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THURSDAY 17
th

 NOVEMBER  2011

 7-30pm – 9pm

SOCIAL EVENING at CLUB CHESTERFIELD

DIIP GUHA

GLOBE TROTTING 

Following Diip’s interesting articles in Challenge, he has agreed to come and talk about his 

experiences around the world.

Please come and show your support for one of our own group members. 

Raffle tickets will be on sale.

SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920

OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ

Publication date for the December newsletter will be 25 

November. Articles for inclusion to be with the Editor by 

Tuesday 22 November please.    

E-mail preferred, but legible handwritten notes accepted

(NB: Publication date for January newsletter will be 16 

December,   to take account of Christmas/New Year break. 

Articles to be with Editor by 14
th

 December).
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

WINNER SEPTEMBER 2011

JAN CRESWELL

Congratulations on an original shot. The judges had many discussions about 

what exactly it was. We liked the unusual composition and framing. Well 

done!

NEXT MONTH:

October’s competition on Flowers closes on 30 October, and winners will be announced 

at the caravan and in the next newsletter.

Entries will open on 6 November for the competition with the theme of:

Close-Up

If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and you will 

receive the password.   iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –

PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at 

the SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’.

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 206959 so 

that other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come 

along at anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can 

phone Ray to arrange a drive at any suitable time.

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least 

one, if not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to 

attend.

WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET 

FOR ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE 

SESSIONS

**********PLEASE NOTE  - NO STAURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER 

**********

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

RAF Scampton Museum

I have recently found out that there is a museum on the base. I sent an 

enquiry and was contacted very quickly.  The museum is free and it is a 

guided tour of the base to see historical places and buildings before going 

into the museum. Cameras are allowed but can only be used in certain areas 

because of course this is a live and active base. All that go must carry Photo 

ID of some sort like a licence or passport as you may be asked to produce 

ID. This is open 7 days a week and we can arrange any part of the week.

So if any of you are interested in going please give your names to me, e-mail 

me, phone me or see me at guidance. I need to see interest before I go 

ahead with any booking.

Safe Driving

Ray
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A true story… thoughts and some possibly interesting facts from the 

President.

I like to tax both our cars at the local Post Office, feels like I am doing my bit 

to keep the smaller Po’s alive… anyway, duly took the relevant documents 

along with me, but a slight technicality necessitated going back home and 

starting again, Let me explain. 

Car Tax due at the end of the month, MOT certificate OK, vehicle insurance 

renewed already for the 12
th

 of the month, as it is now the 8
th

 of the month 

and the reminder has arrived, I took along my current insurance 

certificate….no good! Did you know that this current certificate is not 

appropriate? Even though I had continuous cover with the same insurer 

(Surety) I had to produce a certificate that WOULD be in force as the new tax 

disc is due to start. I suppose that it is logical, but if it saves you a trip home 

for “Next year’s” certificate, I feel it worth while to mention it.

Have you any thoughts on MINIMUM speed limits on Motorways? It may be 

just coincidence, but on my regular runs “down South”, of late I have noticed 

more and more cars in lane1 and even lane 2, travelling well below 70mph, 

even forcing HGV drivers into unnecessary overtakes. It could be that they 

are saving fuel by doing a steady 50mph, but as we know, a good driver 

never makes any other road user change course or speed…..so should this 

preoccupation with MPG override all other considerations?

I know that minimum speed limits do apply in some areas, quite often on the 

continent, but I cannot bring to mind ant nearer home. Perhaps you know of 

some?

Thanks to various petrolheads for the following gems – you never know when 

they may prove useful….

• The highest price ever paid for a DVLA plate was £352,000 for “1D”. 

The highest price ever from a dealer was £440625 for “F1”.

• These look cheap compared with “1” sold in February 2008 in the UA 

Emirates for £7.25 million!

• Reg plates do not have to spell a name or be single digits to 

command high prices… for instance, HMP729G, GPF146G, and 

LGW809G were on three scrap cars but raised £20,000 in total in 

auction. HOW? These were the plates from the three Minis used in 

the film “The Italian Job”. …..”Not a lot of people know that”, as 

someone once said!
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Now some international facts….

• In Finland, the size of a speeding fine is in proportion to your income, 

as the heir to a sausage empire found out after being caught doing 

80kph in a 40kph area and fined £120,000!

