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Thoughts, Reports and Retorts.

From the Chairman.

As we enter October we come close to the end of our outings with the 

caravan, at least for 2011 and what a great success they have been since many of 

our new members have come to know about us from our presence at so many 

numerous events - it has been a great year for showing the IAM Chesterfield group 

flag which now flies regularly atop the newly acquired pole some 25 to 30 feet high 

(depending on wind speed and severity) compared to the previous 12 foot pole we 

used. Already we are planning our 2012 calendar and it is filling up fast but we need 

to know what support we have for manning the various events in the pipe line. 

Looking forward some six months is not easy for anyone to commit themselves to 

currently unknown dates, but it would be very gratifying to know that a register exists 

of members who are willing to be contacted nearer the event and should it be 

convenient they are able to give of their time to support the regular team to convey 

the Road Safety Message to interested enquirers. Should you choose to support us 

in this way by being on that register please contact Alan, Ray, Jan or myself, as soon 

as possible, to enable us to plan another successful year in 2012 and may I extend a 

very grateful thanks to those of you who are contemplating responding.

So much for the adverts. What else has been happening that will affect 

yourselves and future members? Quite a lot actually, apart from the Group 4 Forum 

Meeting which encompasses delegates from all groups in the South of the region 

and which is held in Barnsley, Chesterfield has had an extended visit from David 

Stringer, our Region 4 Co-ordinator and the evening session included our friends 

from Matlock and Hope Valley group to hear David tell us what the future holds for 

the IAM nationally and how things are progressing with its Service Commitments and 

this is reported separately elsewhere in this magazine. Early in October the National 

Conference, an all day event held at Warwick University takes place, so watch this 

space for a report in November. It seems a long time ago that I mentioned that a lot 

is happening within the IAM. It is now coming to fruition and we are all part of it on a 

major scale.

National and area meetings are one thing but getting down to earth on a 

local level we have now restarted our social calendar after the summer break and a 

preview of forthcoming events looks to be very interesting and will be well publicised 

in this magazine, and also by Email from Jeff to those of you that have the facility 

and use it. The regular lunch outings are now well established and very well worth 

attending if you want good food and good friendly company following a pleasant 

drive, and all with a well researched menu to cover all tastes and at modest cost, 

watch for the ads and let Susan know if you would like to join us. Don’t worry if you 

are not a motorhead, the conversation is very varied and covers a host of topics.

                                                                  Bill Harrington
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My IAM Experience – Dominic Booth

My Mum told me about IAM and thought it a good idea as my 

insurance was high and my driving could be improved.  Ray Parker of 

Chesterfield Group IAM was sent an Email for details.

I attended their guidance session on the eleventh of June 2011 and was 

taken on a free assessment drive.   Even though my driving was a little above 

average I was told that I would benefit by doing the “Skills for Life Course”.  

I signed up for this and was given a female observer called Jan, who was to 

take me out each week for my runs.   I told her that my driving was good even 

though I was only seventeen and that my reversing was brilliant.  You learn to 

do three types of reverse with IAM, a three-point turn, a parallel park, and 

parking in a bay; but my observer didn’t like giving me excellent for all three 

on my first drive.

She knew her stuff about driving and understood when I told her that 

young people don’t read books.  You see there is the ‘Highway Code’, ‘IAM 

– How to be a better driver’ to read and ‘Roadcraft’ to look through.  She had 

it sorted by the next time I saw her, breaking things down into understandable 

chunks; pointing out road signs and parking under them if necessary; with 

good explanations as well as giving me a half-page handout at the end of each 

run.  I was asked some awkward questions from the Highway Code but soon 

realised how important they were, I even took pics for her, of road signs and 

road markings I was not sure of.  A commentary is thought a good idea, as it 

helps sharpen up observations and compared with now my observations were 

lousy.  I look for foreign plates on the motorway, as they drive on the other 

side of the road on the continent and they might not have seen me in their 

mirror.  I look ahead more and see possible hazards sooner, being able to deal 

with them more effectively.  My driving is a hell of a lot better now than 

when I met Jan and joined Chesterfield Group IAM, and I feel more confident 

especially going up the A1M.

I took my test in heavy sheeting rain on the 26
th

 August 2011 and 

passed, being recommended for a first.  I was asked questions, one being; 

“When is it legal to reverse on the motorway”?  Do you know the answer?  

Don’t try to fool the examiner, as he is a police class 1 driver and he knows 
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everything, even what speed you are doing without even seeing the ‘speedo’.  

