIDANCE 

 
9.30 AM  
SAINSBURY’S  
CAR PARK 

 
Saturday 10TH 

 
GUIDANCE 

 
9.30 AM 
SAINSBURY’S CAR 
PARK 

 
Thursday 15th 

 
Social –  
Barbara Shillaker talking about 
her motor racing experiences 
 

 
Chesterfield Club  
7.30 p.m. 

 
Wednesday  
21 November 
 

 
Judith Mary Canal Trip with 
lunch 

 
Whaley Bridge 
(SK23 7LS) 

 
Tuesday 27th 
 

 
Committee Meeting 

 
Chesterfield Library 
Café, 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
Future Dates:  (NO SATURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER) 
 
Sunday 2 December   Guidance 
Monday 10 December  Lunch at Bowshaw,  Dronfield 
Tuesday 18 December  Committee Meeting 
Thursday 20 December  Christmas Social 
2013 
Thursday 3 January 2013  Evening meal, The Carnarvon, Teversal 