• Hitchhiking in Colorado can lead to a two year jail sentence.

• In the Czech Republic, no person under 1.5 metres can travel in the 

front seat.

• In Egypt, the driving test consists of driving 100 metres forward 

between two cones and then reversing back through them!

• Drink drivers in Turkey are driven 20 miles out of town by the police, 

then made to walk back home while being jeered at by a police 

escort!

And finally…has anyone got a car with the new design “squared off” steering 

wheel? Question.. How do you “push-pull?”

More next month           

Stay safe and happy         Mike

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEW MEMBER

John Philip Buckley ,  his observer is Reg Holmes

We Have a new Senior Observer

Congratulations are now in order for Susan Wheatcroft on passing her Senior 

Observer test on 10th October 2011 with Chris Tatlow
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Happy Birthday, by Sally O’Mahoney

I admit that on occasion I have expressed a desire to drive a truck. A 

proper one, a juggernaut, not one of those silly little ones, but I never 

expected to get my wish. On my last birthday I got an intriguing brown 

envelope. When I opened it, it was a voucher for one of those experience 

days. You’ve guessed it. It was for a session driving a truck.   We decided 

to make a day of it and carry on to Skeggy afterwards, and my husband 

and daughters came as well.

There isn’t a map on their website so Heather (my daughter) programmed 

the satnav using the postcode. 

It was a nice run and once we passed Louth the excitement level rose. 

‘Are we there yet? Are we there yet? Arewethereyet? 

Arewethereyetarewethereyet?’ ‘Oh, do be quiet, mum!’ Eventually as we 

were passing an old airfield we saw the tank that we had been told to look 

for. We turned in and immediately saw several signs warning that there 

was no entry to unauthorised personnel so we pulled out again and 

continued down the road. We finally ended up on a trading estate where 

we stopped to ask for directions. We were right the first time, so we turned 

around and ten minutes later were pulling up by the reception.

Everybody had to read and sign a disclaimer and then it was just a matter 

of waiting until the instructor turned up. Officially it is a 1-2-2 session. One 

instructor to two guests who each have a run of thirty minutes, but as we 

were early, and the other guest was running late they said I could go 

alone. I was pleased about that. Bob will tell you that I’m not good with an

extra. 

A young man came in. He only looked about fourteen. I know you’re 

getting old when the police start looking young, but a truck driver? It was a 

great relief when I realised he wasn’t Jason. Mind you, when Jason did 

turn up he didn’t look much older. Sigh. We shook hands and then we 

went outside and I was introduced to Billy, a 420 HP Renault Premium 

with a 45 foot trailer.
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As we approached the vehicle Jason explained the basics and then 

asked me a couple of questions about the wheels which I managed to get 

right (complete lucky guesses) and then it was time to get in. It was a real 

tractor/trailer rig and you don’t realise how enormous they are until you 

have to get in, or how big they are inside. There was easily room for three 

people, four maybe, if they know each other well. 

There are five mirrors in the cab. The longest bottom ones are magnifying 

mirrors and above those are smaller normal view mirrors. Additionally, on 

the left there is another mirror that is angled to show the kerb, and this is 

used a lot on the course. For the first part you have to drive as close to the 

grass as you can and this mirror lets you see exactly where you are.

The thought of sixteen gears made me sweat a bit, but it is a lot easier 

than it sounds. There is a switch on the gearstick, which changes the gear 

from low to high so you only use the stick every other change. The 

greatest difference to a car is that instead of coming off the clutch at the 

same time as pressing the accelerator, in a truck you come off the clutch 

completely before accelerating. Also, in the lower gears you don’t need to 

accelerate. I was in fourth, sorry, second high, and trundling along nicely 

before I touched it. 

I must admit that I did have trouble changing gear. I found them rather 

hard (and this from someone who used to drive a Maxi!). Perhaps if the 

seat had been further back I would have had better leverage, but then I 

would have had trouble reaching the pedals. Anyway, I only had half an 

hour so I wasn’t going to waste too much time fiddling about with my seat 

when I could be driving.