I would recommend the IAM to anyone but especially to young people 

and those of you who have just passed your test.  It is definitely value for 

money and I enjoyed my runs with Jan, driving on different roads each week.  

I wouldn’t ever look back, just very glad that I have done it with the 

Chesterfield Group.  

If anyone else is considering doing The Skill for Life Course, I’d say 

just get on with it, it could easily save your life.

 Dominic Booth

Dominic Booth passed his IAM test on 26 August 2011.

 But the one thing about this pass is that he is being recommended for 

"The One Club" by Chris Tatlow. 

Dominic achieved 24 1's in his test and as far as I know this is a first 

for Chesterfield. And my congratulations go also to Jan as his 

observer. Both put the time in to achieve this and both worked hard. 

Well done again.

Ray Parker,Guidance Officer

SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS

SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920

OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,

CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ
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LET  YOUR  FINGERS DO  THE  WALKING – MOTOR INSURANCE

Well it’s that time of the year again when motor insurance becomes due and 

you let the fingers do the walking!! Having been with the IAM’s Surety 

Insurance for a couple of years I still feel that I need to be in control and not 

take for granted that the motor insurance quote that they send is always 

going to be the cheapest.

Sure enough a couple of weeks before my insurance is due for renewal all 

the competitors mail shots keep dropping through the letter box. My quote 

from Surety this year has gone up to £277.56 from last years £204.30 some 

35% increase. This I considered an excessive amount but when Surety 

telephoned to confirm that I had received the quote they added that all 

premiums had gone up between 30% and 40%. Not one to access the 

Internet for on-line quotes I still prefer to use the available free-phone 

numbers. If they wish for my business I consider they have got to work for it !!

I still decided that I would go ahead with the exercise and received quotes 

from : 

Swinton : £340.08, RIAS : £304.80, Liverpool Victoria : £189.80

Yes, you can see that Liverpool Victoria for the same Comprehensive Motor 

Insurance cover have this year have knocked spots off of the quote from 

Surety Insurance.

Now normally if the quotes had been near the mark of my current provider I 

wouldn’t have even considered changing my insurance provider. On principle 

with the current financial climate we have to be ever more vigilant especially 

when the Chesterfield Advanced Motorists are out doing events where we 

get asked about insurance and promote Surety Insurance. I consider that we 

need to have the correct information backed up and endorsed that Surety 

Insurance will “do their best “ for every quote requested.
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As always you get the follow-on call from the Surety Insurance call centre 

asking if you have received their quote and I confirmed that I had. He asked if 

I was happy with the quote and I immediately said that I was not as I had 

received a confirmed quote from Liverpool Victoria for £189.84 !!  His 

immediate reply, with no hesitation was “ We will do it for £185.00, would 

you be happy with that ? “  Yes I certainly would and agreed, subject for 

written confirmation, would renew my motor insurance with Surety.

The moral of the story is, do not take for granted that Surety Insurance will 

always be the cheapest. Certainly do your homework and get competitive 

quotes to back up any questions and also have a confirmed hard copy of any 

quote at hand. As the ads used to say “ Let your fingers do the walking ” and 

your bank balance will do the talking.

Alan  Morgan

 ( Public  Relations  Officer )

Test Passes

Congratulations to Matthew Bradley who passed his test on 3 September.

His observer was Roger Bates.

Well done to Christopher Etches who passed his test on 13 September. His 

observer was Selwyn Gough.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Members 

Mr Matthew Bawden. 23, Riggots Way, Cutthorpe, Chesterfield. S42 7AW

Tel. 01246 204253 E-Mail matthewbawden@ntlworld.com and his Observer 

is going to be Chris Lake.

Marjorie Wright. Fairfield, 9, The Avenue, Dronfield S18 2LR tel. 01246 

413910 and her Observer is Bill Harrington
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A pleasing trend…….and more        From the president  

Many car owners took advantage of last year’s Scrappage Scheme and saved a lot of 

money – very welcome. What has come to light, on reflection, is that it saved lots of 

lives as well. According to the leading UK’s motoring groups report, they state that 

by taking off the road a generation of “old bangers” it has been instrumental in 

reducing annual deaths on the road to an all time low. The latest figures show a 

pleasing trend downwards in fatalities from 2,222 in 2009, to 1857 last year. This is 

the lowest number since the start of records in 1926.

Andrew Howard, road safety spokesperson of the AA said “ The Scrappage Scheme 

took out the 10 year old vehicles that would have become a teen driver’s car. It 

means vital safety technology is finally filtering down through to younger motorists, 

the group that needs it most.”