Part of the road was painted to look like a roundabout and Jason told me 

to ignore it and go straight across, ‘Like real truck drivers do.’ I think he 

was joking. We went around the next curve at a fair pace and he said that 

it was about the right speed. “Forty two miles an hour and you go round, 

forty five we turn over and die.” Gulp. As we approached the office I was 

allowed to hit the horn. It was only a button but it still made a satisfying 

noise. A quick wave to the family and away. 

About half way round the second circuit we pulled over to the right hand 

side of the track and I reversed into a gate. And no, Bob, I didn’t hit the 

kerb. 
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By the way, a when reversing into a yard, a truck driver will always try to 

do it from the right hand side. That way they won’t have some twerp 

coming up behind them. 

We went back the way we came and went through a pair of cones and 

then a chicane. That was actually quite easy. Just keep an eye on the 

mirror and start to turn when you see the cone. It was the roundabout that 

got me. I didn’t just go round it, I had to circle it. Several times. If it really 

had been covered with flowers I think the council gardeners would have 

put out a contract on me. 

Back in front of the office there was another gate and chicane, slightly 

tighter. As well as truck driving they also do rally driving experiences, so 

you would think that anyone with half a brain would avoid it like the 

plague. Imagine my surprise then when coming around the last cone I saw 

a cyclist sailing past, no more than twenty feet away. I thought that he was 

a rather careless employee, but no. He came from a nearby trading estate 

and this was his regular shortcut. A few weeks earlier he even subjected 

them to a volley of abuse because they had the cheek to close the place 

up for a display. I suppose he thought he had a right to go through. I 

wonder if he also realised he had a right to get squished if someone 

panicked and lost control when they saw him. No, that’s a silly thing to 

say. 

Everyone knows that a speeding car or a heavy truck can stop on an 

eyelash, don’t they?

We went through another chicane. This time, sad to say, if the cones had 

been people a few of them would have had bruised toes. Then the last 

gate. ‘This gap is about ten feet wide,’ Jason said. ‘How wide is the cab?’ 

‘About seven foot six.’ ‘Okay. Nooo problem (Whimper).’

And that was it. All over. By the time I climbed out of the cab I was literally 

jumping with excitement. We had a drink while my certificate was printed. I 

seem to have done pretty well (apart from the roundabout). As we got into 

our car Jenny pointed out that I was still bouncing. Two days later and I’m 

still grinning.

Even empty a rig like this weighs in at around sixteen tonnes (or tons), 

and with 420 hp under the bonnet there is a huge amount of power there. I 

was surprised at how little it felt like it. I know the acceleration is less than 
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that of a car, but I thought that the engine vibration would be much more 

noticeable, and even with power steering it was much easier to handle 

than I expected. 

It was a fantastic day and I think all drivers should try it. It’s certainly given 

me a much greater respect for the professionals. 

If you want to try this or any of the other experiences on offer, here are the 

details. 

Manby Motorplex

Manby 

Nr Louth

Lincolnshire. LN11 8UZ 

e mail: sales@manbymotorplex.com

01507 328855   -   Go on. You know you want to!

___________________________________________________________

☺☺ Motoring Terms Explained        ☺☺

Understeer …. is when you go forwards to hit the hedge on the outside of 

the    corner

Oversteer …     Is when you hit the same hedge backwards

Horsepower..    is how fast you go through the hedge

Torque…         .is how far you take the hedge with you

Handling ….     Is how you got to the hedge in the first place

A note from the Editor .

Since I was ‘volunteered’ for the job of Editor there have been enough 

articles to produce a reasonably sized newsletter each month, so thank you 

to all who have contributed.  However, it does tend to be a few stalwarts who 

provide the articles, and it would be great to see more of you putting pen to 

paper,  (or tapping out on the keyboard more likely), even if it is only half a

page, sharing your thoughts on anything motor-related. Thanks!

(ymstone@aol.com)
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USED  “ CATS “  HAVE  EXTRA  LIFE

#  Average catalytic converter lasts 50,000 miles

#  Recycling can raise up to £300 per converter in cash

#  Premium car cats are worth the most money

Millions of pounds are being thrown away each year by motor fleet managers 

because they don’t know the recycled value of equipment designed to cut tailpipe 

emissions. Instead of being regarded as scrap and consigned to the rubbish skips, 

used catalytic converter units could be a lucrative source of income claims Britain’s 

largest specialist “cat” recycler.

 Money is wasted every time a converter is thrown away because people 

generally fail to appreciate that they contain precious metals capable of being used 

again and that recycling is big business. The amount of platinum ending up in UK 

scrap bins is huge, equal to the annual output of Russia, which is the world’s second 

largest platinum producer. This is a problem of massive proportion and it’s a pity that 

many fleet bosses don’t seem to recognise the existence of another profit stream.

According to the AA, a reasonable life expectancy for a catalytic converter is 

50,000 miles, meaning a large proportion of company cars and vans will require at 

least one new one during their time on the fleet. They may also need replacing after 

an accident or in an MOT failure for emissions. The value of converters that have 

reached the end of their useful life ranges from £4 to around £300. An S - registered 

Mondeo for example, despite looking like a horrible rusty thing, has a recycle value of 

£52 but if it is simply thrown away into the waste bin it will have a scrap value of just 

70p.

Not all converters are the same and values depend on the combinations of 

platinum group metals that the car manufacturers decide to specify but cats taken 

from premium and luxury cars are generally worth the most. Recycling is a multi-

million pound industry and this is a multi-million pound waste. Instead of people 

hanging around scrap bins foraging and picking up cats to sell on, the fitting centres 

should be selling them directly to specialised catalytic recycling companies.

So next time you go and have a new exhaust system fitted, how about 

asking for a trade – in discount. Tell us if you were successful.

 Alan  Morgan

 (  Public  Relations  Officer  )
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Have you encountered the “Apple Effect”?

Looking around I would have said that the most popular colour for a car today 

was, silver grey, technical grey, one of the other suitably named greys.   Not 

so according to an article in the Good Motoring Magazine.  Halfords 

commissioned a survey and thanks to the “Apple Effect” white is the fastest 

growing new car colour.  Black may be the most chosen colour; for cars 

leaving the showroom, but the white car is enjoying a rebirth in popularity.

In the past the white car was reserved for weddings and you saw little of 

them on the road generally.  

Design experts have attributed this growing trend to the giant Apple, whose 

sleek, white iPads and Pods have made the colour trendy again.  Nothing 

was mentioned with regard to whom was buying them be it young, old, or 

middle aged.  Oh I forgot the middle aged go for the BMW and I’m not sure if 

a white one would look trendy, or even if the driver would want to be trendy.  

What’s more, white paint on cars has surged in popularity by more than 

800% in the past six years.  Yes it did say 800%. Who on earth dreams up 

things to survey, but this one takes the biscuit?  Apparently, white cars have 

lower fuel bills, as the colour reflects the suns heat, lessening the need to 

switch on the air conditioning and their environmental impact.  

Well I’m not going for a white car. Would you?  As mine needs cleaning twice 

a week now, it would be every day with a white one. For me life is just too 

short and time too precious.

Jan
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DARLEY  DALE  FESTIVAL  OF  TRANSPORT

Well it’s that time of the year when the Chesterfield  Advanced  Motorists 

make our presence shown at the annual Darley Dale Festival of Transport 

and this year was no exception for the weekend of 10
th

 and 11
th

September. As always its necessary to hitch and pitch up the caravan and 

be on site the night before and ensure that we make full use of the plot 

allocated and that there has been no encroachment by others. A leisurely 

drive with minimum inclines took me through Chatsworth Park and past 

the resplendent Chatsworth House. Ray was there early and we were able 

to pitch but the weather was not forecast to be brilliant, high winds being 

the left-over from some Atlantic hurricane and showers.

 Saturday morning it was up early and off across Beeley Moor to the site 

together with hundreds of other exhibitors. It wasn’t long before we had 

removed the contents from the caravan, set up the old faithful eezi-up, 

including spiked down, erecting our new flag pole to ensure a visual point 

seen from all over the site and were ready for business. The day 

progressed with the Mencap Choir opening the event and the show was 

on the road. The arena became the centre of attention as the visual 

displays of classis cars, motorbikes, even a motorised zimmer frame! 

tractors classic and modern of British and American origin. Steam engines 

of an era when coal dominated the road powered on to the arena grass 

followed by scale models of big brother, followed by the masters of the 

road today of both new and some lovingly restored and retained hgv 

tractor units.