Almost 400,000 old vehicles were traded in for new cars between May 2009 and 

March 2010, and the AA reported that replacing so many old vehicles with new, 

more technologically advanced ones means drivers are now better protected.

A spokesperson for the RAC Foundation explained “Scrappage has undoubtedly had 

an effect on the reduction of fatalities, but we won’t see the same kind of double-

digit falls in road deaths without continued investment in road safety and stringent 

MOT testing. Let us hope that this downward trend continues.

Another recent report concluded that grandparents make safer drivers as we appear to 

have less on our minds…..is this a complement or the start of a slippery slope? 

Comments from our younger drivers please.

On a much lighter note….do you…. Fall asleep in front of the TV?.....Feel stiff 

sometimes?......groan when you bend down?....think doctors/policemen look really 

young?....are getting more hairy (nose/ears)?....forget names?....not know any of the 

songs in the top ten?....choose clothes for comfort rather than style?....complain 

more?....misplace glasses/keys?....move from Radio 1 to Radio 2 ?....sometimes take 

an afternoon nap?....comment on the rubbish on TV?....get shocked by racy music 

videos? ….go on “no children” holidays?  ….enjoy being asked for proof of 

age?....know your alcohol limit?....DO NOT WORRY you are only GETTING OLD!

Have just seen the photos of the latest Mini …..yours (if you’re quick as there will 

only be 1000 built) for a mere £41,000…yes you did read that correctly. A Mini for 

£41,000!  It is Rolls Royce inspired with walnut dash and door cappings, diamond 

black metallic paintwork, 17 inch alloy wheels, 184 bhp, top speed of 142 mph and 
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0-62 in seven seconds, 48.7 mpg claimed and 136g/km emissions. Standard 

“goodies” include adaptive xenon lights, park assist control, auto air con, on board 

computer and sat nav. Some of us remember 1959 and the original Mini selling at 

£384 and £365 for the van. What would Sir Alec say?

And finally…. Seen on a billboard outside a South Carolina church….” Honk if you 

love Jesus. Text while driving if you want to meet him”!!

         Stay safe and happy        Mike

********************************************************************

Handbrakes

Well technology in cars is getting more complex as time goes on. The 

car now in some cases does a lot for you like the new Ford Focus 

that can park itself, now to me that is taking things a bit too far. 

However IĽm going to talk about your handbrake. As we all are aware 

in our cockpit drill we check the handbrake for good linkage and 

footbrake for pressure. All this is done before the engine is turned 

on. So a short time ago we had an associate who had a button to 

press to put the brake on. You canĽt do a check on that type 

without the engine running as it is electronic and therefore would 

not work.

So hereĽs what you do. Do the cockpit drill as normal and check the 

handbrake for pressure and thatĽs it. But tell the examiner you 

will check for workability when the engine is running, so after you 

start the engine release the parking brake and put it back on. That 

should then be your check complete. But again, and thereĽs always a 

but, the parking brake as I understand can only be released by 

moving the car forward. I recently test drove a car with such a 

parking brake and was told by the dealer the brake will only release 

with the accelerator being pressed. But after a while I checked the 

handbook. This said if I put the brake on it can also be released by 

pushing or pulling the switch/button towards you and it will 

release.
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Now the associate in question had yet another little gadget I have 

not come across before. Just behind his parking brake button there 

was another switch. Now he pressed that and then every time his car 

came to a halt his parking brake automatically came on and released 

as he drove off. Very handy he told me whilst driving in town and in

heavy traffic. Now what I am telling you is read your handbook as it 

is that which will give you all the information about your car. I am 

one of those people that rarely read a handbook but I will on my 

next car.

Safe Driving 

Ray

Now To Correct Myself 

In a previous article re cockpit drill I referred to the acronym of POWDER, now you 

all know what that is don’t you? I missed the “Y” off the end of POWDER and it 

should read POWDERY. The “Y” being “Yourself”. In other words are you in a fit 

state to drive, were you out drinking the night before and could you be over the 

limit?  The other side is if you are, say diabetic, are you feeling ok and are your sugar 

levels ok.   If you are not on top form your driving won’t be either. You need your 

wits about you on the roads today and you need to be very alert. 

Sorry about that and thanks Chris for reminding me.

Safe Driving………..Ray

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi everyone, below is a message I got from Matlock group and you will 

have heard it at the meeting the other night.

“Tuesday 4 October sees the start of our winter programme at the 

Duke William, Starkholmes. This year we begin with a slide show of 

the Peak District by John Morton. Those who have seen some of 

John's other slide shows will, I know, welcome the chance to witness 

another very interesting presentation. I hope there will be a good 

turnout and friends and relatives are most welcome.”