 Unfortunately one of the high-lights of previous years, the “ Dancing 

Digger “ sadly was not there this year due to the passing earlier this year 

of the “Digger Man”. Those that saw his meticulous ability to throw the JCB 

3CX Sitemaster around the arena to the tannoy bellowing out rock ‘n roll 

music sorely missed him. What a fitting tribute when samples of the 

exhibitors assembled and sounded their horns, whistles and klaxons in 

respect. A moving two minutes. As the annual event has progressed so 

has it evolved and this year we were provided with a demonstration of 

shire horses, the original horse-power of the road. What beautiful 

examples were paraded before us and asked to carry out sample 

examples of their original usage. 
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Unfortunately Sunday morning saw staff removing rather large mole-hills 

from the arena where the shire horses had been corralled overnight!! I 

suggested that the “green fuel” be auctioned off!!

 With the threat of high winds, a neighbouring gazebo actually lifted and 

took off, we dismantled completely our stand for a rebuild next day. 

Sunday morning was a repeat of Saturday and the crowds of enthusiasts 

poured into the event. As an attraction to our stand member Barbara 

Shillaker, our International F1 Racing Marshall, brought her road going 

super sports car and gave her support all day answering F1 and 

associated motor sports questions to those that came to see us.

 Once again we cannot ever estimate the interest that is generated by 

our stand promoting safe driving and driver safety. This may only become 

evident months later when they approach us again or when their insurance 

quote drops through the letterbox!! As always we make new friends from 

fellow members that have travelled from far afield. It was good to have 

Group member Geoff Cook display, after suitable bribe of coffee, our 

promotional banner on the back of his classic Scania arctic unit as he 

paraded his vehicle around the arena.

 Once again the weekend came to a close and the caravan had to be 

loaded up for another year. My thanks as always to those of my Motley 

Crew who attended and helped make the event a success. To those who 

attended all day both days a big thank you doing the heavy work setting up 

and dismantling, but at events like these we do need more help throughout 

the day and not for just a couple of hours off-peak, my throat did get very 

sore!! 

Alan  Morgan

 Public  Relations  Officer
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Winter is coming

Well according to the weather forecasts it is so I’m re-posting this one early for 

you. It is time to give some thought to our cars, and I don’t mean wrapping them 

up.

Let’s look at the following checks we need to do.........

Water...... Is it topped up, does it have the correct amount of anti-freeze mixed 

in. If you’re not sure have it checked.

Tyres..... Check tread depth and all over tread, check side walls for any tears 

and cracks. Check pressures all round including your spare

Lights.... you should be checking these daily, not only to check they work but 

clean the lenses. 

Glass.... By this I mean keep all windows clean. Any cracks or chips in 

windscreen get them checked out.

Water 2.... Now don’t forget your washers, do keep them topped up and check 

the wiper blades too.

Fuel.... Keep your tank topped up, make sure you are not going to run out if you 

get stuck anywhere.

One of my pet hates when we have snow or ice is when people go to their cars 

and clear the windscreen just enough to see out of and they forget about all the 

others. What I do is start the car and then go round and clear every bit of every 

window and not to forget mirrors.

Well I think that will do for now but be aware that just round that next corner you 

are going to take there could be wet leaves, black ice or some standing water. 

So please kill your speed and don’t let your speed kill you.

Safe driving and take care.                                                             Ray Parker

Chesterfield Group ALP-ALP Means Associate Liaison Person.

ALP is a new position for our group, which is designed to be a safe and confidential 

link between associates and the group committee. 

The ALP will be there for any associate or member to air their views or grievances to. 

If you have a problem with your observer or the time of day of your runs you now 

have someone to talk to. In fact you can talk about any problems that you have and 

you can be assured that the conversation will be kept confidential. 

This position is held by Jan who can be contacted on guidance days or by text; e-

mail or phone so that the difficulties can be ironed out. No matter how small a 

problem, just get in touch.

Jan…Tel 07895 038538               E-mail jaygee.176@gmail.com
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Times  up  for  Clocking

 It is thought to belong to the days of sheepskin coats, coloured bunting 

and cash deals in the site caravan. Surely, in the days where everyone 

insists on a full service history and the mileage is locked inside the car’s 

ECU, playing with the miles would be a morally reprehensible waste of 

time and effort ? After a little research it seems this to be wrong. By just 

typing in the term “ mileage correction “ in a search engine reveals around 

two dozen firms around the UK who offer their digital services to anyone 

who requires them.

 There are, of course, many legitimate reasons why one might wish to 

change the displayed mileage. Some BMWs are apparently prone to 

speedo head faults that need resetting. It is known that ECU failure is 

more common than most vehicle manufacturers make out, so putting miles 

back from a zero figure to the “ true reading “ is not that uncommon.

However, can every one of the many correction firms put their hands on 

their heart and say that all of their customers have entirely legitimate 

intentions? Particularly as some of these operators are advertising a “ 

discreet service “ from unmarked vehicles. There is only one other industry 

that uses a similar phrase …  The Transport Minister stated that he 

would like to see mileage operations properly licensed. 

 The point here is how clocking affects the garage trade. Firstly, 

everyone in the industry gets tarred with the same brush, so unscrupulous 

dealers give all the trade a bad name. Secondly, cars that are indicating 

the wrong mileage are less likely to be serviced to schedule. For example, 

if a vehicle goes in for a service and the mileage indicates that it is not due 

for a cambelt for another 60,000 miles, who is the customer going to go 

crying to when the old one lets go?

 So answering a question that nobody asked, Transport Minister Mike 

Penning has decided to change the format of the MOT certificate to show 

the recorded mileage over the past 5 years. This is all very good, except it 

seems that the majority of clocking now happens when a vehicle is still 

reasonably new- a few years old at most. 

This means that very few “ corrected “ cars will have had their first MOT 

yet. It is considered that this situation will only get worse if Mr Penning 

gets his way and motors don’t see the inside of a MOT test bay until their 
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fourth birthday. A point that you might as members of the IAM might wish 

to write to your MP about perhaps !!

 The new look VT20 will incorporate mileage readings from the previous 

five years. This is to curb the practice of “ clocking “ where the mileage is 

deliberately tampered with. The measures Mike Penning re-iterated would 

give motorists the power to make the right decisions and avoid getting 

scammed into buying potential death traps. He said that it would also deter 

those who attempt to defraud law abiding motorists and help to identify 

organised criminals who will often use clocking alongside more serious 

offences.  If approved the, the proposal will take effect from 2013. The AA 

has welcomed the proposals, and I would hope the Institute of Advanced 

Motorists will endorse it also.

 Alan  Morgan,  ( Public  Relations  Officer )

***********************************************************************************

SLAM

You may have heard one or two observers using this acronym and it was 

written out in Mattock’s newsletter as well. So with thanks to Matlock I’m 

copying it over for you.

SLAM - A Useful Acronym for Advanced Drivers/Riders

S L A M - is what I am considering/ planning to do:

Safe : Our primary consideration, ALWAYS overrides any other aspects of 

our driving.

Legal: We must always obey the law.

Advantage: Positioning for advantage, e.g. improved visibility, vehicle 

stability etc.

Misleading: For other road users, e.g. point-to-point, straight lining 

approaches to roundabouts etc. It may feel right but does it look right to 

others (non-advanced drivers), could it give a poor impression of the 

driver/rider of a vehicle displaying an IAM logo.

Safe driving , Ray
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A brighter future for all.

RGC 4 has had his work cut out recently visiting all groups in Region 4.  Yes 

I did say all groups.  It has only been by his diligence that the commitment of 

the IAM to both customer service and satisfaction has been brought to the 

notice of each and every one of us.  Chesterfield is one of the region’s most 

southerly groups and many miles must have been travelled by David Stringer 

to reach everyone.

During his talk on 15
th

 September he gave a brief account of the IAM over the 

past ten years as well the financial problems they incurred two or three years 

ago.  The IAM was making a significant loss, in the region of £2 million and 

was in danger of going under.  With reorganisation; a reduction of paid staff 

at IAM House, plus an increase in membership fees, this loss has been 

turned into a small profit in just two years.  All credit must go to the now 

focused and dynamic management team, for their ability to do this.  The aim 

is that IAM becomes ‘1
st

 in mind’.  They want IAM to become the first 

organisation thought of; for improved driver skills, driver risk management 

and for those doing research projects; a body able to commentate on all 

aspects of driving and riding to the Press and being recognised as the 

standard of Advanced Driving.

To attract new members and to retain existing members is paramount to any 

flourishing organisation; with this is mind IAM is to introduce continuous skill 

development, new products, and outside accredited qualifications.  