Well I for one will be going so if you want to go let me have your names 

and we can meet up and go together.                                              Ray
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THURSDAY 20
th

OCTOBER 2011

 7-30pm – 9pm

SOCIAL EVENING at CLUB CHESTERFIELD

CARL MAKINS OF ST. JOHN AMBULANCE

Following a highly useful and entertaining evening with Carl in May, he is returning to give us a 

further update.

Our evening will be about dealing with major bleeding. 

An essential skill which may save someone’s life. 

Raffle tickets will be on sale.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THURSDAY 17
th

 NOVEMBER  2011

 7-30pm – 9pm

SOCIAL EVENING at CLUB CHESTERFIELD

DIIP GUHA

GLOBE TROTTING 

Following Diip’s interesting articles in Challenge, he has agreed to come and talk about his 

experiences around the world.

Please come and show your support for one of our own group members. 

Raffle tickets will be on sale.

It has been decided that the magazine publication date is to be 

the last full weekend in the month, so

Publication Date For The November Issue will be 28
th

 October 

Please submit articles for inclusion in the November Magazine 

to Yvonne Stone by 5pm on Monday 24
th

 October.

E-mail preferred, but legible handwritten notes accepted
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What to buy or not to buy?  

Someone said to me three years ago, that I had come into the 20
th

 century, 

yes they did mean the 20
th

 century, as I had just bought a car; a Vauxhall 

Corsa 1.4 design automatic, purple in colour and complete with gadgets.  It’s 

an age thing you know according to the poem ‘Now I can wear purple’; not 

sure if that is the title, well I’ve got a purple car and yes I do sometimes 

wear purple.  

Buying a car I found most difficult as my previous two cars, both called 

Gertrude were basic.  I can hear you saying it, ‘Why do all women name 

their cars?  Not sure, but why do they have pet-names for their husbands or 

partners and why do men just say the ‘misses’ or ‘our lass’?  I had a yellow, 

Mk 2 Ford Cortina, complete with grey boot lid and one of the original red 

Minis, neither of which had electric windows but instead had handles’ to 

wind, for either up or down.  There was no radio or CD player, no electric 

wing mirrors and certainly no wipers on the back window but at least both 

cars started first time, with the choke out, and they were reliable.  Just think 

about it for a moment, sitting there and about to reverse round a corner 

without a switch to move the wing- mirrors.  You would have to wind the 

window down, put your arm out and move them yourself, not forgetting to 

reposition them when finished and that’s only on the driver’s side, but in 

those days I don’t remember doing that.  There was no seat belt to get in 

the way either, you put your arm on the back of the other seat, looked over 

your shoulder and got on with it.  There were a number of things that you 

didn’t have a switch for, there wasn’t one for altering the headlights, 

according to the number of passengers that you had with you or one for 

seeing how much petrol you had left in the tank in terms of miles, however 

you did have a pedal by your accelerator to dip your headlights with.  You 

get the picture, basic.  Gertrude the red Mini was even more basic, if that 

were possible and it was.  The ride was just like wearing inch-thick pants; 

you felt every stone and ‘pot hole’ in the road but that was how driving 

was.  It was the bumpiness of the ride, the roar or splutter of the engine and 

the crunch as you missed the synchromesh changing gear.  They were happy 

days.

I didn’t have any idea on price either and the prospect of buying a car 

seemed quite daunting.  You see my experience of buying a car was saving 

up about £250.00 going round to see Bill; he was the man who-could and 

worked off the local car park in Holmegate near Chesterfield, giving him 
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the money and waiting a week or so to see what he came up with.  No 

choice of colour, model or even make, you got what was on offer for your 

money, hence the grey boot lid.  You can imagine the laughter in the 

garage, when I asked if I could have the car on the ramp to see if it had 

been under-sealed.  Anyway I got a look in the engine compartment.  That 

was a laugh for me; nothing was where I thought that it was going to be.  I 

couldn’t see the spark plugs, or the distributor cap, remember getting the 

old feeler gauge out to test the gap.  Now there are eight screws to remove 

just to change a break light; everything seems to be covered-up so that you 

have no chance of doing any work on the car at all.  Thus the phrase 

‘costing a fortune’ springs to mind.  

I noticed that the top-up container for the brake/clutch fluid had moved: 

the salesman looked bemused, even more so when I said that in my last car 

you had to remove the carpet in the driver’s side well and it was under a 

metal flap in the floor by the peddles.  I had no idea how engines had 

changed.  Forget the feeler gauge; forget the Gun Gum, the baked bean tin 

and the piece of wire.  I did buy the purple car after looking at it for a long 

time; it just seemed to say ‘please take me home with you’.  Yes, it’s another 

female thing; we do sometimes buy our cars on instinct.  

The road signs that we have are also wonderful, they have all changed as 

well, a frog crossing sign next to a Zebra crossing, what-ever next?

Well,  purple car has taken me to Leicester, Buckingham and Buxton, and 

many other places in between; the next trip is to West Hartlepool via, Louth 

and Whitby.  It also took me to the IAM and The North Derbyshire Motor 

Club but that’s another story  

Happy Driving, Jan

================================================================

Could I please ask everyone to e mail articles for the newsletter directly 

to me at ymstone@aol.com, and not to send them to Bob, unless there 

is something he needs to comment on.   This will speed up the process 

for producing the magazine, and will avoid Bob forgetting to forward 

articles and information on to me!  Also there is no need for articles to 

be sent in 9 Arial etc, as I can format the newsletter in different 

fonts/font sizes as the newsletter progresses. Thanks.Yvonne, Editor.   
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Code Breakers.        Part 3 – continuation from August.

I am sure we are all aware of the age old adage that when waiting for a bus it 

takes ages to arrive and when it does three come along together which is probably 

due to them being gregarious, or at least their drivers are! I’m sorry Mr or Mrs bus 

driver but that is how it seems to the travelling public. However , by now having 

procured your copy of ’Know Your Traffic Signs’, (£4.99 from good book sellers) you 

will be looking at page 32 and noticed there are some blue signs shown which 

indicate the presence of ‘Bus Lanes’, where they start and finish and further indicate 

who can use them and when they are operational. Too few motorists use them when 

they legally can which does tend to slow down progress of other road users who wish 

to avail themselves of the facility but refrain from the practice due to the possibility of 

committing an illegal undertake on the near side of the offending driver. There are 

other points which may refer to you but are dependent upon the type of vehicle you 

are driving, so to be sure you need to read the printed words in the Highway Code 

and not just look at the pictures on the blue directions board which may not be 

sufficiently explicit. Whilst you are reading these details in your copy take the 

opportunity to read the following two pages (p33-34) which also includes some ‘Paint 

on the Road’ directions and finally don’t forget that the Blue Signs are Mandatory.

The next two pages (p34-35) specifically refer to Pedal Cycles and their 

riders. But all drivers need to be aware of them and understand the signs portrayed 

since we need to anticipate how our two wheeled friends are going to respond to 

them,  and  if they are not proficiently trained the response could be somewhat 

variable, so if you have any young, or even elderly cyclists in the family start a 

dialogue with them to ensure they read and understand the Highway Code generally 

and not just the Cycle Signs and Road Markings section. The IAM now do a course 

for cyclists and leaflets are available from the caravan on guidance days or at any of 

our events.

Pedestrian Zone Signs now follows on P37-38 and the section is well worth 

reading from the motorist’s angle with the emphasis on ‘Pedestrian Zones’, but it is 

very brief. I will however add my own comments here based on the use of 

supermarket car parks since these are not designated as Pedestrian Zones due to 

the very nature of their use. People arrive in a car as’ Motorists’, once parked they 

step out of the car and become ‘Pedestrians’ and believe me, the two opposing 

states do not mix well together, and as trolley pushers those trolleys become 

pedestrian operated road users. Along with the many other Jay Walkers the exiting of 

the Car Park on our Guidance days is probably the most hazardous part of any drive. 

To give credit where it is due, both Sainsbury’s  and Tesco have done a 

good job with their car park layouts but they have no jurisdiction over how drivers or 
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pedestrians respond to the situation and even though the rules of the road apply in 

these places the Highway Code does not specifically deal with these situation – SO 

BEWARE. 

If you want to avoid a parking fine then you would be well advised to read the 

next twenty three pages of the HC which is headed ’On Street Parking Control Signs 

and Road Markings’ These are 23 pages of very detailed scripted and diagrammatic 

instructions on what is allowed and what is not allowed when parking, 

loading/unloading your vehicle or picking up/setting down passengers. The chapter is 

too detailed for comments in this short article, but please read it and inwardly digest 

the contents since failure to do so or understand the instructions could mean you 

adding your hard earned cash to support your councils parking programme and that 

makes for very angry motorists as the Traffic Wardens can well testify to, so don’t fall 

foul of the law.  