Publications will be updated and professional drivers such as lorry drivers 

and taxi drivers will be targeted.  It is up to us to keep abreast with these 

developments and the increase in technology used.

IAM is looking for satisfied customers; they are each and every one of us and 

with satisfaction; pride and in-built loyalty to IAM are shown.  It is that same 

with our group, satisfied members and associates means loyalty to the group 

and the retention of members.  We need to make sure that we provide a 

professional service, thus ensuring satisfaction. 

Staff at IAM House, have received customer service training and are working 

in teams to promote better efficiency.  A new computer system will soon 

undergo field testing and each group will be able to access information held 

therein.  The aim is to sell 600 ‘Skills’ packages each month and at the 

moment a few more than this number are being sold.  There has also been 

an improvement in sending out ‘skills’ packages and arranging test for 
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associates.  It is up to all of us to sell the IAM to anyone showing an interest, 

thus creating extra income that can be reinvested in road safety.

IAM are being supportive to all groups, pushing forward their message to the 

very front of road safety, thus ensuring a brighter future for everyone.  More 

information will be given to you as it emerges from IAM House. 

                                                                                              Jan

FESTIVE LUNCH                    

DRONFIELD TOBY CARVERY (THE BOWSHAW)

Tuesday 29

th

 November 2011 at 12-30pm.

A main course carvery with a choice of starters and desserts

£10.49 per person.  A £5 deposit p.p. is required prior to booking.

Please give your name and deposit to Sue by 6
th

 November.

Tel. 01246 274785 or email dw.sw274@btinternet.com

CHRISTMAS EVENING MEAL

Wednesday 4
th

 January 2012

7pm for 7-30pm

The Carnarvon, Teversal, NG17 3JA

3 Courses and coffee £19.95.

Deposits of £10p.p. and menu choices required by 

Saturday 12
th

 November ’11.

Please contact Sue for details. 

Tel. 01246 274785 or email dw.sw274@btinternet.com



21

Special Assessment Training Day – October 2011

The place, Sainsbury’s car park. The time 8am on a Saturday. A nice, sunny 

and warm morning but I would still rather be in bed. However six of us met for 

a run up to the De Lacy Motor Club at Ferrybridge for a Training Day as 

organised by David Stringer. As David had kindly put it, we were the victims 

and were to be the guinea pigs to see how well his Drivers Day proposal 

would work out. 

We arrived in plenty of time to down some coffee and get to know the other 

victims that were there. All very friendly, and that goes for the trainers too, 

who were busy talking to David. Once everyone was settled we had a short 

briefing from David. We were told the drives would be one-to -one with a 

trainer and each of us would go out with two trainers, one in the morning and 

one in the afternoon. For me that was perfect and I believe it worked well for 

the rest of our group.

So off we went. My first trainer was John (can’t remember where he was 

from) and he told me he didn’t know the area well at all, oops. But he did 

have good maps and he used them well to get me round his course. We did 

mostly rural roads with just a bit of motorway. I set off and settled down for a 

minute or two and then started doing a commentary. After a while John would 

chip in with either something I missed or maybe a better way of saying 

things. To say I was nervous would be an understatement and I missed doing 

a few things that I would normally do, like straightening out bends where it 

was safe to do so. But I did settle into it after a while. We came back just 

before lunch and had a well-earned coffee and then went out again, this time 

I just drove whilst John gave me his version of a commentary which I have to 

say was very good indeed. Then we returned to the club for lunch. There was 

plenty of it, though I was disappointed to find no cheese sandwiches, but 

that’s just me.

After lunch I was introduced to my next trainer who was Ged from Hartlepool 

group. Now Ged really didn’t know the area so we went all over the place but 

he was very good. It was much the same as in the morning session but this 

time we spent most of the run in towns and on the motorway. I didn’t mind 

this as the morning session was mostly rural so things for me at least were 

balanced out. The downside was we got lost and had to set up the sat nav to 

get us back. As it happened we weren’t far away so it wasn’t too bad.
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So to sum up,  I say a big Thank You to John and Ged for their input and 

thanks to David Stringer for setting it all up. This was a good day for all who 

went along and if this is a sample of what is to come then I look forward to 

more of the same. I think for a day’s training the venue is perfect as it takes 

us right out of our comfort zones and makes us really think about what we 

are doing and what advanced driving is all about. For me the venue is at its’ 

limit as far as travelling distance is concerned. Did we do a lot of miles? Yes 

we did,  so that is something I had to think about as my car is not at all 

economical, but my next one will be, so bring it on! Will I go for special 

Assessment? You bet I will. If you want to know more about it all then come 

to guidance and talk to us. The six were Reg, Jan, Bob, Chris, Dom and of 

course me.