A point worth noting from this section is related to the comment often made 

in a commentary to infer that a vehicle is illegally parked with two or more wheels on 

the footway, but page 50 shows signs indicating that it is legal at the point as signed 

and the cancellation sign serves to emphasise the illegality if not allowed. We may 

not have such signs in our local area but many other towns and cities do have them 

so be aware. On page 55 the Clearway sign is illustrated along with the wording that 

it is in operation 24 hours a day, unless otherwise signed, and this is also illustrated 

on the same page and if you have read it carefully you will have noted that stopping 

is allowed in a designated lay-by, but notice my use of the word ‘designated’ 

because over the page (p56) is a sign telling us we can’t stop in some lay-bys under 

certain conditions or times, but observation skills should see you the right side of the 

law. Finally on this section is Pages 56–58 regarding ‘Red Routes’ with which we are 

not familiar locally but which do tend to proliferate in certain other cities in which we 

may occasionally drive, so don’t be taken by surprise when you come across them, 

the details of usage are given on pages 56-58.

There is more to come next month when I shall start with ‘Road Markings, 

perhaps more familiarly known as paint on the Road, so get reading your ‘Traffic 

Signs’ book which is essential reading for Observers and is strongly advised for 

Associates and other Members. Should you find something you wish to ask or query 

then please drop a line or Email to the Editor or myself via the contact point in this 

magazine. 

                                                              Bill Harrington.

Apologies to Bill that this article was not included in September’s 

Newsletter.
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

WINNER AUGUST 2011 

BOB STONE

Congratulations on an excellent shot. The judges liked the way the action has been 

caught with water splash and mid-air antics. The focusing and exposure is spot on and 

the composition makes you feel like you are part of it (but clean!). Well done.

NEXT MONTH:

September’s competition on Reflection closes on October 1st and winners will be 

announced at the caravan and in the next newsletter.

Entries will open on 2
nd

 October for the October competition with the theme of:

Flowers

If you are unable to make the caravan, please email your wish to enter and you will 

receive the password.

iam.chesterfield@yahoo.com
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SEGWAY  STYLE  MOTOR  CAR

Well we, those of us that have ventured to Clumber Park, will have had the 

experience of the Segway mode of transport. Those ubiquitous pieces of gyroscopic 

two wheeled transport that can do anything and go anywhere, within reason if you 

like the look of a ditch !! Well another piece of sophisticated machinery is about to 

enter the mobile world.

 Britain is set to be the European manufacturing centre for General Motors first 

programmable car because of its expertise in high-tech cars, according to senior GM 

executives. The EV-V Pride, which is designed for use in closed environments, such 

as an Olympic village, can also be driven manually on the open road. The vehicle 

was recently driven at GM’s closely guarded Millbrook test centre in Bedfordshire. 

This site from experience has every conceivable type of road construction, format 

and design that can be thrown at the modern motor but I bet the Alpine Circuit was a 

bit of a challenge !!

The two-wheeled bubble car is balanced by gyroscopes in the same way as the 

Segway electric scooter. It can be driven from either of the two seats by switching the 

controls. Alternatively, it can be run with no driver – or even no occupant !! So it 

could in theory be possible to load up the car with two children, mother-in-law or the 

shopping, select a destination and send it on its way (no return programming ?) says 

the test supervisor at GN’s Michigan Technical Centre. The EN-V is being built in 

quantity in the US for evaluation there, but when full-scale building starts for global 

markets, Britain is the natural first choice for European manufacture.

 GM consider that as the UK is the centre of the Formula 1 industry and it is expert 

in high-technology precision engineering and lightweight carbon fibre which is what 

they need. At present the car can travel 25 miles at 25 mph but a second-generation 

car is on the way with a speed and range that are double that. China is building a 

car-free town near Shanghai that will have all the infrastructure needed to 

accommodate EN-V cars, which talk to each other to avoid collision.

 Good news, the EN-V Pride is expected to be a fifth of the cost of a conventional 

car to buy and run. I cannot wait to go out and do an observed run in one of these 

cars. Motorway driving though might prove a problem and I think our senior examiner 

will have to follow behind in his own car as there does not seem to be a hole in the 

front for legs to protrude through  !!! 

Yours  in  Motoring,  Alan  Morgan, (Public Relations Officer)
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –

PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance 

sessions at the SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘Whats On’.

If this causes any difficulty, please contact Ray Parker on 01246 

206959 so that other arrangements can be made. New joiners are 

welcome to come along at anytime during the morning for a free 

assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to arrange a drive at any 

suitable time.