Safe Driving , Ray

========================================================

Jan Creswell – Profile   

Associate Liaison Person; Qualified Observer and committee member.

Mrs Wright was always there waiting for us when we came out of 

school, with the horse and dray filled with empty milk churns; this was the 

first sort of transport that I was aware of.  It was closely followed by the train, 

and the longing to be a train driver, as I had an uncle who drove one and 

another who worked in the signal box just to the north of Clay Cross station.  

Saturdays were always spent train-spotting there.  Yes and I was given a 

Hornby Train set and a Meccano set as well, so perhaps my father would 

have liked a boy instead of the girl he got.   At that time he had a motor bike, 

possibly a BSA Bantam and a push bike, with a large carrier on the front 

which at intervals contained me.
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It took just eleven hours of tuition for me to pass my driving test, with 

no other practice in between; not a very good start was it?  If you read the 

magazine you will know that my first car was a Mark 1 Mini, red in colour 

PRA 432, called Gertrude and as basic as basic.  Reliable was the word and 

it had to be as by then I was working in Wigan, as a Trainee Work Study 

Officer.  Eventually I found a flat with very large rooms; the sitting room 

having a bay window that opened out onto a front courtyard.  The floor was 

duly covered, the car brought inside and with the aid of a Haynes manual, 

many cups of coffee and the occasional friend I managed to do a de-coke, 

put the engine back together in the right sequence and yes, it did splutter 

back into life.  Grinding the valves in, testing the spark-plug gap with the 

feeler gauge and using a hammer if it was too large, those were the days.  

Now everything is covered up and maintenance is no longer possible

A move to Norwich followed where I was noted as being a wiz with a 

baked bean tin, Gun Gum and a piece of wire, yes it was the old trick with the 

exhaust; to make it last that little longer, or for when you were about to sell.  It 

was at this point that I had a spectacular car crash; going down a straight 

piece of road at towards sixty mph, being approached by two cars playing 

catch up.  The question was left into a dyke or right over some long grass 

onto what I thought was a verge.  I chose to go to the right and was met by a 

wall overgrown with grass, which flipped us over, rolling Gertrude and me 

down a field.  Eventually I was freed, with little injury, by the RAF and the 

local milk man; the car however went to the scrap yard. 

I came across the IAM when I moved back into the Chesterfield area 

some years later but didn’t know that it was the IAM.  I was told about this 

group of people who met on the Town Hall car park in Chesterfield on 

Sunday mornings to help adults with their driving.  At that time life was more 

important than driving tuition and it took another 28 years for me to come into 

the IAM fold.  Now I am extremely passionate about road safety and driving.  

So if I do ask a question about track-rod-ends, the ‘servo’ or anything else 

they are serious questions.

After passing my AD test; spare time has been taken up observing for 

the group; standing in fields and on markets giving out the IAM message, as 

well as with my job as Associate Liaison Person.  However further challenges 

are ahead as I have just taken on the position as Secretary for IAM Region 4.  

Safe driving, Jan
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WHATS ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

.

November 2011

• Guidance Sunday 6 November 9.30 am Sainsbury’s Car Park

• Guidance Saturday 12 November 9.30 am Sainsbury’s Car Park

• November 17
th

 Diip Guha, talking about his travels around the world

• November 29
th

 Tuesday, Festive Lunch, The Bowshaw,Dronfield

(see advert for details)

• November 29
th

– Committee Meeting, Chesterfield Library Café, 

      7.30 pm

December 2011

• Sunday Guidance 4th December 9.30am Sainsbury’s Car Park

• NO SATURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER

• December 15
th

   Christmas Social    

• December 20
th

– Committee Meeting, Chesterfield Library Café, 

      7.30 p.m

January 2012

• Wednesday 4 January, Christmas Evening Meal, Teversal

(see advert for details)