It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend 

at least one, if not both of the guidance sessions each month. So 

please try to attend.

WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR 

ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS

ATTENTION ALL ASSOCIATES AND OBSERVERS.

October 8th Guidance is being move to October the 9th so please 

adjust your calendars.   The reason for this is that it clashes with the 

IAM National Conference.

Safe Driving, Ray Parker

IAM WEBSITE

I have only just found out about this but I have to tell you that on the main IAM website there 

is a forum section. I’ll give you instructions on how to get there.

First follow this link,   http://www.iam.org.uk/log_yourself_in.html

Second, fill in the details requested, ie your membership number and your password which in 

this case is your name.

Thirdly, Halfway down the column on the left you will find Members Forums, go ahead click 

on it and read the section and follow the link on the little red car and hey presto you are there.

Now the forums are split up but there is a forum for Associates which currently is not being 

used. Now you know about it go and use it. You could find a wealth of information and a lot 

of people who will answer any questions you might have.

Safe Driving and happy Surfing

Ray
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MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

UPCOMING THEMES

Theme Opens Competition 

closes

Winner 

Announced

2011

Cars 6
th

 March 2
nd

 April 11
th

 April

Frost 3
rd

 April 30
th

 April 11
th

 May

Shadows 1
st

 May 29
th

 May 11
th

 June

Birds 5
th

 June 2
nd

 July 11
th

 July

Dereliction and 

Decay

3
rd

 July 31
st

 July 11
th

 August

Action 7
th

 August 3
rd

 Sept 11
th

 September

Reflection 4
th

 September 1
st

 October 11
th

 October

Flowers 2
nd

 October 30
th

 October 11
th

 November

Close Up 6
th

 November 3
rd

 December 11
th

 December

Light 4
th

 December 31
st

 December 11
th

 January

2012

Weather 1
st

 January 29
th

 January 11
th

 February

Water 5
th

 February 3
rd

 March 11
th

 March

Images must be your own but may be from your collection. They do not have 

to have been taken especially for the competition.
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BMW 320 Diesel on the skid-pan 

A rye laugh is synonymous with the BWM, it’s an image thing, or as I was 

told the other day it’s when you are of a certain age and the old mid-life 

crises takes hold.  Talk to Michael Broomhead of the Derbyshire Times and 

he will tell you that he has received the largest number of complaint Emails 

regarding BMW drivers over other drivers, whilst the ‘Respect on the Road 

Campaign’ has been ongoing.  Middle-aged BMW drivers are said to be 

aggressive and without any consideration for other road uses; carving you up 

at every opportunity as if they were ‘King’ of the road.  At this point it should 

be said that this does not apply to IAM Advanced Drivers of any age.  There 

is one mitigating factor to consider in all this, BMW’s are in the top ten cars 

for theft and vandalism, not to mention being impounded by the police.  Oh, 

forgot to tell you that this BMW 320 was impounded by the West Yorkshire 

Police, from a driver without documentation, and a possible drug dealer;; it 

also fitted the bill as they were looking for a rear wheel drive car for use on 

the skid-pan.  

Rain had been forecast for the evening of Tuesday 6

th

 September but this did 

not dampen the group’s spirits and as usual the conversation during the 

evening ranged far and wide.  Chris Tallow, during a recent test drive had 

thrown a topic into the mix, this was where would you find J, K, L, and M as 

well as A and B on the motorway: ‘Clingfilm’ and the use of the black 

leatherette bra were also up for discussion?  One question asked of P.C. 

Linda Buckley was; is it legal to ‘clingfilm’ your number plate up and drive on 

the highway?   Her opinion was that as long as there are no wrinkles in the 

‘clingfilm’ it would be acceptable and not prosecutable.  Now on to the black 

leatherette bra; I always thought that the bra was a woman thing but not in 

this case.  Not sure how they are sized, let’s just say that they are a great 

deal bigger than a 40 double D; fitting over the bonnet of your car.  Yes it’s 

just another item for keeping your car clean as well as helping to avoid stone-

chips; in the main used by the younger element and fanatics.  So if you want 

a clean car when you go for your test you know what to do, the examiners 

face however may be a picture if he catches you taking them off.  With regard 

to the letters to be found on the motorway, this needs another article.

Everyone took a turn at the wheel, complained bitterly that they had difficulty 

making it skid, and commented that there was no power in second gear.  

This is a 2.0 litre machine and after spending in the region of £30,000 when 

new, you might also be aggressive if you had your foot down in second gear 

and there was no power.  Anyway we didn’t need a great deal of power, just 
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enough to make the back-end swing round or do a spectacular broadside as 

Dominic managed   Time was short, so Ray, Bill and Jan gave up their turn 

and we went on to the next phase.  

The evening as always ends with a time trial, but this time there was a fears 

degree of competition at the younger end, with Chris, Carl and Dom looking 

to win; the older end looked on bemused.   Everyone took their turn and as 

the time scores were written down there was the inevitable cheer.  Dominic 

had to have an extra two laps as his co-driver could not count, but that was 

the only problem.  All scores in and the winner was announced, Dominic 

Booth.  Could those two extra laps have helped him; that is for you to 

decide?  Congratulations Dom, but don’t forget you will have to do it all again 

next time to keep the title and the bragging rights.            Jan

Scores

Dominic Booth 1.0462 Chrise 1.1668

Carl Jones 1.0491 Ray Parker 1.1720

Chris Lake 1.0726 Jan Creswell 1.1723

Bob Stone 1.0912 Glenda 1.1828

Mathew 1.1065 John 1.1957

Sheilah Barber 1.1405 Bill Harrington 1.3434

It’s always a great evening on the skid-pan and if you get the chance to go 

take it.
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The evening ended with the usual group photo, but trying to get everyone 

onto it was,  for the camera-man,  very difficult.

We don’t pay for the evening but just make a donation to the charity that the 

police are supporting, which for this year is the Multiple System Atrophy 

Trust.  This charity was chosen as it was close to the heart for many officers 

and they hope to have raised a rough total of £2,500 by the end of the year.   

Dave Berry and Linda Buckley, police officers, with West Yorkshire Police 

looked after us in splendid style.  They like us give their time for free and they 

should be commended for that.  Thank you so much we all enjoyed it and 

look forward to seeing you again, next time we venture north.  Thank you.
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Slippery Customer

 Independent garage Carringtons of Oxford, came across a 

scaly surprise when carrying out an MOT – a five foot long Boa 

Constrictor. A technician carrying out the MOT on a Mini Cooper, put his 

hand under the bonnet to find the safety release catch and felt 

something that seemed rather out of place, which turned out to be a 

five-foot long, five- inch thick snake. They immediately called the RSPCA 

to collect the snake, since it didn’t belong to the customer and they had 

no idea who owned it. They also wanted to make sure that they didn’t 

harm the reptile in moving it, as they are used to working on brakes not 

snakes

 The snake was dealt with properly and luckily it had caused no 

damage to the car.  The RSPCA told them that it looked thinner than it 

normally would, suggesting that it could have been living under the 

bonnet for a while. In all the years the mechanic had worked at the 

garage he had never seen anything like it before. They could not recall 

whether the car passed first time but the garage did confirm that the 

MOT had to be halted and a recall ( recoil ) again the following day after 

the creature had been removed. Carrington is a member of the Bosch Car 

Service network specialising in selling prestige and unusual cars…but this 

was the first one to come equipped with a live snake !!!

 Well was it a case of “ drive the car and appreciate the snake 

skin upholstery before you decide between that or leather Sir ? “ One 

can only surmise that the owner rarely bothered to even check the basic 

P O W D E R S before moving off on any journey. Perhaps the owner 

should do the Skill for Life package before finding a Kill Your Life 

coil..mmm !!

Alan  Morgan

 Public  Relations  Officer
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WHATS ON IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

September 2011

27
th

 Tuesday Committee Meeting – Chesterfield Library Café 

       entrance on Beetwell Street,  7.30 p.m. / 9.30.p.m.

October 2011

• 2
nd

    Sunday Guidance Sainsbury’s Car Park 9.30 a.m. 

• 8

th

     Saturday - National Car Conference, Warwick University

• Please note -  no Saturday Guidance on 8
th

 October

• 9
th

     Sunday - Guidance Sainsbury’s Car Park 9.30 a.m.

• 20
th 

  Thursday - Carl Makins, St. John Ambulance.

‘Dealing with Major bleeding’

• 25
th

   Tuesday - Committee Meeting Chesterfield Library Café 

                      entrance on Beetwell St, 7.30 pm -  9.30 pm

Future Dates:

November 17

th

 Diip Guha, talking about his travels around the world

November 29
th

– Committee Meeting

December 15
th

   Christmas Social

Social Evening Dates 2012 ( Thursdays )

January 19
th - AGM

February 16
th - Charity Auction

March 15
th

April 19
th

May 17
th

September 20
th

October 18
th

November 15
th

December 20
th


